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fishingVILLAGES IN EASTERN MINDANAO
I. BAGO APLAYA, DAVAO CITY

Introduction
CORAZON MAE BAYLON
LOURDES J. MAMAED

The Eartern Mindanao Research Consortium (EMARC) which is composed
of four social research centers (Ateneo de Davao University Holy CroM o?
Disos Notre Cteme of Cotabato City, and Urios Coiiege of h«
completed the fiBt ̂ ase of its poverty survey of four fishing commutes ?n
eastern Mindanao. The focus on fishermen and fishing villages appeared as a
research imperative since fishermen are often alluded to as "the poorest of the
poor" m many p»er^ studies. Each of the EMARC membem selected one
research site in its locality in which the survey was conducted.

The multi-purpose «udy was primarily undertaken for the purpose of pro
viding infbnnation which will hop^uiiy help in the formulation of policies and
programs that will improve the living conditions of fishermen; and secondly for
the purpose of generating hypotheses as to why fishermen are poor and remain
SO. More specifically, the survey intended to:

1. present a socioeconomic profile of coastal households;
2. describe economic activities related to fishing communities;
3. determine fishermen's participation and attitudes towards existing

organizations;

4. determine their attitudes and perceptions towards government-assisted
programs; and

5. describe their perception of poverty, aspirations, needs, and sentiments.

The single research design divided the work into three phases:

I, preliminary survey of the fishing communities;
II. final selection of four fishing communities, pretesting instruments,

immersion activities, and community survey;
HI. mapping^ousehold listing activities, selection of sample households,

interviews.

Household listing and mapping activities were undertaken simultaneously
for piK week. The listing generated 150 eligible respondents for the study and
1:00 fishermen-respondents were randomly chosen from the list. Substitute res
pondents equal to ten percent of the sample virere likewise chosen.

General Profile of the Village

Bago Aplaya is one of six sitios in Bago Gallera, Davao City. Approximately
eleven kilometers from Davao City Poblacion and 1.1 kilometers from the
national highway, it is reached either on foot or by tricycles that ply the route
from Tori I. Bago Aplaya is inhabited by 361 squatter families, majority of
whom are full-time fishermen. In January 1981, the Ministry of Human Settle
ments inaugurated its BLISS Project in the area and relocated 50 families to the
bliss Site. "Old" Bago Aplaya now refers to the area that is not included in
the BLISS Project. This study includes "Old" Bago Aplaya and the BLISS Site.
There are 50 fishermen-households in the BLISS Site, while 155 fishermen
households are scattered all over the rest of "Old" Bago Aplaya.

The village's proximity to the poblacion gives the household members access
to secondary occupations like carpentry and utility work. The construction of a
17-hectare modern beach resort on an adjacent area, for example, gave the
household members the opportunity to work as casual laborers, carpenters, and
utility men. There are two types of fishing activities in the area: marine fishing
and fishpond farming. Two hundred and one families are engag^ in marine
fishing while five families manage fishponds. Households engage in fishing t e
whole year round. The months from May to July are considered peak months,
while February to April are the lean months.

A number of government agencies, established mainly to extend governmen
assistance to the households, can be seen in the BLISS Site. These are the
Ministry of Human Settlements, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources,
Ministry of Local Government, Population Commission, Ministry of Health, and
Ministry of Social Services and Development. In contrast, no government
agencies hold office in Bago Aplaya.

The presence of two boat manufacturers, mat weavers, and a noodle factory
is an indication of the growing industrialization in the area.

Demographic Characteristics

Of the 100 respondents interviewed more than three-fourths (78 per cei^
of the respondents are married while the rest (18 per cent) are single or widowed
(2 oer cent) Fifty-three percent of the fishermen are below 40 years old, and
the mean age is 38.7 years. More than half (53 per cent) of them have resided in
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the place for more than three years. Forty-one were born in Davao City thirteen
were born in Bago Aplaya. One third of the fishermen had migrated from the
Visayas, mostly from Cebu and Leyte, and three came from Luzon Seventy
seven respondents have no secondary education. Three finished Grade V and
forty are elementary graduates. Only three respondents are high school
graduates. The educational attainment of the fishermen is low with 5 5 mean
years of schooling. A good majority (86 per cent) of the respondents are
Catholics, SIX per cent are Iglesia ni Kristo followers, and four percent are Pro-
testa nts.

Socioeconomic Characteristics

Eighty of the 100 respondents reside in houses which are constructed of

3^ ne"i nf?.°° n T' " F°rtV-two of these houses are in
matlrielf FonrfL 'T", ""^9 m houses built of strongmaterials Forty-five respondents constructed their houses on somebody else's
lot without paying any lot rental. Fourteen of them live in houses on rented lots

1 niro: rPBot"'ef -d a mfnthiy
hZe le d le rln, r' '^^P°"dents) live in three-room
ou « e at et "edroom). Thirty-seven live in two-roomhouses (sala,andat the same time, a dining room and one bedroom) All

AlThouaV'rS' fishermen's home is three,
trioity whuf 47 ut"i; " respondents use eiec-

V STiTrr• - - '"T,r S—

havedin?ng''trblesl?din?ng'!I?s°'1l^^^^^^^^^^ haV"'
«r97pe^\'::;d^o'rh^"r °rrorpondents have radios; seven havetie4irtr'a°ni^^^^^^^

SaventflPn ^i. ' *^0 own refrigerators,
own a t i^vcle v J T" • ■ ^wo of these have farm lots or
their nolefrom f tr u"'''"? " ' ""-"her supplement
one to fZ 0 rn ' e ̂  I raising pigs and chickens. Thirty families own fromone lo Tour pigs, nine have two to five ch rlrAnc *w l

40 chickens. Nine households raise goats households own 20 to

have^no "e^rprem ::d ":f" ^Forty-four own a motorized boat; 35 percent own non mo^mfzedTnrz'tT
cent are either boat renters or hired crew. otorized, and 24 per-

The average household size in Bago Aplaya is six. Of the household
members of working age, 154 are actually working or employed. Majority of the

wives in the area keep house and take care of the children. They also help sell
the fish caught by their husband. Almost ail of the households (93 per cent) are

"""'NYnlty-^'rht Percent of the fishermen depend on fishing as the primary
source of income The mean annual income of the households from fishing is
P4 178 69 (Thirty-nine respondents did not report their income.) The highestyearly llome Yom fish receded is P15.000.00 while the lowest is Pl.OOO.OO.
There are opportunities for the fishermen to earn secondary incomes. House
hold members who are of working age take jobs as carpenters or la^rers m the
chiD buMdina and resort establishments found in nearby barangays. Some fisher
men are ieepney/tricycle drivers during off-fishing days and lean fishing months.
The mean annual income for these households from non-fishing activities is
P1,151.38. , . . , X • J r 1.

The food consumption pattern of the fishermen is a diet of nee and fish.
Rice is the staple food for 83 percent of the 100 respondents. The mean value
spent on rice a week is P37.00. Five households reported that they spend from
p40 00 — P75.00 on rice per week. The mean value of fish consumption for one
week Is P25.80. However, 14 respondents reported that they spend an imputed
value of P50.00 to P87.00 on fish in a week. The majority of the fishermen (79
per cent) take coffee for breakfast. Eighty percent serve vegetables for lunch
with the mean value spent on vegetables per week being P4.17. While dried fish
is present on the table everyday, 58 percent of the respondents also have meat in
their diet. Thirty-three percent consume at least one kilo of meat per week.
Moreover, of the 100 household interviewed, 41 said that they also take snacks.

Ninety-four fishermen mentioned that flu/fever and colds are the most
common ailments In the barangay. A high incidence of these ailments can be
expected among fishermen and seashore dwellers. Thirty-eight households also
report the Incidence of gastro-diarrhea especially among children. However,
although flu/fever and colds are common, only 52 household members got sick
during the past year. Of these, 24 needed medical treatment, but only ten
(mostly children) were brought to the doctor for consultation and treatment.
Self-medication and treatment by an herbolario are common practices among
fishermen.

Fishing As A Primary Occupation

Ninety-eight percent of the fishermen are engaged in full-time fishing
activities. Fishermen In Bago Aplaya have devoted a mean of 16.3 years in
fishing. The number of years the fishermen have been fishing ranges from four
to sixteen years. Sixty-five percent of the respondents are the only fishermen in
the household. Twenty-eight percent have one other household member who
goes off-shore fishing with him. Twelve percent of the households spend three
hours a day fishing. The rest spend ten to twelve hours daily fishing. Fishermen
go out flshir^ three to seven days a week. Thirty-one percent fish seven days a
wefik; twenty-five percent fish six days a week, while the remaining twenty-one
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percent ftsh five days a week. Four percent fish three days a week while nine
teen percent go out fishing four days a week. The remaining days are spent
mending nets, resting, or working in secondary occupations.

Knowledge of Fishing Technology

Fishermen learned fishing through experience, from friends parents/
relatives, and others. Thirty-eight percent of the fishermen learned fishinq
through experience. They also learned the craft by going out fishing either as a
crew or as a companion. About 34 percent learned fishing from parents and
relatives, wnile 24 percent learned it from their friends

Fishermen were also asked if thow k-j

trainings which teach them new methods of'fLhtT'^Six^'rnf pe3t "aW
knLledgHeamld'Lm"t"e"BFVR sImhiS° 'on
"™r:Sn:::: r; .i"As to fishmg gear used, th,rty-fi„e percent of the respondents use the bio
net while twenty-eight percent use the small net. Sixteen percenttsrthfslna e
hook, and twenty-one percent use the multioPp hnrxu a . ̂
owns a motorized or non-motorized b^t A boat ̂ ent
independently of the boat ownerrHe ,w "
owner, and this is either a fixed rate or ^ i^" ''oat
crew member is one who works with b hnT" ° income. A hired

.  1- • j .cu with a boat owner or a boat rentpr For Hiqservices, he iS paid either a fixed rate or a percentage of the net ncome
Seventy-four percent of the fishermen studied are boat owners 60 Percent

fully paid for their boats, while fniirtoc» ^ percent
six percent have no hoat; they are either boat7enter7n? Twenty-i  xn0r D03i rontsrs or cr^w inpmhi^r^ Amonnthe nine renters and seventeen hired crew members, ten revea^era cash-fhTr^no
arrangement while nine receive their shai-p tu snaring

r vJh and kind Thp I ® receive their sharesin both cash 3"° The mean sharing percentage is 37 6 percent Only nine
revealed some other benefits given. ' .o percent, uniynine

Production

Fifty percent ̂  ^^^et they have four peak months and
these are t e re April, May, and June. The lean months are
August, September, October. The respondents catch an average of 121.5 kilos
of fish a month. This has a total value of P616.65 during peak months. During
this season, f«sh sold at an average of P5.00 per kilo. The mean catch
on lean month is 45 kilos per month, with a mean value of P289 34. The priceaverages P6.40 per kilo.

The fishermen s expenses for a fishing trip cover costs for fuel food, and ice
Fishermen spend an amount of P5.OO on food and P3.00 on ice per fishing trip.
When asked if credit is available for fishing activities, forty-nine fishermen said
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ves- thirty-eight said no. Fourteen fishermen do not know If there is any source
of available credit. Four sources of credit were identified. These are the govern
ment banks private individuals, and relatives. Twenty-six fishermen chose
private individuals as their main source of credit. Only five identified the
government.

Marketing Activities

The fishermen said that the fish they catch are both for consumption and
for sale: 10 percent for consumption, and 90 percent for sale. Usually, either
husband or wife or both are responsible for selling the catch at the market,
either in the barangay or the poblacion. It is worth noting that 31 percent of
the catch is sold at the fish landing. Fifty-six percent of the fishermen sell their
catch to middlemen, 22 percent to the final seller, while the rest sell directly to
the consumer. The nearest market Is approximately 17 minutes away from the
fish landing. Eighty fishermen states that their biggest sale was P299.90, while
their smallest was P58.00 for a fishing trip. The largest volume of fish sold was
50 kilos while the smallest volume was 4 kilos.

Membership In Organizations

Fifty-three percent of the fishermen are not members of any organization
Of these, only one is willing to join a social, civic, or religious organization Of
the 41 percent who are members of an organization, twenty-two Perceive them
selves as active members. Nine say they are slightly active. Only three consider
themselves very active. Twenty-seven of the members said they have received
benefits from the organization. The benefits are either financial, social or '
terms of facilities. Eleven members Indicated not having received any benefit"
When asked about the problems and constraints in the organization, 80 fisher
men gave "don't know" and "no" replies.

Most of the fishermen (65 percent) are aware of government projects und
taken in the community such as the KHusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran (KKK^!
and the Biyayang Dagat Programs. However, only three so far have beneft
from the KKK, while 77 have not. As for Biyayang only fiyg ̂ ish ' ̂
have received grants. The other government projects like DBp ^''^nen
structure, water system, electricity, and others are not known to the maior t" *
the respondents. ' ̂ ®

Fishermen's opinions regarding government programs are varied ai h
39 fishermen were undecided, 32 agreed that for the most part ^
programs serve the interest of' organized groups such as business'or
are not very concerned about the needs of people like the fishermen a
percentage (42 percent each) of the respondents either disagreed
undecided that these days the government Is trying to do too man
including those that the government has no right to undertake. ^ things.
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Needs, Aspirations, And Perceptions

Majority of the fishermen perceive their life as "happy" or "just happy."
This feeling is consistent with their opinion on their organizational participation,
presence of government projects, private agencies, and their family's abHity to

InS ' "
Where1!;lvrertht''rnd T" '""9
rr.e no rec V l.n^h "S"- ■^i^een do not knowor gave no reply. When they were asked where thpv thinu n u
ladder five years from now, only 47 nave their an«ju«!^ a • ^
narnpn*!«ne *u x- u ^ ^nswet, A questloo on needs and

Hb '"Shetraen the degree of importance they place on acomfb^ble life, a sense of accomplishment, family security self-respect socialreimgnition, and salvation. All the above were considered v^ry lm^rt bu
salvation came out as the most important uuith i . '"'PO"ani, d"icomfortable life came out as a pilorXd ' ""™'-

Forty-eight fishermen desire that their childran tmSch v,«ii j • ^stable iob. Eleven wish them to have a h^ppy marrL u'
help In fishing. Slxty-elght percent of th. f^hl Eight wish them to
Intake enough for the family while about 32 oerra't"" ""9'Seventy-flve percent of .heVd, me^a7so be™
enough for the family. The rest (18 oerZrl *heir houses are large

La- X I >■«: ic»n 10 percent) said that t s enouah Fishermen'sperception of poverty revealed that almost half of them (dTpercen ) oeJ^"vI
themselves on the poverty line, while 44 nerrnn* Percent) perceive
line Only 5 nerrent faJLl? percent perceive themselves below theline, uniy b percent feel they are above the poverty line.


