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THE SUBANEN BUKLOG

Joy Viernes - Enriquez

Introduction

This presentation is based on field research carried out by the
writer among the Subanens in the Zamboanga peninsula:
Zamboanga del Sur, Zamboanga del Norte, and in Misamis Occi-
dental, over a period of some fifteen odd years, in an attempt to
describe and document some important aspects of Subanen cul-

ture particularly their folklore. The project was generously fundec
by Toyota Foundation.

By folklore, I choose Archer Ta
of the area which includes the wh
rials that are handed on by tradit
by custom and practice. Folkloris

ylor’s broad definition and scop¢
ole of traditional culture - mate
ion either by word of mouth or

ts are also particularly interestec
in other verbal subject matter like legends, myths and epics which

reflect beliefs and value systems or those folk traditions which d¢
not rely upon verbal communication in fixed forms such as folk

medicine, food, festivals, taboos, folk aesthetics, etc.

Data for this paper were gathered from various places that stil
practice the buklog festival, although, I have also interviewed sev:
eral informants in different places who have valuable informatiof
regarding the subject matter. Facts about the Subanen Buklog wil
be presented in this paper, some interpretations, to be sure, are
unavoidable, but I have done it very objectively and sparingly
Supporting information have also been gathered from Limpapa-
Siocon, Sindangan and Zamboanga del Norte Subanens. Thesé
areas have celebrated the buklog and this researcher had the op-
portunity to participate and also observe the activities.
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The Subanens

it bk Y it
The term is given to a group of Phxh.ppln(; ea?isgmgg th)t;
that inhabit areas in the Zarnboal.\ga or Slb%l}%a zme mea;s i
mountain areas of Misamis Occ_ldenta]. The L
dwellers, from the word suba, river, and bI'l:n:io’n Thi; bt
an adjective postfix indicating origin or ha hl ‘at- n.s of o
applied to the tribe and to the Moros and Christia i
pI2'nsuh who are coast dwellers. Probably, the term. el
apeI 1lied Icco the Subanens by Christian an.d Moros, bUtrlttli an
vfe?l known to the tribe and used by it. It is not, }Aogjgzﬁen A
term applied by these people to themselves. s
asked as to who he is will often answer tau bukid, o
man.

Many years ago the coastal areas of Zamboar_lgatprtr?‘?clin?;? 2’}‘;
Misamis Occidental were home to the nomadll::, :ibes !
Subanen, but they were always harassed by ot }e\er rarb e
lar‘lv the dominant Moros who were mhabltlmg 'the Eietantz to cap-
and were constantly marauding the shoreline mlal e [ inos
ture and later sell them as slaves. Then, later the S]ak:?story has it,
were also trying to convert them to Islam. Folk orx’:;1 e
that only one of the four brothers aFcepted Isltam, lt] Eb gk
settled somewhere else. The group is also continually he : & kiingiﬂs
farther into the interior by Christian settlers and Pl" lfme der
have been taken over by Christian homesteaders. . efhepforest
had no recourse but to move deepgr and deeper thO g
and stayed there for many generations. It was only V(\if £ Ui
were converted to Christianity or have ‘been mﬂ-uﬁceandiettled
Christian neighbors that they stoppgd their nomadic li eil s
in places they found abundant with food and tht_e S0 dedr i
The Subanens are relatively friendly and peace-loving p tl?e 1;10re
because of the many years of COI‘lStaI.‘lt harassment fr.ou; e
dominant groups, they learned to fight bac}c. Their pordsmen
folktales have accounts of their ancestors being goqd SW B
and fine warriors. Their men and women fought SIfie by Sel i
survive. Through the centuries they struggled to gain s:;nn e
of identity as a people, to maintain their Fgltural hentzg i i
be able to continue practising the traditions hand
them their ancestors.
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A traditional Subanen in his lifetime would wish that he can
Sponsor or put up a buklog. But because of the cost involved 1

the festivities most Subanens die without having fulfilled their
dream.

By and large, the Subanen Buklog is a socio-religious activity-

Perhaps one can safely say that this is one of the few Subanen
observances that involves the whole settlement or community-
When word circulates around that 1 family is going to put up @
buklog, the women Prepare their fineries, i.e., clothes and orna-
ments, and the men hone their expertise in dancing especially O
the platform where tournaments in the form of who can topple his
opponent by tripping his feet while dancing around the pestle 0¥
pa.thaw. They also prepare their own contributions of gasi or 1ice
wine. If they had experience death in the family, and wished t©
send_ goods to their dearly departed, they can also prepare clothe®
and signify to the main sponsor their desire to do so, provided

that the Buklog is celebrated for the benefit of the dead. Most of
the preparation goes to the sponsor.

While an average traditional Subanen will be able to verbalize
Some aspects of his culture, it is not easy to get him to talk about
What he believes in. In most conversations one can infer that they
acknowledge the existence of a supreme being who wills life and
death, the existence of environmental spirits who are either bé"
nevolent or malevolent, and who will have to be propitiated ©OF
app'eased when one incurs their anger, or have trespassed their
territory. Hence the Subanen observes the buklog for various rea-
sons. - According to my informant Thimuay Vicente Imbing, the
buklog can be offered as fulfillment of a promise upon recovery
from illness, a bountiful harvest of crops and most importantly, 1"
memory of the dead. The said activity has also sub-categories
like a buklog can be for prestige purpose or when a Subanen as-
sumes leadership in the community.

The festival was known to be regularly practised in Subanen
country, but for some reasons or another only a few places now
observe the buklog festival. An informant in Lapuyan told me that
some places do not practice.putting up the buklog because of their
fear of binaloy curse or petrification, or turning to stone. They
even have evidences to show for it. In Lapuyan, they still abserve
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the buklog, but with much discussion and deliberation among th(;
tribal leadership. Perhaps, this is brought about by the conflict o
religious ideals, since most of the Lapuyan Subanens have been
converted to Christian Alliance Protestantism, which ha_s _tak(?n
root or is now deeply rooted in the hearts of Subanens. 1}v1ng in
this area. The Lamassons’ were the first American Christian mis-
sionaries who worked with the Subanens as early as 1920. Laplgyan
is even known as “little America” because you can communicate
with the Subanen in ErlgliSh. The first time I visited these peOPIe
in 1977 1 was really caught by surprise when I went to the market
to drink coffee when someone behind me asked if I wanted Creary
with coffee. I turned my back and was. met face to face with a
very old woman, who had wrinkled face, about two or three teeth
rexnaining___asking me, if I wanted cream to go with my .COff?E-
Anyway, this was my introduction to Subanen country. Linguis-
tic communication with other groups of Subanens in other places
was not at all difficult, in Sindangan for instance, they spoke
Visayan quite fluently, in the Limpapa-Siocon area they gither spoke
Visayan or Chavacano, and those who have resided in the low-
land areas, speak Visayan, English or Tagalog. In other places
Subanens are either Roman Catholics or Protestants.

While the festival of the buklog has been mentioned so many.
times in the epics, folktales and legends, it is, however, only in
E.B. Christie’s, The Subanons of Sindangan Bay that the buklog is
described in detail. His work has been of great help when I. i
doing my own field research in an effort to establish traditional
Subanen customs, practices, oral literature and other form of folk-
lore.

Generally, when a man or his family decides to give a buklog,
for some reason or another, he begins to store rice, and to quieCt a
large number of chickens, pigs, and eggs. A festival of this sort
lasts three to seven days, and is frequently participated by a large
number of persons coming from the locality and nearby commu-
nities, so that consumption of food and gasi (rice beer) is enor-
mous, relatively to Subanen resources. As the time for the fea§t
approaches, friends and relatives from all the surrounding locali-
ties bring contributions of food and very frequently the guests at
the festival bring with them some small contribution in the way fJf
a chicken, several pieces of eggs or a measure or two of rice but in
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spite of aid rendered by friend and guests, it is

safe to say that
most of the food and drink are usually furnished b

y the hosts.

The buklog festival derives its na
erected for this pur

18 ft. high, althoug

me from the platform that 15
pose. It is prepared as a structure some 10 tO
h in Limpapa the height was about 40 ft. above
the ground, consisting of a highly resilient platform supported at
the corners by upright beams. A beam passes through the middle
of the platform which above extends like a maypole and below
reaches to a short, thick log, laid on the ground. The log is hol-
lowed out like a drum and is laid over a number of large earthen
jars sunk in the earth which serve as resonators. A few leaves and
sticks are interspersed to prevent the jars from breaking. A cross-
piece which joins the long central pole or beam to the platform
makes it go up and down with the latter as the Subanen dance
around the pole. The long beam as it comes down strikes the

hollow log and makes a loud booming sound which animates the
dancers. This is actually their only music.

The materials needed for the
pared and gathered months before
In fact, my informant, D
that even during the g

platform have also been pre-
the actual construction begins-
atu Agdino Andres from Sindangan, said
athering of the wood to be used for the
platform, some ceremonial offerings have already been made, and
certain taboos are also observed. For instance, the log used for the
mortar comes from the bayug. While it is being cut and carried
down from the forest, the Memwati singer or chanter asks the
bayug tree god to protect them from harm and that He be with
them as they celebrate the buklog, this goes with the dlebalod, an-
other type of wood which is used for the posts and beams. The
Memwati chanter addresses the tree god for their blessing and
protection. The bayug becomes the impersonation of the god, the
moment it is taken or cut down, and Subanens treat it with rever-
ence and respect. The pestle could either be made of bakhawan (@
certain tree species that grow in marshy places) or ilang-ilang, and
should be felled or cut down together with the tree for the mortar.
This, too, is also given some form of respect, i.e., the wood is
carried, never dragged on the ground.

The buklog platform cannot be constructed until the idol (fetish
or carved representation of Apo Asog) on one of the pots is carved.
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<fi=ation T e also done. After this is done, the

. serie? U E;Jliré?(:}?;gngh:lgtezi;;t holes for the posts that w1gv?glli
?}:Bn :Ztif(;rem will start mounting the posts. As in 'thren E:ic o

e_ I;) nd’ as the poles are being put up, thefe‘ls t which is
" aThe ole with the fetish (idol) is tht? main pos Wt e
d?xlc1§g- ¢ thepsecond hole facing north, the idol fgcmg e?s z;rdl
5 fl Cti 11rne p laced not straight up but radially, going lg:ov:wings;
"F[)‘;n?s isc dor?e so that the flooring made ot_lt of split baE Wl

i d and forward as the dancing is done on e}?‘t hen is
S[;;ie'warth: lacing of the posts into the hole, the out iuc)ld i
als;n}li“t gafaba or bigger strips of rattan aret;:zikzgg.
wood together. No nails are used in putting up

hol-
The workers start digging the hole for the n}:ir;atrhzirrt:lgeong&
lowed out log. At this time they start to play musi s
dancing this time is done by a femalg. The ];rlr;o e
their place. It is now late in the evening, the }114 l\(gernwati e
just been completed. Musical instruments and t tea in e
continues singing, describing ever_thmg thatd is ek i T
songs are extemporaneous compositions, base on b
melodies that are exclusively used for buklog activit

The balian now prepares for the formal opening Oft;}:s Zt;ﬁz-
ture. Three chickens are brought in. A ff:male dance;r S S
ing, she is joined by another female, music and d?n'm:]ge i
the gasi or rice wine is also brought out and a_tab eis Y
palfn fronds of pisa, cooked rice wrapped with COCC_>tI';1 Jer i
the shape of a crocodile, the feet are represented vyll gL
nana fruit, and the tail, midportion a}ld eyes, of boi te ogip i
sic and dancing stops; the balian invm?s the elders to %\se i
him to the buklog structure after having passed mlge LA
table where the offering for the drwlata is placed-. tieI; e s
cense on the gasi jars, prayers are said by the bahanl, i
on his bolo, and together they go up the ladder ‘eaitedgto i
buklog platform. Prayers are said and everyone is inv R
a sip of the gasi. The chicken and pig is also bmlslgtwo e
platform, incense is also in place, a porce'lam bowl an A
are placed in front of the Thimuay (or tribal leader), who g
the platform with the balian, gasi jars are also brought up.
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e corner to the east and west 0f
here offerings are placed. Then
up the platform, mostly elder!y
are permitted. They are made t©
m underneath the platform will
sound.  The tied pigs gets loose, blood is flowing through his
mouth and nose, it is permitted to run around the platform; after @
while the pig is caught and tied to the floor again. The dancers
have to continue dancing until they are able to produce a “good
sound”. It is the balian who determines this. Finally a ”gf’od
sound” is produced and another set of seven persons are invited
to come up the buklog platform, and dancing continues.

the buklog are altars, these are w
the balian invites people to come
men and women, no young girls
dance, so that the hollowed dru

sides of the platform provided for them. Those who are old and

can no longer dance but want to participate can still go up and just
sit on the side.

The activity goes on for three to seven days - for as long as
there are people who would want to go up the buklog and dance:
It is the obligation of the host to serve food and drinks. While the
activity goes on, extemporaneous singing by the balian continues,
gongs are beaten, stories are told, there is a renewal of ties and
friendship. Meanwhile the balian Sits in a phintuan or a small hlﬁ
just outside the house and he continuously beats the porcelain
bowl. The buklog comes to a close with the balian going about the
house with a lighted torch...and a piece of grass and leaves, put-
ting them in a basket and upon reaching the hearth, puts out the
torch. Lastly, the balian leaves the house with his assistants but
the activity i.e., dancing, eating, socializing continues. Incense is
burned and the chanter or Memwati sings describing what is go-
ing on. If for example the thimuay or datu observed unusual things
happening then he informs the balian to pray more to avert the

[
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' i ing to stone is taking place
f the binaloy. If, signs of turnmg. : :
fl:lerzetl?c' da?u willoge forced to kill the balian and h_ls blood will be
sprin klr;d on the people to prevent them from turning to stone.

Concluding Remarks

The description gives some idea of the atmospherlet in :vhlac:
the religious ceremonies of the buklog are performed. l?e rﬁ)ity
ent that there is nothing that can Properly be called fo o ii
While the dancing, eating and drinking among the PEOI;Q geren;o-
is the balian and his assistants who careﬁ-.llly perfo‘rrn the r:t %
nies; for the Subanens the less they mix in the delicate matters

the supernatural world, the safer for them.

The buklog exemplifies man’s concerns for himself, his fellorvr\::
men and his environment. The very fact tha}t when he or a ;nzl
ber of his family gets sick, he makes a promise to pot upha hus ‘g
conditional on the recovery of that sick member which he ha

- fulfill otherwise he will incur the ire of the diwatas; for a Subanen

believes that becoming sick could be ca.u_sed by envuonl’lnenitjil:
spirits because one has displeased that Spirit or an ancestra bs P of
has been neglected and to remind the livmg'causes a mem e::n .
the family to get sick. The buklog shows environmental concerns,

- especially so when the materials that are to be used for the plat-

form are gathered. These are not cut down without the proper

| rituals and offerings. -




