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THE DREAM THEME IN GENESIS

VIVIEN C. NOBLES

f ancient Near East populaJr

Is the dream theme in Genesis a plain echo o
hat introduces a significant

traditi .

histo:;::{ :-)erlils- it merely a standard literary device t
Unravel the d?;ous event?. These questions may be asked by one who wants to
found in AN E_*l’_"" puzzle in Genesis. Readings on ancient Near Eastern tradition
lead to further with which the Bible serves common thought-patterns could -
ligious tradition?quemom"g: Of what significance is the dream theme to a re-

Methodology

ﬂppr::h;r:'.":‘ as a theme of a thought-concept allows a multiplicity of
this study i fth no one approach exhausting its meaning. The approach used in
East icon is derived from Othmar Keel’s® compara .
"nderstang-graphy and the Book of Psalms. He pr
its unique :::,g and appf“iaﬁ"!l the iconography of the anci \
Near East im ncepts. Since the Bible shares the sameé patterns with the ancient
of the psalm ages, O. Keel’s study on iconography does shed light on the _study
dreams in G s. |:lkewuse, 0. Keel’s approach to psalms could well beapplled to
1D enesis. The following steps are patterned after 0. Keel's approach.
2 reams are studied individually or independently of each other.
. The incidents before the dream are related with those after the dream
3 read as a whole composition to get the significance of the dregm. ]
. Explore the possible significance of relationship of the dream narativé
It istz tlhe life story of the person and to a particular religious'tradit!on.
tradition ca':xY when the dream theme is finally related to @ people’s religious
Keel’s it assume full significance.
a5 a resery approach can at least explore, since it cannot fully fathom, the flrean;
the Bible oir of meaning. So much original meaning is lost in the translation 0
with th ln.to English and so much still lies hidden in the original Hebrew. Yet,
e universality of the theme, the underlying message has the same stifrings

stament 2nd
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in the English or a
lation, -

It is interesting to note that the dream accounts in Genesis are linked to
four important figur
This study s an a

ny other foreign language — it speaks of both hope and reve-.

eMpt to explore the Meaning of their dream narratlves-i

Dream Narratives

od cast 3 ¢

Up its place with flesh,” ‘ o
: tho.ugh the dream i N0t mentioned, the verse signifies the same. A logical :‘
€N sleep ang dream cap also be established. The situation fo’!
il fo: * sleep, tardema, is Provided by the preceding statoment, Ve
Orses 29,3 ¢ here was elper fit for him.** :
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€ep sleep on the man, and while he slept, he took \

the ancients. ot
ly compr n that is
$ ot seer, first Y pPrehended by ma '

reams or jn sleep
; Creates inspiratj

Uation, "
| Sand ¢ m, Makes Situatio
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: , the necessity of the ‘deep sleeP-
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deep terri-
aham, and a
Gen 15:12 about to set, a trance fell upon Abr N
As the sun was i ! local tradition a
fying darkness enveloped h:‘n:n .'I"DOT the text belo'ngs_t:: a:;se froma partlcl;
According to c.)ttolslso;:rom this we say that c“‘;ﬂ:\:\:e been the actual exp
ciated with cm:I:ailtizs.given meaning. What coul
lar experience
i h m? . - 't in
o s st s ity and sty
countered with assurance. The first c!"':::msignifit:ant eve
is a tardemah which announces a hls: ':his according to
blisahing of the covenant with Yahweh! of'the landand t
limax’ of history. Thus the tl}emed mah according
great clima by the dream. In this tarde fear and insen
out presafged \4 “Abraham had to sink in ? e God in the act, can .
e & v'vntl\a/s th;tatzl writes, “Man cannot percelv hich speaks of
coming!” Von . o enesis whi ina
his miracles in their genes':ce is found in chapter 2(()5:; ?:ame to Abraha‘l::, o
Another dream seqll:ess » (Gen. 20:3) But to die because of the
the “peril of the A(lj'lct‘-fzl to-him “You are about . good
dream one night and sai r ou di ”
' | know Y is why | di
You have taken. . . . i in a dream: .'Yes. 1ot me; that is " he
toen. 20:6:7) God answerei:‘;:“ you from Si"mng'ag:vlirf'e —asa sP°ke:::: her,
g™ fact, it w?‘s rl w’:“::erefore, return the n;an § tre
:voiltl “:\tt r::d:;::hyoﬁ — that your life will be s
inte

i od
the first dream wl'l‘lc‘l:le(‘i'er'
dream. Verse 12, :e eéta-
nt to follow: t) ot
the Elohist (E), oy
he descendants st;ad
to Gerard Von s
sibility before -
not obse!

ved. If you dono

. inly die.” that are
will certainly uctions
and all who are yours er receives instr
You can be sure that you bolic since the drea"-‘d © that
This dream is non-sym jous inciden : .
i"lﬂ\ediately comprehensible.” The prz\:’l his encounter wit
Was Abraham'’s journey to the Negeb a

The incide ham.

: d took her. d Abra trong
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.o Hebrews-
ing messag wandering He a8
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significant message. The fear oof conflict thrcb-ughmmeen the two 8
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have prevailed-")
Israel, because you i

God is the sender of the dream; Abimelech, the dreamer; and Abraham, the no longer be SPOke:n of as Jac?: ;sb:i:i::rs and therefore requnds them t:,ff 12:':"
Prophet that mediates between Abimelech and God who intercedes for Abime- The Yahwist sees his own pgo ; ers and oppressions —' of seeing the face
lech that he be blessed, not cursed. The account ends with Abraham sharing his Past deliverance from many dang
blgssing with Abimelech.

. and being spread.’

eir blessing as they dwell in the land Their tardema.h

awaits further resolution and points to a later event, the dream of Abimelech in d. Joseph i the
Gen. 20, when Yahwohs Promise is now in operation and both Abraham and d Gen. 37:9-11 introduces us to Joser«‘""l in the
Abimelech are saved from g possible curse Abraham is saved from childlessness The dream in Gen. 37:5-8 an ; '|°ve for Joseph is established a h out of
by baving o back Abimeloh foors another curse by establishing good verses previous to the dream, Jacob’s ute their plan of putting Josep
refations with Abraham, | this way Abraham’s tripe enfoys the beneflé of verses after the dream, his brothers exec

Peaceful Co-eXistence jn the land

U l Il

hese
ity is announced by t
Joseph’s image as an extraordinary personality Is a le prophetic subs-

C. Jacob

: istakab 2.
i dreams. As pointed out by Von Ra-d t:?:!’idls oan“ t:;:“asccount-7 Geni, :z;::r,
1 whioh un the dreams; thus Joseph ition f the whole Joseph story. Rad notes
! which Von Rad sees as ‘a small exposition o a
_ The first of

ophecy. Von
Ward the inner tensions among the br?ﬂ;:: :(zv;:rv:rflr t:at points to
ditions, th 2 series of dreams assigned to Jacob belongs to two literacy/|tra- that hate which dominates the text is
Gen, ;& » Elohist ang Yahwist, ang is found in the following verses of Gen.!20: future of anyone who prophesies.
o .11“12 (F) tha stairWay to heaven ) !
. W 13416 () the

s ison. 1
Gen. 40:9-19 is the dream narrative in prison
W. 1718 (g thepro.m 'S¢ of the land ang descendants

the dark

nvv. 9-15 the cupbearesr I:fs
6-19 the baker recount:

. i v. 1 : tive is
oounts his dreams, and J°sep'3 mterpretsit‘t' TII:evbackng““d to this :::ir:ned to
I'way to heaven continued dreams, and Joseph likewise interprets it. The prison is the place v, Thus,
This i:‘ - (J-) o tiology Provided for in the introductory verses 1|;4. rophet functions effectl\"‘?ic\;‘- proves
h .hm;er E i i e from Baersheba to Haran in fleeing from those who Prophesy, but even in pﬂso:h: :u'l)ﬁllment of the dream, W
which tejs ussta:. Jh aseount is an example of an actiology ora cult-narrative the verses that follow (vv. 20-23) are ds to a climactic
In Gen 31.?; @ history of the cult js traced back to the dream | the prophet right. rt of the sequence that lea ording to Von
el of Labanrg goni, (E)- daco recounts a simple dream. The preceding verses This dream-narrative is only a pa Pharaoh. The narator, “Ec ypt by way of
N, his athey fy . OWedge of c0b taking everything that belonged t0 wetting in Joseph’s audience with thef * Joseph's exaltation in E9
achel ang ;n'aw #nd of his accumulation of wealth. In the later verses cad, intends in the dream to prepare fo rds the first dream
Rortion _ , ng heine o 2Nd justify the wealth accumulated by Jacob as theif | contrast, . f dreams: vv. 1-4 reco (vv. 15-16) relate
Ustification ang m::v :f their fathers iches. This dream Setrllence gives/the In Gen. 41 we have the third s:; ?,,eam The next Vefsf ‘:;r..araoh. Gen.
: . b . ' . ) . i e .
e Elohist g roones 2" fOF the fligh of Jacob from Laban which according of Pharaoh, while vv. 5-7, the seco nd his audience With t8 "Cr oharaoh
n Gen, 31:24 there : hedience 1 Yahweh, | | the recall of Joseph from Pj's°"p: from prison and his au
this Speaks of Loy el a Warning to Laban ijn } ious tO 41:15-16) relate the recall of Jose interpret.
; ; ’ " a dream. Th evious ne can Inte - -
Lﬂlllan N “"tBL:::nJ: o it of Jacob, while the verses afteivti:’:ed?;am show Gen. 41:15.16 im: “ had certain dreams that :(:e:m you can mt?\:e
Which engeq , More rational | . yed Pharaoh then said to him: “'I ha are told of a d who will 91
The reawitha pact een J y'b £ L confrontation enet t 1 hear it said of you that the amount youpharaoh “hut Go
S an e s ) aco| and Laban. i lied to 4
hato be " m naﬂ'atha in Ja b' | ‘ pret [P . . 1 Joseph rep
imnie o Telated o %0b’s story cannot just be individually |but it It is not |, "
;'nme Romely 3“c0stt:: enlt:re Jac?b $tory to add :a clearerta ‘Loer:f:i‘: ::ful’::m ! the Pharaoh the right answer.
Y keeping 4 is famq Who suryiyeq danger ang trials ‘ merous
hot . oi JaMmiliar ways of self-py . als an ,begame nu .
Caning 4 ickery, Preservation in tai g flights which wer

: 4 ! ’ , |
hit gpq d protgcy) e”::"‘é"fat_lves Present him 4 Jagob (Yaacoy-els Gernard Von Rad, Genesis, p. 352
"me of lreg trough the o %0 Protected. The Yahwist (J) gives

0rd of an ange| (Gen.'32:29 — you shall 8 1biq
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The answer of Joseph has great significance to the values attached to
dreams. Here js-the ¢

ue, the key to the understanding of the attitude ﬂ:‘e

Israelites had of dreams. Since interpretation of dreams belonged to Yahweh,
the one who js eémpowered to interpret it has divine inspiration.

Verses 17-27 s another i

feam narratj

ves as background to point a clearer
Y weaned

at an early age, who has survived many

dition saw the wisdom of Joseph as a

200 He'is not ‘just’ the dreamer or another diviner like
X rtuminys ‘diviners’

e reveals an intimate acquaintance,

~ the task of interpreting the future of Egypt
he 7.year famine s recorded in the ANET to
Its historica| background is assured by many

¢y (dream interpretatiorp) which was
Y, but only ¢o Present theological polemic
es of the Egyptians. The image of Joseph as the
an e has achieved 3 very high seat of honor that is
nally won himy pr. 2" <XcePt Pharaoh himsaf. py:

His knowledge and wisdom has

ach Du.l’su.e(.j in the Study of dreams can yield very rich
Y of individuya| dreamg Uncovered many riew findings.
indivs om the ungey

5100 naa Ndividuyg) Units stand

. ing that dreams can be studied

o . "IN no way o

text, ¥ :::.a'a_ted from thej, Matrix o?t a:‘

Stug v this "Nseparahijj h o
T Of the drggmy o -

the dreams pe properly unde’:

led tion which is their proper 69""9
o0 10 the ¢ i mprehensi

requijrgs that onclusion that a compre

it shoulq pe related to the whole cano-
9
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the historical
is. Si narrow focus on for
. - s s Genesis. Since a narre ments necessary fc
nical religious m.'d't.'c;(: stl:,(;ht:rowing away of essent'da:n:l:f the dreams lies in
strand of Genesis ris key therefore to the un.dersm:l historical elements in re-
undemin: i ':'h:h:ans?;ln between the mythical an bt
acknowledging lar tradition
iqi iti - t popular
ligious tradition. ancient Near Eas '< revelation — thus,
indeed belongs to . od’s rev
. 'l:he dream 'th: "f“:\::idm Genesis to be the \./ehlcmn:fis the ancient Near East
s pm."aryh':lsﬁlt reelilgious significance which is abse o eon
giving it a hig otyped phrase
tradition. iteracy device as evidenced by 5;‘:; d of its true value —
It is a Sta"dardt;lml\lz:‘zvertheless, the dream is ';‘z: ramumd important fugl;:l‘;"
tained in the accoun . nificant events which revo a belonging to very e y
rather, it prqpe.ls the snaistory As a literacy formu d Joseph and reveals ;oical
g rael's biblical pr:- orld of Abraham, Jacob anersonages as both myt
istory, it surroun:S ;t:nv;ing of early tradition and p
an appropriate unde o
and historical figures. here in Genesis i
. . . hat now . (Gen.
teresting to note t jents assign to them of her
. ) ion o ori .
oo Snificance — the ftmm;;‘;laAbraham in Gen. 15, ’f:‘:l 8:d the prosperity
2;21 ; Yahwel;.’s cov:::l tha::)b in his flights for survival,
that serve as haven

Joseph in 3 foreign land. i .

’;'he study of dreams has co:f;:r:::s i

human pPsychology. When the Elo 'le s the pre

lation, he regards the dream expenhis B e expor
N needs to discern, reflect over t

: ds
. . r how can hologically,
cii\;: sod's revela;tlt!.)nnl"1"’::;‘“(:"‘]t f: e dream process? Psyc
Of Yahweh's revelatio

uses the
: ividly, he too s
- how life vivi eation: man
ife vividly. To's iahlight of cr uld
the poetry of the dream to se':thdied to portray the h!f:lal:gand the dream WO
dream — like what the Yah“;"rdemah or the ‘deep sneW experience.
e::'tove;y of won:‘:'\‘ﬂ;ed:?:at?on to the surprise of a
en himasare

. r
the dream or its co.m:;:i.
::hem a religious actio

i f
standing 0
jents’ deep under ar o
. ancle“atss'a vehicle for dlvmev::‘ >
drearl':lde to the birth o: eto s
s to be reaay
ezl?t?;ke in the full force



