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ICSuit Notes

The Miss;
ission of the Ateneo de Davao University'

Antonio S. Samson, SJ

?:riz:z‘lés ofthe Bishop‘s-Ulama Conference—Most Reverend
Tamano: F apalla, Archbishop of Davao and Professor Salipada
Association ofc()‘: ather Danny Montana, RC]J, representing the Davao
hiversity B olleges and schools; Mr. Paul Dominguez, Chair of the
the Jesuit ¢ oard Of' Trustees; Father Daniel McNamara, §J, Rector of
8raduatin ommunity in Davao; administrators, faculty, and staff; the
g class of 2011; their parents, families, and friends; alumni

and st

Fi;‘gtenit?s; ladies and gentlemen.
011 ag tho all, I wish to congrat
challengi ey receive their Ateneo dipl
Pl‘eparegdlng world outside. I hope the A
and oppoyou fNell for the real life outt
Of our prartun‘ties, failures and disappointrmen
the n ea)'er s that those looking for jobs m2Y fin
their , r future and those studying of doing ot

1 aTXt ventures. ,
gratitu;: join your parents and famili€s in their rightful pride and
Ol'the A¢ as you graduate: pride that you are noW college graduates
time bei eneo de Davao University and gratitude that, at least for the
expellse:g’ .they do not have t0 worry 8 t your sch‘ool bills and
®ep ang pride and gratitude that Yo! may soon be earning your own

even be able to contribut€ or your family expenses:

min:lsltso wish to acknowledg® the dedicated work of Fhe.
2 rators, faculty, and staff o ! niversity for the education
d future Jeaders.

hrist;
Wisﬁtlan formation of our youth 28 _
to congratulate and thank our honorees t0 ay—the Bishops-

am . .
ibazlconference of the philippines ¢ Archbishop Clovis
t Award and the Davao Association of Colleges and Schools

late the members of ADDU Class
omas and leave academe for the
teneo de Dava6 University has
here with its many challenges
ts. I wish to assure you
d suitable employment
her things do well in
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for the Drs. Jess
: and Trining d
contributi g de la Paz Award— o
Yeste:lz; fzrr(}.:)}‘:&% education, and develi)pmi?lrt Fh CI:.:I i Sl(gi i
of i 4t ishop Capalla celebr: . 'lﬂ indanao.
s ordination to the priesthood. i\ﬁ?}feld ;:lf illflt’flh' alnniversarg
all to join me an

the University i
anniversary of his priesic’hog‘-datmg our Archbishop on the golden

g rom ard

Go : rence’s thij
to E;e\ii(t)lf]tlll]etuglted Church ofe(slhtr}i:sid CE'Chail} Pishog Rilar
>t0day) in the Philippines, is unable

[
am your Commenc

President ement S
_ of Ateneo de D peaker because I am ending 2

them ap

out pj

: ué’cl;fall.s and dangers out there-

you abOutrtam future out there. SO
what the Ateneo de Dava°

and haVC bf.'{:
ome at ¢ You. Ho
dangerous world oyt t}}]le Ateneg WOulg f-‘hfu]lly what you have Jearnt
To do that we o €Ip you in the exciting but

Uni S have ;
IVETSIty is or clajm 0 reming 0
S to be: You what th
e Ateneo de Dava®

The At
€neo de D
Universj Va0 Unjvergity, ;
in te lthhat 18 inspiredb erSItY 1S a Flh y
Of]egus‘]t;nrxtuality of St. | ny-the person anpmo, Catholic and Jesuit
COUI;trI led:ijcation' Itis isatlus: and trye ¢, ttﬁaching of Jesus, roote d
of the e):‘]L?c el iCUlarlYP;Enswe 10the chap humanistic tradition
al10 SO €nges and need
s of the

nal fOrma K Uthern Phil;

tio hilipp;

N of the youth an%p[;?e;» through its work
ofessionals,
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scribed a university as a “school
f teachers and learners from
ission of knowledge and

i kx?iiz?eg ]Olll:l Hem'y-Newman. df:
ever ‘ ‘ge ?1,5\’3!")’ kind, consisting ©
trutg iCs]uauer. ['he search for- and. transm
at the very core of a university.
? First and foremost, the Ateneo exists to teach its stud.en-ts and to
ach them how to study and to Jearn new things all their lives. The
S;‘isroomsj the laboratories, the library: books, computers and class
th peer discussions, the faculty, and your own self study have been
¢key learning tools during your stay at the ALeneo: ‘
cohslindeed, we are proud that the Ateneo de .DaVQO Univ?rsuydhzi
excelfteh[l)’ received recognition as @ gf:nod, if not a vzr) go’f)S B
on H?m school, It has had Autonomous blatusqfrom th_e -c-).m’ml{ 5 "
of 1gher Education since October 2001 1h.e vaemt} {b 0
aa literal handful of Higher Education [nstitutions (HEIs? thatf
Ac\zel;e-e.n granted Institutional Accreditation bgrr iiheofssre;a:;c;r:a;
Offerip iting Agencies of the Ph_1l1p.pmea.j The ma) 4 y}ine e
; 188 have Level 11 accreditation with the Philipt
soélati(m of Schools, Colleges and Universities A;;\,StC[ivemmem
icey ur graduates have generally per["ormed very ‘-lvel{ a tgh ¢l
Sure examinations. Most recently, W€ have a fouf [

the 2 are able to
010 Bar examinations. We know

Co
mEi;e very well for jobs in Davao City and Ielse}:\"]];ejone well as a
! eed, the Ateneo de Davao Umvﬂrf;’ty 'cbq outside and for

res well for JOO°
do even bette

to be a Jocus O

r.
f research

aims to

Univer;

e

ig ers,ty' It has prepared its gradua

LStudies- Of course, it could and should

cee Ateneo de Davao is Filipino: “It Sﬂtf%{lﬁ.‘ 0 calture; "
Nter for pr . - uthentic Fi ; . ms ¢

ribute to thglopag.atmnf of d mullicultuml society.

creation O

a peacE-cenle ST articipates in
e :
Ateneo de Davao is

4 : sity:
€ Mige: a Catholic dyiatf:i}’ artiallated by
t sion of the universal church,

most
Oca] church”
the 0? Ateneo de Davao iS ICSU“: ‘I 15 2 it educational a
Clet . the Jesu! . been
Of exc Y of Jesus and the bearer O - stitution D
i leenCe‘,, Since the seventie® all Jesult !
n * -
One miec-i that “the promotion ! justic® 10e concern
li"e Nistry amo thers. It shou i .
S, an ng o ers. lic endgaVOIS-
essential aspect of all our apos

ant
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Father General Pedro

‘ Arrupe re-worded all this for schools of the
Society of Jesus in 1973.

(and women) for others: who will [ .
. / t for
God and His Christ - f, 've not for themselves bu

or the God-man whe lived and died for all
ngWIS}T‘d;hrgm (and.women) who cannot even conceive of love of
L% letz oes notinclude love for the least of their neighbors...
_mPpietely convinced thyg love of Gog which does not issue in
Justice for men g 5 farce, a
Father Arry
pe then gaye ¢ . : r
attitudes to cultjyqy 8aVe three practicy| suggestions on necessary

vate to fi
First,afirmq oM men [ang women)| for others:
> I'mdetermj . h
as familics, o, Sozlilal;anon tolive myck moresimply - asindividuals,
least slow down, the ei;‘il:]lzls ~and in thig way to stop short, or at
Competition SHAINg spirg| of luxuriouys living and social
Second, afirm determination

hatever from clearly

rengthen pnsriri?n 2d women who will bend their

Iivilege ; s of Privilege, but to the extent
8¢1n faygy rprivileged. .

nergies not tg st
Possible, redyce p
Third, and most djff

sboc1ety‘; ot mere} um' Tesolve tg e agents of change in
ut actively undertaking to re St structy reg and arrangements,

Twenty five y solve them

Y ¥ €ars agg.
i’remdent of Ateneg de ga, Ut my first inauguration as
ideals and cha va ;

S Nlverg;
Tacteristjcg sit
Davao University, We would |;

It was 5 much
08 1§ Smal]
Umvermtytwenty-five year:T and Very different Ateneo de Dava?
then less thy, 7,000; tod, e °r°“€,t0talstudent population e
were 3,000 undergradugge C,ol eg' Ve cloge tq 15,000 students. The™

8,400, t
i :‘ite Students thep; now we have 0V

a b college with various diViSiOﬂSs,

Y dramatic, ;. ate colleges, Physical plant chang®

. agi . y
Ster Ha]] and p, gne-a Jacinte campus without t

. :
| he Grade Scha] ;iv) Jubilee Building. Imagine a Mat_’na
Martinez S '8hway ang Withoutt ) High School buildings frontqulg
Ports Center at the bac i Olte High School cOIﬂPlexjsles
" YUtside the Ateneo camp

€
¥, Ispoke about these sam
€ to foster at the Ateneo
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as no Marco Polo Davao, Matina

S w _
o mong many others, there ¢ were no SM, Metro Gaisano,

Town Square, and People’s Park; ther
and Victoria Plaza Malls. ,
asugh i digen s s s gr(mO College studentsin 1986;
Students, faculty, and staff (There were -’J',DO facilities have been greatly
We now have close to 8,500) and its Physmal.. ac[] r and Jubilee Halls in
Improved and expanded (There were 1 e eom uter laboratories),
1986; then there were neither computers nor C.;1 thpe larger Ateneo de
both the smaller Ateneo de Davao of 1986 aﬂlission and vision with,
Pavao of today have hopefully kept.the Sanf ;ne,ing times.
s, ECESSRTy adjustnac s Wlttet;:lee(c-i}inkits key mission and
Has the Ateneo de Davao suc
Mangd l

n greatly in its number of

ate of forming not for themselves but

men (and women) for others; who w111‘ 1“‘:;h0 lived and died forall
for God and his Christ - for the God'm“nl even conceive of love of
the world; men (and women) who qun]n10 Jeast of their neighbors...
God which does not include love for tnl which does not issue in
Completely convinced that love of Got

Justice for men is a farce? asked whether you feel the

ly if . ing, o 4t
How would each one of you reP.yb sic necessity of being h
Ateneo hat taught you effectively thlsd ' men for others? DO‘SSIeac
wa ou leave
€ast aspir ing to be, men an hallenge as ¥
T ]0 Il] ? " C-la )
One of pot e 1t tﬁ)iisgqspiration as a lifelong '
th You accept this ¢ J|Imark attitudes
¢ Ateneg? i

. eh N
te in the thre for all products

How would each one of you ™ by Father AITUpe
“Uggested as key values in daily life e(})/ Je Davao?
®Suit schools, including the Aleﬂouraged you t
as education at the Ateneo €n¢ chstone or 2
v Simply?” Such is a difficult tot with the best t
! teneo has tried to Pi'o"idE R ilities, whic its costs!
0 and labor: tion has it )
cos:t Modern classroom and | llj.:cellent Cduta“m; 1;1 by excellent and
§ ae :
cyrroun live
d ly when sur? tion? How do you .
d o revailing culture

- is the P re
e an “to live much mo
Atene

-obably
e most proba
o bu}f :lirr}fo have less and

olearn “to Jive much

and especially since an ¢
° You learn 1o Jive more simp
Pensive facilities needed for @ 8°°
Ore Simply in a world where t0 h.avean
im 1at are the OpportunitiEfS gir

mj Py¥” We admit that many © ys
$ or upper middle class:

yare not |
There ar¢ ma



men and Wome

N who
Everything ¢

hat their frj

Whateyer fro
the Philip i

graft anq corry
better life, we continye 4,

tarings and other Tevelatio
of the 80Vernment, Mility
Varying €stimates of th
for Projects Which gy
all confirp, that s
€ Univergjt

President of
could ster

S institut
cheating an :

i
to all poy to dr

y
Oyou agreq With thege

much time dg | Wwaste pla
h friends oy the compute
clothes | Wwear?

of oyr

I'tunit
eed, b

01’p

steps t

uire
» instead of feeling compelled to acq
iends have v,

the
ill do away with many of
have bec

will
City-mates and c:ountr.ym‘”:ﬂll &
ity for 4 college education, -
* PECause we see that we hav;is is a
0 live much more simply. T

O accept apg live by, current
cleary unjust sources.” The that he

Pines yyqq ected Mainly in the hope

N in

e all @
our country and help g;}’éﬁnate
€ almogt daily spectacle o

1s
i leve
u graftang corruption at high

and cjyip:

aré
lliap, Nationa] and Jocal. Thefnies
“TCentage of government rf]ilgu'res
8raft ang Corruption; the tion-
Toug 8reed, graft, and Corr-ulzmize
Very Strong meagures to mlnamP €
ONestyasa clearsignand ex rces.
Ver from clearly unjust sou ?
€ach honesty and transparency

r
es o
ying computer 8arr:,e the
I? How expensive a
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iti f
tions o
to strengthen posi
“not to

- he
in favor of t

- t you e
Has the University taught y reduce privileg

ent possible,
tent po i .
o o the ex ) dded: >rtain to y
prmlege but, t " Father Arrupe a is does not pert oo’ Yot
underprivileged. Fa astily that tl’llS( in your society e
~ d B N oW I,
il privtlegtdu;t be the truly 113?0
\lon m . rld.
- that you do not b‘-lmfint r 1.efel‘encﬁ-‘1 in the Third Wo it that
: er, our basic p ntries anc ize and adm
this matter, lized, in our cou st realize
: ized, mu
truly marginaliz

- d few
the privilege ©an
e among nit}’ for a

ou
00 h
Please do not conclude t

ou
ne of y ,
To truly live this, o iy oo, 1 B e the opportu
d to the many e 45 d few to hav recall so-
Compare the privilege [t. We can rec 1in
in Society: among difficult. rruptior
: nost n co P CTRI
Ateneo education. ) ge is indeed n'stalﬂ past... _O of the military
To be agents of Cha?t@he not too di big amounts ds to personal
Called whistleblowers Oh- nese firms, Of nd other “eebctons given to
U8 contracts with C 1frOvrn salaries abangs and p i tleblowers and
channeleq of disguised nerous P“sawny of the Whls.n Davao now
€ 51
Pockets, op extremely gy officials. 1\3\2}!6 have gl'oupgav’m Customs.
i ilitar - i ce
favoreg and high nu](]it ngered lives. rocedures at ut and denougue
, lies Tive enda & .
€r families live en enings aﬂf1 p to come ause monies ]
qllestioning recent happ ople willing for all bec: i1l not be los .t
€ i : 1 ;
¢ know of courageous Pd a better llfeent projects wvhatever unjus
“Bularities for justice an for govern S change in'
eg c nt and needed (t)) an agento
8Overnment : dtobe
is aske
Each one of usisa

. «n]all

cases, s
ith small . try

tart with ST 1o

Weoal 7 . Afe We
in. 21rness:
; volved lnfdl
uctyre ye may be in

vileged will
-privilege
derpri
3 nd U and ui
Mattey Where there is 1lultll)’ so that tl;e ES? rter of 2 Ceglwlfra);
'a ]V £ ua a
% chap ¢ things, especi beltst  cin adl eo de
b ette%' sewei and will havf?t universities I Aten'ng “mep 8
. i “men
: o Jesul v in produc X
As President of tw know ho been 11 Pd examples O- n we
Muygt admit 1 do not iversity h.ave any g9 raduates, €@ 7 not
niversity and Xavier Uni e can cite n:ients and 8 1l probablt of
. N i
Omep for others.” While “ong gy S o ¥ endeavotlh’lt
” am r ing, \bs
ang Women for others jority of Ourlgools i tg be a
a - '
52y the Same of the n11 (iul‘ Jesuit Scacan do1s
1‘“OW how successfu | work. All we becomes
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e:r Whole educat duates someh
One of our gra
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. .y 'On alms
This formulation of what an Atepeg and Jesuit educati
for remaing as valid

o in the
today as when given by Father Arrupe
early seventies. These

it
, cequent Jesu
aims have heen confirmed by subsequent
OCuments and statement

s. ation,

In our rapjd] Xpanding world P()Puldt‘féd

: een “added” or cmphasnrq
Produce men and women for others

Rapid globalizati

the danger of

depth because e can alwy

; ) .ed for
Superficiality: There is no ne
this worlg of the Internel,

In
¥s google anything we wish to kn?w'nol
there is (he danger that we really ¢ Olt is
rn for Ourselves 4574 to reflect on what we learn. -uly
w” things, by how mych do we “reflect on” and t-l k"

know? Hoyy much time do we have to “thin
In Apri] last

.oty of
Year Fathey Generg) Adolfo Nicolas of the Society
Jesus saiq that

: 1(111 rehs onse to the globalization of SUperficiality... we need lg‘

Eud) t € emerging Cultura) world of oy, Students more deeply o
r:i crheatlvelways of‘promoling depth ofthought and imaginatior

adepth that jg transforrnative of the Person

He added,

tIhUTgf-‘ t}]]Ie Jesuit Miversitieg ., ™K towars Operational networki
ab wil]l ,d dress i, i : ; ane

Portant 1Ssueg chi ai justice, a1

ecol ’ Ouching faith, justice,
ology thyt chal]mges US acrogg Countrigy ancgi continé“ts'

This is {he challenge

whi

€
€ mage; - : w{Ct’”eﬂC
: : 981s and of academic e

of Jesyjt education

Second conce, o
YOUis true Joye 0 oul: Zggntr!}lﬁl‘ lc1 e pethe o hf]s;zzfrﬂ
for what i happening ino County G, il et cat iy
Orward ang ¢, Provide foy , N o movette
Ope some, if not ma), of
Vie

o t .
Tee apg just Philippine Sof-{ea}:j
you, are cha) e“ged to enter Pu[)lic life
d

0
at1t cap what ¥
untry, © lor you, but for
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iate love
you to appreciate and

and
r present an
rned that our p ve of

as taught

Thirdly, T hope the Atell:eclr:ly conce od lives. Lo
our Mother Earth and to e' 1 Earth to give us g?'on in questions
future generations will have:lpreciatioﬂ Of 3'11d aoLt't]alobal warming,
Mother Earth includes OL:.\I"C;‘[‘[)JIH'H[S and I“m]n%}]b‘hfng and var{ous
of the environment, of P;_’ fresh water, Of-ovesal and segregation,
Pollution, and concern o cludes waste d1sp0n for recemdisastersf
Methods of farming. It .lnrs It includes concer it includes use O;
Vanishing forests and glaclf—‘m‘. Closer to hor’]e};t bulbs, and ener%‘;’
i New Geslard and-]]Ef];}ncliness, improve# [jgrth affects our daily
i bags, C?mlpuz L(iec‘mcem for MOthz;ﬂ): home. led to his
Onservation, Indee J -eserve our in ,
ives, Tt affects eVEl'Ylhmg o E;eg;vjost‘ Rizal ‘Ziiq 1\?121153 buildings

Historians tell LLS t::t’ he saw the Atenco
EXecution gt Bagumbayan,

€
ced thath
remark
to have { years.
Hposed is student ¥’

- os. Rizal was SupP o during his st Davao or
M inside Intramuros. at the Atene . the Atenco de
€ vis]

rs ; at the
ad spept many happy yea ined glass windows
stain

n you of
Simi]ar[}’ | hope that, EZ‘}T oi- the 1 campus, each one
T - . 0 L
25 the frontage of F]qs-tf])rour favorite spot
Niversity, chapel or visi

Z y h'c\d Spent [la[)])y
Y )’thdt ou

y l l C()Uld honﬁstl{’ sa

, l ' IOSE Rl' al,

Davao.
1e0 de ho
ang Productive years at the ;'Mell I hope that eﬂz the Ateneo de D
) ’ ike Rizal, o leav
ore important, lik ful lives after ﬁouAteneO jew with you
ol e evie
geous and meaning arned at th ried tor tried, or
CCOrding to what you hmie I:‘OFZOH’ 1 haw;luni\,ersit)r h.asel-sity We
ati _las va N1V o
ADDyY graduating C Ateneo de D2 ears at the Ur ¢ into you!
Ly lessong and values the during your Yget these value Ateneo de
. ive you to the
: Oulq have ied, to giv zded somehowf lives. If not, University.
°Pe the University succe into your V& "¢ Davao ingful lives
fads, Minds and he*“'ts_’ ion as the Aten ful and meﬂ? women for
vaq has failed in its missi , five GLUCCESS anc 1 be truly
i . u ma tr :
an Pray that all OLqu” of you n]aYDﬂ.VaO ca
C; at @ €
Oth r“}‘f:“s. : Przciiy t y the Ateneo de
5. Ope and pra
Droud of each one of you. eo de D
O pray that the Athndeavors for
td Alional and apostolic ens
len ang women for others.
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