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THE TRIPOLI AGREEMENT

In the Name of God, the Omnipotent, the Merciful.

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES AND MORO
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT WITH THE PARTICI-
PATION OF THE QUADRIPARTITE MINISTERIAL COM.-
MISSION MEMBERS OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE
AND THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZA-
TION OF ISLAMIC CONFERENCE

In accordance with the Resolution No. IV Para Vv adopt-
ed by the Council of Ministers of the Islamic Conference in
its Fourth Session held in Benghazi, Libyan Arab Republic
during the month of Safar 1393 H. corresponding to March
1973, calling for the formation of Quadripartite Ministerial
Commission representing the Libyan Arah Republic, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Senegal and the
Republic of Somalia, to enter into discussions with the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of the Philippines concerning the
situation of the Muslims in the South of the Philippines.

And in accordance with the Resolution No. (18) adopted
by the Islamic Conference held in Kual, Lumpur, Malaysia
in Jumada Alakhir 1393 H. corresponding to June 1974 A.D.
which recommends the searching for 3 just and peaceful
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political solution to the problem of the Muslims in the South
of the Philippines through the negotiations.

And in accordance with the Resolution No. 12/7/S
adopted by the Islamic Conference held in Istanbul in
Jumada El-Ula 1396 H. corresponding to May 1976 A.D.
empowering the Quadripartite Ministerial Commission and
the Secretary General of the Islamic Conference to take the
necessary steps for the resumption of negotiations.

. 'And following the task undertaken by the Quadripartite
Mlms.terial Commission and the Secretary General of the
¥slam1c Conference and the discussions held with H.E. Pres-
ident Marcos, President of the Republic of the Philippines.

_ And in realization of the contents of Para. (VI) of the
Joint Communique issued in Tripoli on the 25th Zulgeda
?396 H. corresponding to 17th November 1976 A.D. follow-
ing the official visit paid by the delegation of the Govern-
ment of the Philippines headed by the First Lady of the
Philippines, Mrs. Imelda Romualdez Marcos, to the Libyan
Arab Republic and which calls for the resumption of negotia-
tions bEtWEEn the two parﬁes concerned in Trlpoh on the

15th of December 1976 A.D

.Negotiaﬁons were held in the City of Tripoli during the
{)Segr;ocll_l between 24tk Zulhijja 1396 H. to Second to Moharram
o b corresponding to the period from 15th to 23rd
cember 1976 A.D. at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs pre-
sided over by Dr, A} Abdussalam Treki, Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs of the7 ; X e
of the Delegations of Libyan Arab Republic, and comprising

.
.

1. Government of e Republic of the Philippines, led

by .Honorable Carmelo Z. Barbero, Undersecretary of
National Defense for Civiljan Relations.

2. Moro National Liberation Front, led by Mr. Nur Mis-
uari, Chief of the Front.

And with the participation of the representatives of the
Quadripartite Ministerial Commission:

The Libyan Arab Republic—represented by Dr. Ali
Abdussalam Treki, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia—H.E. Salah Abdalla
El-Fadl, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Libyan Arab Republic.

The Republic of Senegal —Mr. Abubakar Othman Si,
Representative of the Republic of Senegal and Charge
d’ Affaires of Senegal in Cairo.

Democratic Republic of Somalia—H.E. Bazi Mohamed
Sufi, Ambassador of the Democratic Republic of Somalia,
Libyan Arab Republic.

With the aid of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Karim Gaye, Secretary
General of the Organization of Islamic Conference, and a
delegation from the Secretariat General of the Conference
composed of Mr. Qasim Zuheri, Assistant Secretary Gener-
al and Mr. Aref Ben Musa, Director of Political Department.

During these negotiations which were marked by a
spirit of condiliation and understanding, it has been agreed
on the following;:

First: The establishment of Autonomy in the Southern
Philippines within the realm of the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of the Republic of the Philippines.



Second: The areas of the autonomy for the Muslims in
the Southern Philippines shall comprise the following:

1. Basilan
2. Sulu 9. Lanao Norte
3. Tawi-Tawi 10. Lanao Sur
4. Zamboanga del Sur 11. Davao Sur
5. Zamboanga del Norte 12. South Cotabato
6. North Cotabato 13. Palawan
7. Maguindanao 14. All the cities and villages
8. Sultan Kudarat situated in the above-
mentioned areas.
Third:

1 Foreign Policy shall be of the competence of the Cen-
tral Government of the Philippines.

2 The Nationg] Defense Affairs shall be the concern of
the 'C(.entral Authority provided that the arrangements for
the joining of the forces of the Moro National Liberation
Front with the Philippine Armed Forces be discussed later.

3 In the are
the rig

Islami

as of the autonomy, the Muslims shall have
uE et up their own Courts which implement the
all Coir?sh'a n’la lz'aws‘ The Muslims shall be represented in
of the M mlc uch.ng the Supreme Court. The representation
recommeucsi 'MS in the Supreme Court shall be upon the
the Sy rer;nahcon from the authorities of the Autonomy and
of the Ee uli]' Ourt, [?ecrees will be issued by the President
; 1 public of thejr appointments taking into considera-
i necessary qualifications of the candidates.

4 Authoritieg of
Philippines sh
and universit

the autonomy in the South of the
all have the right to set up schools, colleges
_ : €S, provided that matters pertaining to the
relationship between these educational and scientific organs

_and the general education system in the State shall be sub-
ject of discussion later on_

5 The Muslims shall have their own administrative sys-
tem in compliance with the objectives of the autonomy and
its institutions. The relationship between this administrative
system and the Central administrative system to be discus-
sed later.

6 The authorities of the autonomy in the South of the
Philippines shall have their own economic and financial sys-
tem. The relationship between this system and the Central
economic and financial system of the State shall be discussed
later.

7 The authorities of the autonomy in the South of the
Philippines shall enjoy the right of representation and par-
ticipation in the Central Government and in all other organs
of the State. The number of representatives and ways of
participation shall be fixed later.

8 Special Regional Security Forces are to be set up in the
area of the Autonomy for the Muslims in the Soyuth of the
Philippines. The relationship between these forceg and the
Central security forces shall be fixed later.

9 A Legislative Assembly and an Executive Council
shall be formed in the areas of the Autonomy foy the Mus-
lims. The setting up of the Legislative ASSembly shall be
constituted through a direct election, and the formation of
the Executive Council shall take place through appointments
by the Legislative Assembly. A decree foy their formation
shall be enacted by the President of the Republic respective-
ly. The number of members of each assembly shall be deter-
mined later on.

10 Mines and mineral resources fa]] within the compe-
tence of the Central Government, and , reasonable percen-
tage deriving from the revenues of the mines and minerals
be fixed for the benefit of the areas of the autonomy.




11 A mixed Committee shall be composed of representa-
tives of the Central Government of the Republic of the
Philippines and representatives of the Moro National Libera-
tion Front. The mixed Committee shall meet in Tripoli dur-
ing the period from the Fifth of February to a date not later
than the Third of March 1977. The task of the said Committee
shall be charged to study in detail the points left for discus-
Slon in order to reach a solution thereof in conformity with
the provisions of this agreement.

. 12 Cease-fire shall be declared immediately after the
zlf%natture of this agreement, provided that its coming into
Com::ould not exceed the 20th January 1977. A Joint
help of fhe shall be' composed of the two parties with the
resented e Organization of the Islamic Conference rep-
ed by the Quadripartite Ministerial Commission to

supervi : . .
Pervise the implementation of the cease-fire.

su Th.e- said Joint Committee shall also be charged with
Pervising the following:
and ftlhA Complete amnesty in the areas of the autonomy
‘ € renunciation of all legal claims and codes result-
ll’lg frOm

ev : i
Philippines.ents which took place in the South of the

b The

relati Telease of all the political prisoners who had

©1S with the events in the South of the Philippines.
their ar € Teturn of all refugees who have abandoned
€8 in the South of the Philippines.

d To
. 8uaran
meetings, tee the freedom of movements and

13 A joint meetj - oddah dusd .
week of the mong, ng be held in Jeddah during the first

o of March 1977 to initial what has been
concluded by the Committee referred to in Para. 11.

14 The final agreement concerning the setting up of the
autonomy referred ty jn the first and second paragraphs

shall be signed in the City of Manila, Republic of the Philip-
pines, between the Government of the Philippines and Moro
National Liberation Front, and the Islamic Conference rep-
resented by the Quadripartite Ministerial Commission and
the Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic Confer-
ence.

15 Immediately after the signature of the Agreement in
Manila, a Provisional Government shall be established in the
areas of the autonomy to be appointed by the President of
the Philippines; and be charged with the task of preparing
for the elections of the Legislative Assembly in the territories
of the Autonomy; and administer the areas in accordance
with the provisions of this agreement until a Government is
formed by the elected Legislative Assembly.

16 The Government of the Philippines shall take all
necessary constitutional processes for the implementation of
the entire Agreement.

Fourth: This Agreement shall come into force with effect
from the date of its signature.

Done in the City of Tripoli on 2nd Muharram 1397 H.
corresponding to 23rd December 1976 A.D. in three original
copies in Arabic, English, French languages, all equal in legal
power.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR THE MORO NATIONAL
THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES:  LIBERATION FRONT:
HON. CARMELO. Z. BARBERO MR. NUR MISUARI
Undersecretary of National Defense Chairman of the Front
for Civilian Relations '

DR. ALI ABDUSSALAM TREKI
Minister of State for Foreign Secretary General of the
Affairs, Libyan Arab Republic and Organization of the Islamic
Chairman of the Negotiations Conference

DR. AHMED KARIM GAYE
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