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IV. KULUNGAN, STA. MARIA, DAVAO DEL SUR

NONITA RELATADO DUMAGAN

General Profile of the Village

Kulungan (San Agustin) is one of the 17 barrios of the town of Sta. Maria.
It is three kilometers away from the poblacion proper and can be reached via the
tricycles that frequent the place. It has five sitios and a total land area of 2,890
hectares. At least 50 percent of this land area is agricultural planted with
coconuts. Other crops include corn, rice and coffee. Houses are dispersed in
rolling and hilly areas.

The latest population count done in the barrio by the Barangay Service
Point Officers (BSPO) of the Population Commission revealed that there are 200
dwelling units with 333 households. There are 976 females and 937 males. The
annual income of the harrio is approximated at P3,600 or an average family
income of P300.00. The people are of mixed origin. There are llocanos,
Tagalogs, Cebuanos, and natives such as Tausug, Kaolos, and other Muslims.
Except for a mail delivery system (usually done by the barrio captain), the
barrio has no other communication facilities.

The barrio has chapels for Roman Catholics, Seventh Day Adventists, Pro-
testants, and the Philippine Benevolent Missionary Alliance (PBMA). Aside from
the presence of a KSP leader for the Catholics, no other resident pastors or
ministers live in the barrio. There are seven hilots, one licensed midwife, and
one government clinic in the area.

Almost all of the households have radios. Very few have access to news-
papers and only one family owns a TV set. People share the public artesian well
which is the source of their drinking water. The well used to bea free-flowing
body of water which was converted into an artesian well by a group who had
served in the community under the so-called “Paglilingkod Bagong Lipunan’’ of
the local government. It has been repaired once by the barrio folks themselves
since the local government saw no need to replace it with a new one. Asa result
of the defective well, dysentery is a frequent occurence in the barrio.

Fortunately, however, the barrio is blessed with clear sea water. As you
walk along the sandy shore, schools of small fish vie for your attention. This
abundance of fish makes most of the pegple dependent upon the sea for their
source of livelihood. Aside from the fish resources, the barrio has a white beach
at the farthest end, a rendezvous area for the romantic and young at heart.
Inhabited by peace-loving and friendly people, the place is quiet except for the
sound of the roaring engines of the fishermen's boats. The people are simple,
contented with what they have. Wives stay at home, caring for the children and
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their homes, waiting for the arrival i .
children in th ploce. al of their husbands.
) Despite t!\e presence of comfort rooms it rem
still smwn with human waste especially in the
beautiful sandy seashore.
thamM::,tn‘::fa 't‘l:sresudems of San Agustin are fishermen. About 90 percent of
aro powerat , around 20 percent of which operate by paddles while the rest
oo vye r:notor. There appears to be no competition among the fisher-
e ey set schedule.s for their fishing. Fishermen whose banca
bt Tho see av:haround 5:30 in the afternoon and come home at around sm‘f::
bmts. oo ::s: !:’anc.as a.re powered by a motor, commonly called "pur'n
oo ;f . follo:wf:lgnda\z/.og ll; tlll1e morning and return at around 1:00 to 2'08
-m. of ¥ . By following thi i . )
pract;_?l;lg fairness and equality in their gw:;:tt::l::ule, they beieve that they are
sl zs ;r;:e;e::eow;l. non-motorized bancas do their fishing offshore. The
coing), and core ‘;;aangre (hook§ Placed in a box-like frame), baling (.beach
estang're (multip:,e w i;nd net): Fishermen engaged in deep-s'ea fishing use
and 2 pukot (ezc ir:? o !\ooks in a long line), paso/ (using a nylon and a sllnm
ing gill net). The fishing industry in Kulungan is small-scale'

usin
g crude technology. Most of them attribute the quantity of their catch to

suerte or sheer luck. Because of thjs “
’s s ” -
that they can not do much to make th resing. attitude, most of them feel

listic feeli eir present lives prosperous, th -
thee childron, Yot the sueres e w0 for the future, cepecially for
is porvasive making ambition difficute, - ¢ ° “"Ything” orientation

The fishermen’s wives i
nen play a vital role in m
take care of weighing the catch along the seashor: \

There are also many

ains a wonder that the shore is
early morning, thus marring the

keting the products. They
upon their husband’s arrival.

The neighborsalso help in weighi i
. ghing the fish. The
:irl;d ::os:litame.rs fo.r the catch, especially when it is ab‘:mdant i
ng likewise help those who h arty asnermen who

bancas. Daytime is rest time f )
leave for another fishing trip. '?I: e Sishermen. They slce

The center of the barrio pr 0 L ¢ [
Presents i i i

. | . ' ) , ac ntrastlng Picture with the ishing Siti
old drink liql.ml. In contrast to the fishermen

by them.

Data-gatheri 2
sctivities gtahte ﬁ:ﬁ?ﬂ;‘:ﬁ‘:""d"‘md during a two-week period. To facilitate field
Such an 'arraﬂﬂﬂmem alloe:tezrt;:dcrtc:'s:-:tt:‘ dept-interviewers staved in the area.
would have been difficult with one-shot fiele:l;:;gr::ef::v Y data which otherwise
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Profile of Fishermen

. - . e . . . he
ntation of the findings is divided into three major sections. T.
e s nomic profile of the fishermen. Included in

t section presents the socio-eco rof ' L
the profile are the demographic characteristics and the different mdlwtors.of
household size, food consumption pattern, and morbidity

f IiVin ’ . . . o e e
lif\:?::en‘::e in thge family. This is followed by the discuss.:on of flshmg.actlvnfles.
A description of the fishermen'’s fishing backgtout}d mtro.duc&s this section.
Other topics included are the volume of production durmg Iean. and peak

ed. The last section discusses the

months, marketing, and the expenses involv ~Th .
participation of the fishermen in existing organizations and their awareness of

government-related projects in their barangay. ‘ -
Ninety-four percent of the fishermen are married. They are also middle-

aged, many belong to the 30-40 age group (mean age is 37 years old). Twenty-
nine percent belong to the 20-29 age group, while twenty-two percent are 50
years old or over. These indicate that fis.hin.g asan ou.:upatuon is popular among
young household heads and persists as a livelihood during the later years of. adult
male life. More than half of the fishermen (60 percent) were born in the
province of Davao del Sur. Of this, 40 percent are from the same municipality.
Half of those who came from the town of Sta. Maria were born in the village and
have stayed in the area for 30 to 60 years. Average years of residence, however,

is 20 years with a standard deviation of 18 years.

firs

Socioeconomic Profile

status of the fishermen is low with 70 percent reaching
Of this, only 23 percent finished grade six {model
The mean years of schooling is four years with a
Very few (16 percent) have reached high
ed college. Low educational attainment pro-

The educational
only the elementary jevel.
educational attainment).
standard deviation of two years.
schoo!l and only one percent reach

bably stems from financial constraints.
Most of the respondents are Catholics (60 percent). The rest of the fisher-

men are Protestants (13 percent), Philippine Benevolent Missionary Alliance
(PBMA) members (12 percent), and Mostems (5 percent). Although all of the
fishermen speak Visayan, only 59 percent are Cebuanos. The rest of the
population are natives (Kaolo, Kalagan — 32 percent) who mix their mother
tongue with the Cebuano dialect.

Majority of the fishermen (99 percent) own their houses, but only 12
percent own both house and lot. Seventy-eight percent of the 99 percent live
in rent-free lots. Only nine percent rent the lots where their houses are found.
The rent-free privilege of most fishermen can be ascribed to the fact that
Kulungan is an hacienda owned by only three families. One of these families
allowed them to stay in their lot without any rent. Their dwelling units are
mostly made of light materials like nipa/cogon for roofing and nipa/coconut
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leaves/bamboo for wallings. Majority of these houses (63 percent) are in good
candition; 19 percent are in need of repair. Very few houses (9 percent) were
built using permanent materials like Gi roofing and cemented walls. The average
numbsr of rooms in the house is two, usually the kitchen and the sala. ‘- A
number of the houses (34 percent) have only one room with a multi-purpose
function. it serves as the bedroom during nighttime, sala at daytime, and dining

room during mealtime. In this arrangement, the kitchen is found in the corner
of the raom or downstairs.

Aside from radios which are owned by 63 percent of the respondents, the

fishermen do not own appliances which urban dwellers consider as necessities
fike television sets, refrigerators, or gas ranges. Most of the families (98 percent)
do not have dining sets as known by lowlanders. What they have are tables with
long benches to sit on during mealtime. A few of them do not even see the need
for tables. Wooden sala sets are owned by 86 percent of the household. This
also holds true with bed ownership. Only nine percent are reported to have
beds, while a greater majority (91 percent) sleep on the floor.

Ninety-four percent of the households depend on kerosene for their lighting

rmds_. Although some of the houses in the sitio of the village have access tO
electricity, the village as a whole still has no

: t benefited from the main power
station at the time of the survey. They use wood for cooking purposes (99
percent}. For water, majority of the respondents stil| rely on public artesian
wells. All households have toilet

. facilities, most of which are water-sealed.
There is, however, a great disparity between 'ownership and use of comfort

rooms. While everybody said they have toilets, the seashore still abounds with
human waste. This is caused perhaps by the distance of their toilets from their

houses. Most toilets are found several meters away from their houses, thus, most
of the children prefer to use the seashore.

Livestock ownership is rare in the barrio. Onl

. families domesticate animals, such as chicken

o:dnership indicates that most of the residents

and very few supplement their income through icati i s.
Majority (72 percent) however, have equipme?\ for e oot anime)

Fishing equipment ownership ‘ranges from one to three per fisherman. Sixty-

three percent of these fishing equipment are of the single-hook variety locally

known as pasol/, twenty-five percent are big nets or ]
A A / re
estrangres or multiple hooks. baling, and seven a

The average household size is six. The
is 573, with 144 working and 429 househol
working household member has to suppo
few housewives work outside the home. The traditional model of a woman
tending the house or looking after their children is still adhered to in the village.
Among the working wives, majority are fish vendors, while the rest work as mat
weavers. All the households are nuclear families,

Per capita income from fishing activity is P1,137.31. The main source of
household income in the village is fishing with ninety-seven percent (97 fisher-
men) depending on it. The remaining three percent are part time fishermen |

Y about 20 percent of the
and pigs. This rarity of livestock
get their sustenance from the sea,

total number of household members
d members not working. Thus, every
rt three other family members. Very
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: n months they work in the farms or
who only fish during pea;nT: :nts:slﬂ;: :::a majority’s means of “ve”'h:dm:n:“;s;
are hired as carpentel')5~°wn pancas; 36 percent of which are motoriz -
of thom (8: r:::zer?zted Only 12 percent of the respondents are either re
percent non- .
or hired crew. : holds engaged in fishing is P6,516.8.

The mean afmua! ‘;nec:nt\; o:n::ev';:‘s:e\: ﬁsh:?me" (around.s |:>far<:er't‘:.)3 e:z
This, however.h is set::\,d Zrd deviation of P9,826.80. The mec:hanf :‘26820 o
revealed by the h the middle 50 percent have an income range of '<, cito
P3,650.00, thoug tl Only twelve percent of the respondents are repor;ers o
to P6,450.00 anie 1. of income. These include work as fa.rmers. carpent nd'a oy
have secondary 5‘?"':)?\,&0 City. Annual mean income received fro'm seco ary
factory workerssm The standard deviation of P3,464.36 shows a dlspropomoes
jobs is P2,40_4.8 'f the income for those who claim to have secondary sources.
ate distributon & le food of most fishermen (70 percent) who spend more |°’

Rice is the sm: :or it. This amount comes to twelve kl|'08 at PZ.?O a kilo.
less P29.27 a W hile oﬂ;am eat cassava for their breakfast if corn grits are not
Others eat cortl, ¥ . the most popular viand is fish. The imputed mean value
available. As ex:ff: " ;veek is P23.61 (4 kilos at P5.00 par'kilo). In addition to
of fish coqsl:‘mihe; usually have vegetables especially during noon t.lme. For
rice ond e d an average of P5.00 per week. Very little amount is spent °3
these, they §Peﬂ t:e wives usually have backyard garder.ts V{he'f malunggay :“w
vegetables since ttivated. Conspicuously absent in their diet is meat. Very et
other plants are C: ten meat at the time of the survey. For those who eat er:;ea .
‘5 perbcjtyn :)::-vfzu:’th to one-half kilo a week. Other food items consumed ar
they ing oil, and salt.
dried and salted fish, sl'l\g::',‘ ec;tzilr:l::eo:; :rio S Hlo/fever (87 percent), followed by

T o, com)mo Another illness which half of the fishermen reported is
colds (:6 iee;cen"t_h.is may arise from the dubious quality of water supply found
gastro-diarrhea. .
in the village. i 's household fell ill during the previous

Eighty-five memb::::; ::‘;:;::e:::t:\:“t. Of those who got sick during the
year. Of these, 57 :ne’s were brought to the doctor. This shows that the famnlu.as
past year S ass to medical care in the town and consult the doc;or 1:
in Kulungan have acc nd 20 percent of those who got sick were treated at ::r:
tmes Off :::;::s.mar?:‘ the “herbolario’ for curing different kinds of health dis
Some o

orders.

Fishing Activities

Out of one hundred fishermen interviewed, 97 percent reported tl:::‘t 2::::3
i i imary occupation. The average number of year.s spent o
s t'h-e |.r p."n?a y n years. The standard deviation of 11 years m@mates, ow h’lé
a:“tw:'he:r;s :'r’;teteho:e w;\o have been fishing for more than fifty years, whi
tha

others have just started.
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Eighty-six percent of the fishermen acquired fishj
experience. Others learned the trade from friends (4 Percent), from parents, or
relatives (8 percent), others (1 percent.) When asked abouyt opportunities to
attend seminars related to fishing, the majority (91 Percent) said they do not
avail of any. Among those who attended seminars (18 Percent), only fourteen
percent said that these seminars were useful. The majority were unable to use
the knowledge they learned. Seminars on technolog
to the lack of capital to buy the advertised equipment on the part of the fisher-
men, and failure to follow the prescribed method advised by the sponsoring
agency of the seminar (usually the government).

Seventy-four percent of the respondents own the bancy they use for fishing.
Twenty-two percent are hired crews (known as Pasajeros) and the remaining four
percent are boat renters. - The average size

of the boat is twenty-one feet long
(standard deviation = 10 feet), three feet wide (standard deviation = 1)

ng skills through

the middle fifty Percent spend nine to
ten hours at sea. Ordinarily, the catch during those hours goes to the boat
owners if there are no pasajeros. If there are Ppasajeros, the latter receive their
share through a percentage of the catch in

1 one fishing trip. The usual percentage
share is 40 to 45 percent of the total net income. The boat owners take charge

of selling the fish to the market or to a buyer. After deducting all the expenses

of one fishing trip, the boat owner gives the share to his pasajeros. Aside from
the cash share, the hired crew gets a portion

of the catch as 3 token from the
boat owner.
Almost all the respondents (96 percent) own fishing gear. Sixty-one percent
of the fishing gear are single hooks locally known as

Pasol and only 24 percent
are nets locally khown as baling. Owing perhaps to the “crudeness” of the
fishing gear used, the income of the fishermen is low. In addition, 52 percent of
the fishermen own hon-motorized bancas. Thus, the Mmajority of them stay off-
shore for their fishing activities, so that even if they fish almost everyday such
industry hardly contributes to the improvement of their life considering the
limitation of the fishing technology used.

Production

) Peak and lean months vary among the fishermen,
in Kulungan last from three to five months. Months that are considered good
for fishing are March, April, May, June, and duly. Tw

enty-seven percent of the
"3590'“!9'.“3 report that their peak months is 4.4 with a standard deviation of
1.33. This short duration of peak months can be attributed to the type of tech-
nology being used.

use non-motorized pancas and 61 percent
as their main equipment. Thus, a typho

Generally, peak months
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i i i orized hancas still manage tq get adequate
How: ve’?h:;s:i:mzndm:?e:::gegzrf Tez:\ nology app:ars ;ol ben t:‘eor:ta '::_c?rt:‘s; c;: :::
o f peak and leal .
‘r;:cOfded ol :z:vzel:at: ‘:n'::\':‘:se;a‘:ieg from sevet.\ t? nine months. The
SO e e ot onths is 7.2 with a standard devu?tnon of 1.5. duration
T e tomo.cateh ﬂ; the fishermen is unevenly distnbutfsd for the t::a huo X
T e ‘:1 lowest volume is recorded at ten !«los a.n: the ':dae:d
of e months.k.l':)se The average volume is 159.3 kilos wnt a stal
B o . The. tandard deviation shows the wide'vantlon invo um.e
deviaton 183'1.' e k months. Th catch of the .mlddle 50 ‘percs'znt is
o 40 10 durmq| pm\:with a median volume of 100 kolo.s. The disparity t:n
e the. 999hk_l ‘::saused by the presence of the capitalista = open:tor \I;; aot
Vom';‘és(fttu::sﬁt%og kilos during the peak months. The catch is usually so
avera f
O vl ' months is P834.56 with a standard
- T e aa 747 Of'?h?::‘ng::!ngt::?a:ion shows how varied the value o':
deviation o P1'074.'7' 8 directly caused by the disproportionate volume of caI:c
a catch ey Th'sﬂ;s 'ln lean months, the catch is .expectedly lower t :n
during th? lean mon ?t‘hs but it demands higher prices in the m.arket. . Fort_ :
those durlr'lg e . the average volume during these mont'hs is 30 k‘nlos wit
e o d K‘ull‘lnganf. 38.9. The median catch is 20 kilos wu.th a median value
. The F,a pt;r ’kilo during the lean months varies .from P5.00 t:
o Psoo;\(lto"chi:h:rizgc the mean value registered at P187.5, with a standar
P6.00. , . !
o e include fuel, food, and ice. In t'erms o
- T e naes ‘:rle‘St ::::“r’n?:::::es:;r food, the average e-xpense is P.5.56
o exp?siviation of P8.6. Average expense on ice is P2.00 wm.\ a
e mnd'ar' n of P4.17. Median ice expense is zero. . The zero median
standar deW:mex fained by the fact that most of the fushermen. use nonc-l
expen?}ee:! tr;an:as s‘:aying out at sea for 8 to 12 hours. Thus, there is no nee
motoriz , 8
forice to keep 0% ﬁ?: tflr\:\ihr.najority of the fishermen (69 percen't) do not have
- swdy’ "3":3' those who have availed themselves of credit (31 perce:tg,
e o :tre:ll;.tain:d them from private individuals. Mos:t .:efr ::‘:o sut:uayllI;
B0 e ir suki or favorite custo
re oo bOl’fowedralL\g’l;jv ?!?en;t:l:‘/e :':lasutionship as found in Kulungan mak?:
he middlelf'eﬂ (Cognpcatch f;asy. Whenever the need arises, thg usual practu;‘eto
the marketing o! tfreom the suki. In return, the fishermen delivers thedwt; o
o or mm?'yh'n trip. The comprador buys the fish and then :e u:r:mn e
o :?:: a::\olut?t from the debt incurred by th: bor;?wt:lr;'s 'lt'h:: ;sh ag .
ot i i ntage since the suk/ . at
men:‘ ‘::?\:it t‘:?c:lil::‘:\:rﬂe: ttcf odt'hsz:ifuyegs. De§pite the one-sided bargaining
:&::cﬁshermen are still obliged to sell the catch to him.

ave
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Marketing

The selling is usually done by the fish
report that it is the responsibility of the
by the wife usually refers to the peddling

erman himself. Only thirteen percent
wives to sell the fish. The selling done

who, most of the time is the

done at the fish landing. In this way the fishermen are

the catch all the way to the marketplace for which they will necessarily spend
for transportation and other expenses.

In the previous year, 1981, the average
sale of the fishermen was P806.64 with a standard deviation of P890.99. The
median value is P500.00. The biggest volume sold averaged at 145 kilos, with a
st?ndard deviation of 36.27 kilos. Mean value of the smallest sale is P168.14,
with @ standard deviation of P288.80. The median is P51.00 at the median
:_)llume of 10 kilos. The Prevailing price then was between P4.00 to P5.00 per

ilo.

The bargaining is usually
not saddled with bringing

Awareness of Government Projects

Sixty-six percent of the fisher
undertaken in their barrig. The p
(90 percent of the 66 responden
(71 percent), and Biya
Kilusang Kabuhayan at
Pines project (loans), an
officials. Very few of ¢

Mmen are aware of government projects being
rojects they are highly aware of are electricity
ts), water system (86 percent), infrastructure *
They are also aware of the

agree with the statement that for the most
Part, government programs and Projects serve the interests of a few organized
groups in business or lahor and are not Very concerned with the needs of the
People like themselves, Around 74 percent also agree that the government is
undertaking certain activities a

_ : nd programs which they think the government has
no right to do. These attitudes toward the government and its projects may

49

Organizational Participation

: 67 percent) are not members of any organization
i i T:'ur::er:::s‘fr::s:a:entpreason is the lack of_tlme fohr suc:kaet;tl:;:iii
L g id that they are too busy to attend meetings. When a e’
i .Of Fheun ;al : gum like to join if given the chance to become me;r; are.
N eéow ercent) refrained from naming any. For those \ﬁ; .
iy = e (- i ptions (33 percent), the average number b h“"e.m
men;‘!?ers‘ Ufthor:aidn\lfze?ars For the last six months, members reported having
bership is ¢
i meEtin‘_35~ -three fishermen who are members of barangay ofg:np

Out of the thnrt;rOld no position other than as members. Wheni aslu; to
zations, .twent\_/-f_our_ swenty of the fishermen (60 percent) perceive them-
i e pammpat}on}xembers. They receive some forms pf benefits, the most
selves to be very active cial benefits followed by finanptal ones. The mos_t
popular of Wh";h_ art?nstohe barrio is the Kasakit Organization. This is an organi-
popular organization i cammon fund from which its membel_'s may draw frOl'!'I
zation that maintains a W gk | Ths Rand i maintameq from contri-
in cases of death c;: ’ ;roblems commonly met in the organization are leader-
butions of its mem ers.eration. Its members believe, however, that constant
:hllr arludp :;Ifc;ei b(;?fiho are less cooperative solves the problem.
ollow-

Majority of

Needs, Aspirations, and Perceptions

_ _ ir lives, fifty percent of the fishermen
. ConSid?nnfh::et;::u::?as::;\?fa:::)eut their life as a whole. Twenty-five
e mal-m'almhowever that they are a little less than happy. When asked about
g o S their fa;milies to satisfy wants and needs, 65 percent reveal tha't'
L "ore satistied and happy, while 22 percent reveal “somewhere in between
they ar
(neither happy norel::eh:tppzf)- the fishermen who have participated and are
E.ghtv:who epxisting organizations in the barangay say that they are happy
members o t e_ sation. Only 17 percent have ambivalent feelings about ?hew
about thea‘r par‘}:;pjame'holds true when asked about the government-assisted
memhershlrr:mew'six percent of those who have heard and are aware of the
RS, vernment programs are happy about them. When asked if there was
dlffergnt g: e they could do to improve their living, 84 percent of the f:shgrmen
g’ at't'uer They also think that the government can do s_omEthlng tf-:
answ‘?red pOSItlhe';/.living conditions and to stimulate the econ-omuc and §uc|a
s, |mpr€f>‘feh ir II:arrio There is a consensus among the maiont\_’ of the f.sher-
progrf;;tothte :;vernme.nt should lend money for their fishing activities without
men ;
ol ) reqUifemegt: f):rt:r;f\ltr gfarttl.le fishermen believed that they were "'f"it!‘in
h f":rl:tea‘,:}?r:ifigo;ungs of the ladder (mean rung is 3 with a standard deviation
the ©i
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of 1). At Present, 84 percent still believe that they have not improved their
lives. Five years

Om now, 74 percent see themselves in the same rung. The
mean rung-is, however, increased to four which reveals that some of the fisher-
men see themselves ag improving their lives in the future. Most of the answers of
those fishermen who remain in the same level, state as a reason their inability to
cope with the increasing cost of living. As they said, “the time is getting worse
that improvement of ouy lives is becoming impossible.”

The: values considered in the survey and the corresponding rates by the

: ion” ranks first with 98 percent of the fisher-
men saying it is very important. This is followed by “self-respect” (91 Percent),

“family security” (gg percent), “comfortable life” (84 percent), “‘sense of

accomplishment” (75 percent), and “social recognition” (72 percent). Seventy-
nine percent of the fishermen desire

f their lives in the future. It was said that

dren must finish their studies in the near
will be thair Parent’s turn to rest.

Conclusion

This study was conducted to gather some
economic conditions of fi

villages were chosen for ¢
Committee.

Findings revealed that fishermen constitute one sector of the '‘marginalized
and impoverished Filipinos. They are poor in many aspects of their life — edu-

cation, income, food, housing conditions, technology used, benefits received
from the government, and

and accept their poverty without so much complaint.

The respondents from the four villages differ in the degree of their poverty.
There are the very poor, and the not so Poor. The fishermen in Barangay 10 of
Buenavista, Agusan come out the poorest, while those in Magsaysay, Parang,
Maguindanao, relatively, are better off. The former’s mean annual income is
P3,392.65, while the Iatter's is P8,781.31. The factor behind the difference,
seemingly, is the type of boat the fishermen
Magsaysay own more powerful boats that can
travel great distances. They can travel to rich
from lean months. Consequently, they get a
‘more income. Since they earn more, th
Property, and enjoy a better life,

It was also found out that the
an effort to augment their inome a
forced to sell their catch to the mo
Price than that in the
for their fish.

baseline information on the socio-
shing villages in Eastern Mindanao. Four coastal
he study based on the criteria set by the Research

er fishing grounds and suffer less
bigger annual catch which means
ey eat better food, possess more

Poor fishermen go into credit more often in
nd obtain more capital. Asa result, they are
ney lender who buys the fish at a much lower
market. Thus, the fishermen are deprived of better returns
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ess and contentment may
jority claim that they
hich are actually far

in
ing among the fishermen of happi
hide feelings o7 * h their food and housing con strong impression among
are contented Wit This fatalistic attitude results fl‘?"‘ a e their lot in life. Most
from satisfactory. 1hi t do anything anymore to umpro: after going through so
them that they can ﬂ: to salvation as their only rewar y respondents who are
of the fishermen loo n earth. In contrast, the MagsaY’:e which was rated only
much suffermg'heref :milv security of primary importan ot'h"' areas. The former
better off consider by the poorer respondents from th: of escape from poverty.
second to salvation by of their children as their ho;.: “titudes toward govern-
conceive the education the four areas differ in‘thell’ 8n were non-committal,
The fishermen 1‘mmAplaya and Magsaysay fns“ermf(ed negatively at govern-
ment programs. Bago Kulungan and Barangay 10 loo iven on their behalf not
while respondents fronf1_ herman consider the seminars g! ment could be due to
ment projects. Tl:lesa lstoward the programs of the Qove:; intended recipients.
helpful. Such attitudes lanned and handed down to ¢ and given to fishermen
the way the projects 8':::: and assistance are planned ofl;tmd by them. Hence,
Most of the time, prl?etion with those who will be 8t°ers and from the project
without pr|ior ::‘;::nmed from planners and implementors,
these people ar

le. )
»e v;:: study’s findings reveal that

o AT o o
ram planners. foed for
:l:zigr development approach to this pa

the problem of poverty among th:e:.ss::‘.;
t implications for policy-ma d
om: rethinking government programs an

\ar sector of the society.




