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Birth of Dasmo
City recalled
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(Mr. GlnfroniR .a former rcsitJent of Dnrao City, heads the Resenreli and In-
fonnatJon unit of the Phiiippine Merchant Marine Academy in Fort Bonifaekh
He ia a grndunte of the National Defense GoUetrc of the Philippines and holds
n miiiitcr's (iegree in national security administrntion. lie has been an laatructor
in history In a locai eoUeae for many years-Ed.'^

Forty years ago on March 1,
1937, late President Elpidio Qui-
rino. then Secretary of Interior
in the Commonwealth govern-

I ment, inaugurated the newly-crc-
ated City of Davao whose charter
was authored by Assemblyman
Romualdo C. Quimpo, Davao's
first elected representative to

the National Assembly.
The instruction of the late Pre

sident Manuel L. Quezon to Qui-
rino was sent from Washington
through Executive Secretary
Jorge Vargas who was then Ma-

lacanang caretaker.
The Quirino party aboard the

coast guard cutter "Banahaw"

was met by a flotilla of color
fully decorated launches orga

nized by Alfonso Angliongto, pre
sident of the Davao Navigation
Shipping Co. at about 8:30 a.m.
on Monday. March 1. 1937.

After a military review, the
formal inaugural ceremonies fol

lowed. Rev. Fr. Joseph Reyes
delivered ihe invocation. Assem

blyman Quimpo, in his speech,
recalled his fight for the appro
val (rf the Davao City chater
He said that despite the endorse

ment by the committee on Min
danao and special provinces,
and the committee on Manila

and chartered cities; opposi
tions were registered, interpel
lations made, and amendments

offered "tending to defeat the
bill or otherwise make it so that

it will not be passed, or if pass
ed, will be vetoed." But, Quim
po said, he was backed up by
President Quezon.

Manila City Engineer Santiago
Artiaga. who was appointed ear
lier by President Quezon, was
inducted by Quirino. together

with the members of the munici-

pal board.

Quirino lauded Quimpo and ex
tended his felicitations to the

people of Davao. He predicted
a big boom on tourism as

he cited great tourism poten
tial of the city by the gulf.

Lunch was served at the Phi

lippine Constabulary reservation
after which the first city council
was convened. The first act of

the council was to adopt the cr-
dinanccs of the deiunct Davao

municipality and Gulanga dist.
as the ordinances of the newly-
chartered Davao City. In the eve
ning. a reception and ball was

held at the puericulture center
attended by Davao's "400." The
first news dispatched to Manila
was wired by Corrspondent Nick
V. Pacifico.

Meanwhile, from Malacafiang,

Secretary Vargas telephoned Ma
yor Artiaga to transmit the mes

sage of President Quezon. The
message was:

To the pecH>Ie of Davao: The
inauguration under its new char
ter of the City of Davao, im

portant in international trade,
brings to realization one of my
long-cherished plans ol affording
your city every opportunity to
make great strides in the politi
cal, social, and economic deve
lopment. I have selected as your
rnayor-a man long tried in muni
cipal administration and I am
confident thnt your city officials
with the whole-hearted coopera
tion of the elements of the com
munity will succeed in making
Davao a progressive and n>ode!
urban center. From the United

States I send you my greetings
and felicitations."

Among the prominent VIPs

who attended the Davao City
Conlinued on page 7
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Birth of Davao...
inauguration were:
Major General Paulino Santos.

Commissioner Marcial Kasilag,

Gov. Teodosio Dino. Jose S. Pe

rez, Aurelio Cecillio. Assembly
man Miguel Tolentino, Assembly
man Juan S. Alano. and Major
Joe E. Stevenot of the Philippine
Long Distance Telephone Co.
Major Stevenot announced tliat

next to Cebu, Davao was the se

cond city to get In touch with
Manila and also predicted that
Davao "would equal in commer
cial importance with Cebu and
Hollo in five years' time."-
The following day. Quirino, ac

companied by Quimpo and Ala-
no. motored to Santa Cruz to in
augurate the Davao Cotabato
highway. It was here, again,
where Quirino predicted that Da
vao City would be a tourist's
center.
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