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THEOLOGICAL REACTION

Pasquale T. Giordano, S.J.

Several themes stand out in Fr. Demetrio’s paper in “Ecology
and Creation According to the Bukidnon of Central Mindanao.”

The first theme is the harmony between nature and life, a har-
mony between all created beings, a harmony that is to be respected,
a true community of life.

Before the primitive people became aware of the biological
process of impregnation and birth, they saw the elements of the
earth to have something to do with the child being put into the
mother's womb. Thus, there is a bond between humanity and
nature. . The child is sired by some element in the surrounding
environment: the fruit, the water, or the whirlwind. People, plants,
and animals work together for the increase or preservation of life.

Secondly, this harmony of all the elements is especially true in
fostering and achieving peace. To achieve peace, there must be
harmony. The elements of nature are essential elements in the
peace process. The rattan or balagun ha lintukan played a special
role. The rattan was split, and from its split skin, a knot, or kedao,
was tied. The knot was sent to the different tribes: the Maranao,
the Maguindanao, and the Manobo. When the four knots were
tied, the peace ceremony took place. The place of the peace treaty
takes on a special significance and sacredness. In the peace pact
the environment participates in bringing about peace. Water,
plants, animals were actively involved in the building up of peace
and therefore also in the increase and preservation of human life.

If harmony is not present, there is no longer peace. The lack of
well defined territorial boundaries brought about conflict. Thus,
there was a need to resolve the difficulty and bring about har-
mony. This was achieved by clearly defined, well guarded bor-

ders. Thus, peace, or harmony among people, is linked with har-
mony and order in all of creation. .



TAMBARA TAMBARA 45

Part of this harmon

Men would cling to life. But we cannot refuse the order of
their respect within the

y is the special role given to women and

. . God who wills everything.”
to Bai K community. Notice the special place given yEne
' hamayugan and Bai Mayebag, Psalm 103:13-16
Thel . . -7
peace ;ai%eglﬁlgiﬁmmd In 1972 in Tikalaan, Bukidnon, rdatf’s ﬂ.‘e As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those
Central Minga Tough by the leader of five tribes dwelling i :fj

nao. What is sjonif . ) > al
loyalty of five tribe leade:Z:Slgmflcant in this legend is the mutt

animj one Christian, two Muslims and tW0 |
th;ncgit:;: }:i pgflce Pact included harmony with many elements
balagun, Wi’th aell :Ele,elt he durian, the white chicken and the gree"
in the earth, ements being mixed together in a hole du§

who fear him. For he knows how we are formed, he
remembers that we are dust.

The day of man are like grass; he blooms like a flower
in the field:

But the wind passes, and he is gone, never to be seen
The harmony 4 again.
w t
allows them ¢ Y With nature of thge involved in the peace P%

© 8o be op X es: In conclusion, the harmony between nature and life, especially
inh'?i,kl;lwe Q Union a¢ Z(:inecl;;e llr o, and religiogs dlffel:tg; in fostering peace and even ythe sharing of deep emotion with
tr aan which ) peopl evel. Today, a durian tree as nature, reveals the Bukidnon’s focus on immanence not transcen-
ee of fnendship. The up € of Central Mindanao look upo® hite dence. However, the peace pact presents a special challenge. Since
: 1cke.n, and the dy i, aSe of the balagun, the blood of the wThe j the unity of the five participants in the peace pact rested upon a
arth I8self, in the v ntedate both Islam and Christianity* .| deep level of bondedness with the earth, a question arises for the
ence, is Participant the » Pervasive Support of all forms 0 s Christian. What is the meaning of the Incarnation? May a Chris-
€ peace pact. tian allow his deepest union with others to lie in a harmony with
I fing similariy . nature or in a harmony with faith in a mysterious God who has
€nant €XPerience ; 1€S between this pea d Abram’s COV' , revealed Himself fully through Jesus Christ? Does the Incarnation
ter with Yah M the O)q TeStament csvﬁéd z;n is NO enCOunr | challenge the source of bondedness for all people? Is all of reality
:mOT\g th idnon e ' end llit ere lan enco I‘te‘ 5’;“51 transformed by the Incarnation, natural reality as well as human
Ential part ® of the Peopl B shere 19 peing &7 el reality? May Christians find a deep level of union, not only ex-
(Genesig 10:1.10y . Peace pact. ple with the earth b€ h pra® ’ plicitly in faith in Jesus Christ but also implicitly by sharing a
of animalg, nd o there jg a N God's covenant wit a rificé s union with peoples of different religions and cultures, bonded by
earth, 4 Sense of iMpee.. S TMONY with nature, 3 of the ! their harmo}rjl with nature, a nature transformed by the Incarna-
ortance given o the elements A tion? Y

nau'lrr};ir:'dthe Poetry o th i é

7 Ay : . I

Temingg met\},l: y Shari“g 0? Bukld“(’n reflects their harmo? XI P

TY mycy, deep e S ' AL J

of PSal motlons with nature it

Our Jife ; - M103:13.1¢ i

g;;’ Plant le lﬁard, € are ' d Likeé ')

filleq . ave .~ ke iy : i

Kanelalji ?I? [ time, t‘l?ér timeg wﬁlﬁﬁr‘ms in the wide wor}h’e I}a‘:; f

Aradise) 1, Plant o lif by Diwata. Whenhe soil ?

®Te it wag 1. Withers away in ¢ i



