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Introduction

Executive Order 79 (EO 79) states what should be done by
the mining sectors and how they should act in accordance with
the law. It lays down guidelines designating areas where mining

should not be operated, to wit, near cemeteries, archaeological

sites, waterways, reservoirs, old growth forests, protected areas and
isting mining

prime agricultural lands. It includes a review on €xl
agreements entered into by the government, both large-scal'e arfd
small-scale operations. It sets standards for small-scale mining 11
the extraction of precious minerals.

EO 79 provides benefits that redound to the people, puttinfg a
face to the 1987 Philippine Constitution. Among these ar€ Sec.tfon
1, Article XII® that mentions equal distribution of OPPO“umt?es’
income, and wealth to all sectors in society and paragraph 3, Section
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It seems that MGB (Minerals and Geosciences Bureau) is
prioritizing the applications of foreign large-scale mining
companies. And yet, if you will compare the land area
excavated by small-scale miners and that of large-scale
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should immediately notify government agencies like the DENR
and the concerned local government units” Ed Arreza, Mines and
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Eight questions were raised in the survey questionnaire:
1. Does mining help your community?

2. Does mining destroy the natural resources of your
community?

3. Does mining help your barangay economically?

4. tl;o you think the mining operators in your barangay have
e proper technology for mining operations to be safe?

5. Do you thmk it is reasonable for the Local Government to
allow mining in your barangay?

lio you thmk it is beneficial for the people in your barangay
that mining was allowed to operate here?

If yes, d
ha)\ie o0 .the' presence of these non-resident work forces
a positive impact on your commu nity?

0 .
respozdtil;t:l:l:isslon of whether mining helped their community, 25
eight said yes f}’es an.d 12 did not answer in Barangay Kauswagan;
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Baranga): Pintatagai’fs;nt:iv;g,sak-i no, and eight did not answer in
answer in Barangay l;untalinazald Yes, five said no, and five did 1ot
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On the question of whether mining helped their barangay
economically, Barangay Kauswagan had 21 saying yes, two said #no,
and 14 did not answer. In Barangay Mahayag, nine said yes, one said
no, and 16 did not answer. In Barangay Pintatagan, 20 said yes, two
said no, and 13 did not answer. In Barangay Puntalinao 27 answered
yes, five said no, and one did not answer
ther mining companies operating in their
per technology for mining operations to
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Barangay Mahayag nine said 10, and 17 did not answer. In Barangay
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Puntalinao two said yes, 31 said no.
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On th '
work forcisqﬁesnon of ?V.hether the presence of these non-resident
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daily needs; but, 71 tcy’ g:greedthatiﬁmp roved their community’s
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their areas do at the mining operators in
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their local governm;nt agreed that they still find it reasonable for
that mining operati t‘? allow mining in their areas. Fifty stated

Perations in their areas benefited them; although,

e area of th
€ presence of non-resident work

forces operating i
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Conclusion

work to mj :
Order 79 specifically mandateggle. Section 11 (f)2 of Executive
€ government to i ini
provide training.

-
12 Section 11. Measures to Iy

address issues on small Prove Small-Scale

-scale mining, the following mMming Activities. To improve and

€asures shall be undertaken:

educational assistance, dissemination and transfer of important
technologies with regards to small-scale mining to small-scale
miners but this provision of the law is not evident.

Second, the locations of the mining area in the four barangays
are also contentious. These mining areas are near waterways and
prime agricultural lands. This contradicts Section I of Executive
Order 79 designating areas where mining should not be done: near
cemeteries, archeological sites, waterways, I€Servoirs, old growth

forests, protected areas and prime agricultural lands.

Third, half of the 131 respondents agreed that the legislative
aim of Executive Order 79 to increase the economic development
of the community was met. Mining in their areas has helped.th.eir
community financially and improved their Jives. However, majority

of the respondents saw that mining operations destroyed their

natural resources which contradicted Section 21 of the said law.

cations for mineral contracts,

5 Section 1. Area - - i
1 Section 1. Areas Closed to Mining Applications. App . :
. d in the following: a) Areas expressly
hall mot b . b) d areas categorized an

concessions, and agreements §

enumerated Section 19 of RA No. 7942 b) Protecte

establisl:efi u:crllg: :he National Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAIS\I)Om;(éeS{/ Rﬁ; Ij}?é
7586; c) Prime agricultural lands, in addition to lands cove;e' {din . ntatic;ns an
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law of 1988, as amended, 130_1 divlzlo et 20mes
areas devoted to valuable crops and strategic agriculture and fisheries P

and fish refuge and sanctuaries declared as such by the Se_?re(tial.'y e
Agriculture (DA); d) Tourism development areas, 35 identifie dm stems, and impact
Development Plan (NTDP) and, e) Other critical,ar.eas’ lSkm- ecos%molo’ies that the
areas of mining as determined by current and existing mapplgg tge'j] ationsg su’ch s, but
DENR may hereafter identify pursuant to existing laws, rules, and ré ’

not limited to, the NIPAS Act.

xxx . . .

1 Section 2. Full Enforcement of Environmental Standards in Mlnin%eg:fri‘s’v‘zg‘gg;
in general, and the Department of Environmental and Natura e e onment
in particular, in coordination with concerned LGl.Js,' shalldensu.rfo nmental laws, rules,
standards in mining, as prescribed by the various mining an CI}VIte sanctions meted out
and regulations, shall be fully and strictly enforced, and appropria
against violators thereof. . rtinent

In line with the above, only those who are able to strictly co the p;licable
requirements shall be eligible for the grant of mining rights,
provisions of RA No. 7942.
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Hence, while small-scale mining operations in these four
barangays in Banaybanay, Davao Oriental achieved financial growth
and community development, they also threatened the natural
resources and the lives of the people. As observed, Executive Order

79 was not strictly implemented in the mining areas in Banaybanay
Davao Oriental.




