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Tentative plans for the second EMARC research project consist of secondary research
utilizing the existing data-set on fishing villages. These will hopefully result in a series of
research papers developed from the initial study. Research participants may include bath
the members of the Research Committee and the grantees of the ongoing EMAREC
faculty-development program.

Training Program

Training-workshops and meetings were likewise held during the year relative to the
research project on fishing villages. These ranged from developing an integrated research
design for the four study-sites, a structured household interview schedule, requirements
for computer-processing, data-analysis, interpretation, and report writing. Attended by
the members of the EMARC research team during the various phases of the study, the
workshops were held in Davao City, Digos (Davao del Sur), Cotabato City, Butuan City,
and in UP Los Bafios. The PSSC-EMARC consultants (Dr. Ricardo Abad, Dr. Vicente
Pagueo, and Dr. Henry Magalit) provided the necessary technical assistance. in directing
specific phases of the study. As an expressed need by the research team, a workshop on
“Index-Construction’” by mid-1983 has been proposed by Dr. Ricardo Abad.

Faculty Development Program

The consortium has likewise embarked on a faculty development program as jts
own contribution to the national goals of human resources development which js
relevant and specific to Mindanao. It consists of a two-year series of graduate courses
offered for the degree “Master of Arts in Applied Social Research”” (MASOR) with a final
year for research practice in the home-institutions as the thesis-requirement. 3

The initial courses offered consisted of “Theory Construction and A Rgview of
Classical Sociological Theories” (MASOR 101) and “Comumnications and Motivations™
(MASOR 102). Two faculty members from UP Los Bafios (Dr. Jaime Valera and Dr. Pura
Depositario) handled the courses during the initial two-week training period. Thirteen
graduate students are currently participating in the EMARC-MASOR pragram, nine of
whom are EMARC faculty-grantees. Appendix B contains the list of participants. The
second two-week training period was scheduled for April 4-16, 1983 in Davao City,
Two UPLB faculty (Dr. Leonardo Chua and Dr. Jaime Valera) were similarly invited
" to handle the next two-courses “Social And Cultural Change” (MASOR 103) and
“Sociology of Development” (MASOR 104), respectively. The third set of EMARGC-
MASOR courses involving “Social Research Design” (MASOR 105) and “Fundamental
Statistics” (MASOR 106), was held in May. These were handled by Dr. Henry Magalit
and Dr. Leonardo Chua of UP Los Bafios. It is hoped that faculty-resources of other
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academic institutions be harnessed for the other EMARC-MASOR courses in the interest
of providing the trainees a wide exposure in social science research expertise within the
context of Phiilippine society.

Financial Status

To date, PSSC has released the total amount of P284,400.00 to the consortium,
Given the activities mentioned earlier, a total of P191,530.91 has been disbursed, A
detailed financial statement will subsequently be prepared by the Finance Department of
the Ateneo de Davao University.

THE SOCIAL SCIENCES IN CRISIS
Three Conferences:

Philippine Social Science Education
and Research For Agriculture,
November 11-12; 1983

The First Philippine Social Science
Congress, November 17-19, 1983

International Association of Historians
of Asia, 9th Congress, November 21-25, 1983

HEIDI K. GLORIA

An old and familiar issue that has confronted the social sciences is the question of
utility and practical contribution to the state of Philippine education in general, and in
particular to other academic disciplines, such as agriculture. The month of November
1983 was a particularly challenging one. For the first time in many years, the social
sciences was called to account for their role and contribution to the field of general edu-
cation. Social scientists were asked to pause from teaching and other occupational activi-
ties so as to be able to assess their work, re-think directions, and the effectiveness of their
academic pursuits. \
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The Social Sciences at U.P. Los Baiios (UPLB) produced a commission report early in
September which underscored the state of the social sciences at UPLB. The report depict-
ad the U.P. social science faculty as “second class’ citizens in the academic community.
It made inquiries into the status, needs, and problems of the social sciences in such areas
as academic programs, faculty competence, research activities and output, and extended
the investigations to the larger issues that concern the social sciences.

The report noted among other things, that inspite of the academic competence of
its staff, social science researches are conducted as a “free-wheeling venture’” with no
theoretical focus, research directions, or a research theme. The state of affairs presently

obtaining in social science at UPLB is hardly conducive to a systematic development of
an empirically based knowledge.

Philippine Social Science Education
and Research for Agriculture Conference

Th-e above report was one of the papers discussed in the conference on Social Science
Education and Research For Agriculture held at UPLB last November 11-12, 1983. The
conference was attended by representatives of college and university administration, in-
ternational assistance agencies, officials from government agencies in agriculture and
other ministries. The talks explored a possible prognosis for Philippine social science in
the immediate future, |

The paper of Edgardo Quisumbing, Director of the Agricultural Research Office
of the Ministry of Agriculture appeared to agree with the UPLB critique of social science
researches, in particular those related to agriculture. Dr. Quisumbing pointed out that
with the exception of Agricultural Economics, other fields in the social sciences have
contributed very little towards helping the Ministry of Agriculture design more efficient

and effective agricultural programs. Among his observations was that the problem seems
to be that the output of social scientists in general have failed to focus on the social
environment of farmers. Philippine social scientists have yet to develop a theoretical
system about the nature and dynamics of the agricultural environment.

Fr. Antonio Ledesma, S.J., representing the university sector, presented a paper on
the status of social science education and research at Xavier University in which he iden-
tified certain constraints besetting social science researches in his area: delineating trade-
offs between teaching and research, limited research resources and lack of linkages with
other research centers.

The presentations of the foreign or assistance agencies dwelt on the rale of the parti-
cular agency in supporting social science research and education. The U.S. Agency For In-
ternational Development (AID) stressed its support for the training of social scientists
in agricultural disciplines. Although the assistance is not directly made to colleges and
universities, a new program will soon provide additional support to the social sciences.
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The Rainfed Resources Development Program is designed to introduce certain changes in
the old scheme of assistance. It will provide grants to agricultural institutions, colleges
and universities, and reséarch organizations. Training, both on the M.A. as well as Ph.D.
levels, will most likely be an important component of the program.

Similarly, the Philippine Council for Agriculture, Resources Research, and Develop-
ment (PCARRD) has been mainly involved in supporting the training for university-
based social scientists working on agricultural issues. PCARRD undertakes a manpower
development program for upgrading the research capability of the national research net-_
work. About 50% of its fellowships was awarded to colleges and universities. PEARRD
manpower development program encompasses a network that includes member colleges
and universities. It admitted however, that grants for the social sciences constituted only
a very small portion of its budget.

The First National Social Science Congress

The seminar at UPLB paved the way for an important milestone in the history of
social science disciplines in the Philippines. The First National Social Science Congress
was auspiciously held in the newly constructed Philippine Social Science Center building
in Diliman. The date on which it was held pertained to a period of crises that highlighted
the role that social science should play given the socioeconomic and political problems
that presently plague the country. ‘

The Keynote Speech of Edgardo J. Angara, President of the U.P. did not see the
social science as performing its role effectively. Angara chided the social sciences for
having been caught flat-footed in the present crisis,

.. the frantic guessing that is now going on shows that the crisis caught the social
sciences flat-footed... The economists were apparently not monitoring economic trends be:
cause what we see now are the results of long-term trends. Equally oblivious...were the po:
litical scientists. The social scientists are either gawking at events or are only now beginning
1o see how irrelevant their old lines of inquiry have become. )

Angara challenged social scientists not only to add to the objective krfowle.dge‘ﬂf
reality but to confront the moral suggestion of programmatic action. The social scientists
must henceforth use their expertise to perform their obligations as citizens. 3

One of the answers to the above challenge came from economics. A pz?per on “Con-
temporary Science, Policies,and Programs™ prepared by Alejandro M. Herrin evaluated
the output of social science researches. Among the significant findings of the sll:ldV as
the fact that during the past ten years, social science research has been preoccupied with
the evaluation of government programs and the assessment of the relationshhips between
public policy instruments and policy objectives, at the expense of discipline-rfentered re-
searches, not to mention theoretical studies. One of the more serious objection to cof-
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tracted research is that it can undermine research quality since the resulting work s
reviewed only by the end-user or the particular funding agency involved. Researches as
scholarly pursuits need to be reviewed by academic peers, a practice that has ensured the
high quality of scholarly work. A more serious problem is the restriction of research
topics only to those identified by funding agencies.

On the other hand, the same paper noted the niggardly support that the social
sciences are getting as compared to other disciplines like the natural sciences. Conse-
guently, the study suggested that the government take the view that the mandate of the
social sciences is much broader than simply responding to government-sponsored research
programs. Social scientists must be free to examine social problems, formulate issues, and
suggest a research strategy for a deeper understanding of these issues.

In the workshops that followed, the participants subjected these problems to further
discussion, thus heightening their urgency. At the end; the workshops produced resolu-
tions ana recommendations some of which are the following:

1. Philippine social sciences should involve themselves in the resolution and allevia-
tion of social issues and assume the role of social critic in addition to its primary concern
of generating and transmitting knowledge.

3. Social Science disciplines should be indigenized and
couraged to develop a true “peoples’ science””
the collective indigenous experience.

4, ~ The Social Sciences should have a coue of ethics,
5. Research concerns for the next few years should be identified,

participatory research en-
based on popular perceptionsand rooted in

The Sth Congress of the IAHA

A truly multi-disciplinary gathering of social scientists was the 9th Congress of the
International Association of Historians of Asia (IAHA) held in Diliman last November
21-25, 1983. Those attending included not only Asian practitioners of the craft of history
but also social scientists from the USSR, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, and
other western nations, The range of topics offered a wide prism of interest such as Histo-
riography, Asian Archaelogy and Prehistory, local History, as well as topics of current
concern like Population |ssues,

The Congress proper lasted for three days during which more than a hundred papers
were read, reviewed, and criticized by peers from various disciplines. As in most cong-
resses of this scale, papers were presented simultaneously in six different conferences or
workshop rooms, so that the participants and observers were allowed ohly a fragment of
the total presentations and discussions. On the average, a participant could only attend

six sessions including the one in which he must present his own paper. This account

therefore can only render comments on the few presentations that the author persanally
attended.
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A paper on the “/ntelligentsia’s Role in the Post-Colonial Snci.eties of Asia” by
Vlademir Li of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Academy of Science of the.USSF.i ,
presented a comprehensive interdisciplinary study of the plostwar role of thg intellf-
gentsia in Africa and Asia. While maintaining the primacy. of tnF role_of thfe workmg class
in the revolutionary struggle, the study pointed out that the intelfigentsias of Asia and
Africa are increasingly performing a significant part in it.

The post-war intelligentsia is defined as that mass of medium and lower groups that
have emerged “‘at the crossroads of the colonized autnchthonm!s (.non-Eumpeap) and the
colonizing European elements.” The history of the /ntelligentsia is seen. as having l_md_er-
gone two stages: the period of the anti-colonial struggle, and the. Penod after winning
independence. At the initial stage, the inte/ligentsia acted asa political re-pre.f»ent_atrv? of
a broad coalition of social classes interested in the liguidation of the ccln.nla‘l gomlnatlon.
In the second stage, its political role changed, and it began to speak for individual classes

i est groups.
iy l’ir'l;[;rmugt important function attributed to the inre!ll:qentsia.is the spljead-of revt_Jlu-
tionary consciousness among the masses. Anather basic function is to provide u?eolt_:glcal
backing for the national liberation movement. Among its main spheres of action is the
cultural sphere where the intelligentsias of Asian and African countries address themselves
to the tasks of cultural transformation. The /ntelligentsia is asked to merge with the pro-
gressive social forces for the choice of an advanced ideology.

A paper on “The Histarical Perspectives of a Malay Urban lelage" by Mohammed
Aris Hj. Othman advocated the maintenance of traditional institu.tl‘uns as a way Pf Dfﬂself'
ving one’s identity in a heterogenous urban community. Traditional |nst|tut|un§ ‘hep
recreate rural life in the cities and the preservatian of rural values such as th_e s_plnt of
communalism is held to be a good balance to the impersonalism of modern socuft!es. The
study, however, poses a question as to what extent such a balance between tradition and
modernization can be maintained. apo -

Wilfred Wagner’s “Some Preliminary Remarks on the Social History of M‘enta\_man
(West Sumatra/Indonesia)” is a study on the impact of modeization on a hlstunr:cal
Sgciéty_ Wagner’s preliminary observations reveals that among the_lr_lstltutu.ms a_f wien-
tawai that have given way to change is the traditional animistic rellgngn. Lllfew‘use, the

mode of production as well as crops produced have changed, along w!th the |'nd|genous
distributions and exchange systems. The question that remains to be asked is whether
modernization has resulted in a better quality of life for the people of Mentawai.



