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Introduction

The street children phenomenon has been considered as one ©!
the effects of economic distress in the Philippines. The increase in’
oil prices in 1979 and the 1980 - 1982 worldwide recession has
exacerbated the poverty situation in the Philippines. In 1986, 70 to
80 percent of the country’s population of 54 million was considered
poor. In the cities, eleven million urban dwellers were living below
the poverty line'. It has been observed that as an effect of econoOmic
and social crises in the eighties, an Increasing number of street
children adopted the streets, markets and other public places as
their regular abode and source of livelihood. In the late 198075,
street children were estimated to be between one to three percent
of the cities” young population. In Metro Manila, 50,000 to 75,000
children were found in the streets. In Davao and Tloilo, the number
was established to be between 2,000 to 3,000 children.

In the early eighties, street children were perceived ta be
anti-social. They were associated with juvenile delinquency.
pick pocketing, begging and sniffing solvent. Many were subjected
to old punitive measures like arrest and harassments to prevent
them from staying in the streets. - However, in the mid- 1930's
changes in the management of street children influenced Philippine
policies and programs on street children. More humane and
workable responses to the street children problem have evolved.
In 1985, the UNICEF, in coordination with the Department of Social

! Virginia del Rosario, “Child Labor Phenomenon in the Philippine Problems
and Policy Thrusts”, Philippine Journal of Industrial Relations. vol. vii, no. |
(Quezon City: University of the Philippines Press, 1986).

* Maggie Black, “Children of Runaway Cities”, LINICEF (1991).
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Welfare (DSWD), the National Economic Development Authority
(NEDA), and the National Council of Social Development
Foundation of the Philippines (CWAFPI) came up with an
integrated program for street children. They established “The Joint
Project for Street Children”. Priority cities and towns were
identified and working committees were formed. Davao City was
one of the priority cities identified.

At present, non-government and government organizations
have undertaken activities and programs for the benefit of the
street children in Davao City. These have been based on past
surveys and the experiences of implementors. The last survey
was done in 1986 as part of a ten-city program set up by the
DSWD-NCSD-UNICEF “Joint Project on Street Children”.

The seeming increase in the number of street children requires
an update on their situation. This study hopes to provide current
information on the nature of the activities, spatial movement,
typology, aspirations and motivation of street children in Davao
(lity. The data gathered will give attention and direction to the
activities and programs that concern them. Hence, this study
will provide bases for planning and implementation of activities,
and monitoring and evaluation of programs. At the same time,
this study can give rise to further studies that may be necessary.

Objectives

1. To determine the background and characteristics of street
children in Davao City.

2. To find out their aspirations and motivations for staying

in the streets.

To establish a typology of street children in Davao City.

To find out their spatial movement at different times of the

year. '

5. To determine their awareness, perceptions and experiences
with programs and projects on street children in Davao
City.

P
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Methodology

Research Method Used. The study is descriptive,using the
survey method. An interview schedule served as instrument 9
this study. It covered all areas where the street children converged
in Davao City: main streets (San Pedro, Recto and Magsaysay)'
markets (Bankerohan and Agdao), and other busy public places
which include the Sasa airport, bus terminals (Maa and Matinal,
service stations (Matina Crossing and Agdao),and Sasa wharf.

Unit of Analysis. Children of and on the street aging 18 years
and below were the subjects of the study. Children on the stree€t
consist of working children who still have afamily connection of a
more or less regular nature. Children of the street consist Of
children who see the street as their house and it is there that they
seek shelter, food and a sense of family with companions.

Sampling Procedure. The following procedures were followec
in this study:

L. The sample size of 400 was determined using the formula:

n= N

1 + N(e)?

2. Alisting of street children was conducted in all the area s
of convergence in Davao City for almost one month by
volunteer workers and street educators. Their familiarity
with the street children was helpful in identifying them.
The lists were validated by the street educators of the
Inter-agency Working Committee for Urban Street Children.
Duplication was also checked.

The assessment of the street educators showed that the
proportion of street children by area of convergence was
not realistic. Thus, in the absence of a realistic list, &
percentage estimate of the number of street children by
areas of convergence was utilized to determine the
distribution of samples. For example the sample size of
San Pedro is equal to 22 percent of 168.

i,

e
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3. Individual respondents were drawn randomly using the
lists of street children. The master list was useful in locating

the respondents.

Instrumentation. The final interview schedule was formulated
using the interview schedules of the past surveys on street children,
suggestions given by the street educators and other related
literature on street children. Pretesting was conducted to determine
the reliability of the instrument. Validity was also confirmed by
conducting a focus group discussion with the street children.

The interview schedule included the following variables
I. Background Characteristics

a. Socio-demographic
b. Economic activities

c. Family background
d. Health and Nutrition
e. Peer relations

f. Gang membership

g. Arrest and detention

II. Typology of Street Children

[II. Spatial Movement

[V. Walues and Aspirations

V. Awareness of Institutions for Street Children

Data Gathering. Five field interviewers and five street
educators were given orientation on the interview schedule. The
street educators were requested to assist the interviewers in locating
the respondents and in establishing rapport with them. They also
helped in the conduct of the interview.

Interviews were undertaken in the daytime and nighttime to
enable the interviewers to catch the children in the streets. Some
of the children who did not show up within their areas of
convergence were interviewed in their houses. Street volunteers
helped in locating the houses of the street children.




Some of the difficulties were:

1. Some street children in the lists could ng be found i the
street. Some of them became street childy uring

e d
summer but were in school during schoo] d o

ays

2. The lists were not complete, since some gireet childTe™
were not in the lists.

3. Interviewing was difficult among children engaged in
vending. =

4. Some mothers interfered in the interviey process. SOMe
of them were suspicious of the interviewers. Trust was @
very important factor in the interview. The street educators
helped in convincing the mothers to submit their children
for interview.

5. Some street children went to two areas of convergence
Difficulty of classifying them accordingly was one of the
limitations of the study.

Spotchecking was done by the research team in a]] the areas
sampled.

Data Analysis. Simple central tendencies and percentages
were used to analyze the data.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

Sex. Males generally outnumbered females. Out of the 400
respondents, males constitute 76 percent while females, 24 percent.
This yields a sex ratio of 3.16 males for every female.

Age. The ages of the respondents ranged from 5 to 18 years
old, with those in the 13 - 14 age category comprising the modal
class of 31.5 percent. Mean age was computed at 12.57 years.

Grade Level of Respondents. Respondents were asked whether
they were currently studying or not. The majority (324 or 81 %)
were in school while 76 (19 %) were out-of-school. Amonge those
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who were currently studying, 35.5 percent were in high school, 34
percent were still in the grade 1 - 4 level, and 29.3 percent were in
the grade 5 - 6 level. Interestingly, four of these street children
claimed to be college students. Among the school drop-outs, those

in the intermediate course (grade 5 - 6 level) reported the highest

rate (35.5 %) followed by those in grade 1 - 4 (31.6 %). At least two
street children reported not having received any education at all,
while eight others gave non-responses.

Reasons For Dropping Out School. For those respondents
who were not studying, the major reasons for dropping out were
economic in nature, i.e., financial problems particularly having no
money to pay for tuition fees and to buy their school needs (54‘%-9)
and being preoccupied with earning a living since the family is
dependent on them for their needs (20%). The other reasons given
were their lack of interest in attending school (12%), their being
run-aways (5%), peer-influence (3%), lack of encouragement or

support from family members (1%) and embarrassment, 1.e. -

respondent feels ashamed because he is older than his classmates
(1%)

Grade Level and Ability To Read and Write. The respondents
were also asked whether they could read and write. Their ability
to read and write was determined by asking them to read a few
lines from the survey-questionnaires during the interview sessions
and asking them to write their names on the instrument. Among
the 400 respondents, 354 (88.5%) could read while only 46 (11.5%)
did not know how to read. Data on the respondents” ability to
read were further cross-classified according to grade levels. Among
those who could read, more than half (296) were in school while
58 respondents were out of school.

The high school level had the most number of respondents
who could read among those who were in school (38.8%) and for
those out of school, 40 percent of those who could read came from
the grade 5 - 6 level. Among both the in-school and out-of-school
children, those who could not read were in the elementary level.
The respondents’ ability to write was cross-tabulated by grade
levels. Except for two (2) respondents, all those currently in school
(322) could write. On the whole, the respondents - whether
n-school or out-of-school - generally had the ability to read and




e EEEEE— e |

168 TAMBARA

write (397).

Economic Activities. Generally, the street children belong to
the informal sector of workers engaged in casual and unregistefl?d
work which is not covered by existing laws on wages and work
conditions. This section presents a background on the respondents'
economic activities, such as their type and place of work, working
hours, monthly income, family expectations regarding contributions
to the family purse, amount and frequency of contributions, and
reasons for giving money to persons other than family.

The survey data revealed that, generally, the street children of
Davao City (77%) were involved in a single type of work with a
few (17%) holding two, three or even more jobs, over and above
their main work. Such arrangements, however, depend on the
time and demand for their services. The highest number of
respondents (148 or 39.4%) were the child-vendors invariably found
in market places, shopping centers, terminals and streets of Davao
City. The second highest group were those who worked as
carwashers/carwatchers (31.6%), found mainly at gasoline stations
(18.1%), shopping centers (6.6%), markets (5%) and terminals (1.9%)-
To a limited extent, the third highest group (13.3%) were the
scavengers who were usually found in the streets of Davao City-
Still, others earned their living either as shoeshine boys (9.8%) In
si’nopping centers or terminals or as porters (6.4%). The rest
were classified as factory workers, trisikad * drivers, waiters OF
waitresses, beggars, errand boys, garbage collectors or even as a
guide for the blind. )

Type of Work and Working Hours. Those respondents who
were currently attending school, had either morning or afternoon
classes. This arrangement allowed them enough time to go out in
the streets and earn extra money. Data indicate that on the whole,
most of these street children work in the afternoons, particularly
the carwashers/carwatchers (23.1%) and vendors (22.3%).
While scavengers predominantly work in the morning (5.8%), the
rest reported various working hours. At least 26.4 percent claimed
to be working the whole day.

j’ An innovation of the tricycle which involves pedal-biking (sikad being
the Visayan word) rather than one which is motor driven.

.
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Reasons for Working. Asked why they were working, the
majority of the respondents (64.4%) explained that the income of
the family was not enough for their daily needs. Some respondents
mentioned that their parents were unemployed (7.2%), separated

(5.0%), or already dead (3.2%).

Monthly Income. The income of the streetchildren ranged from
less than P500.00 to slightly more than P1,500.00 a month.

Approximately half (51.3%) of the respondents earned less than
P500.00 while less than a third (30%) reported incomes from P501.00
to P1,000.00. Less than a fourth reported an income of P1,001 to
71,500 (11.4%) and above (6.4%). '

Parental expectations from their children, given the present
ecoromic difficulties, extend far beyond the regular domestic chores
in the household. It now includes child labor and material support
which has become the rule rather than the exception. This may be
s0 when a family is not in a position to allocate a high proportion
of family resources for meeting personal and material needs. When
asked whether their families expected them to contribute to the
family purse, close to two-thirds (62.8%) of the respondents

answered in the affirmative.

The respondents were likewise asked whether they gave money
to their families regardless of being expected to or not. A large
majority (90.2%) said they gave money to their families on a
voluntary basis while 9.0 percent said they did not give at all. .

Since a great number of respondents said they gave money to
their families, they were also asked how much given and how
often such amounts were given. Close to one half (49.2%) gave
money on a daily basis while less than a third (31.2%) gave money
at least once a week. The rest gave money either gave during
weekends only (8.6%), once a month (3.8%) or on ¥arious occasions
(7.1%). The amount of money given by the respondents to their
families ranged from P1.00 to P15.00 or more. The trend shows
that whether the respondents give money on a daily, weekly,
weekend or monthly basis, the majority (210 or 61.0%) give P15.00

and above.
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The respondents were also asked whether they give money to
persons other than their families. The question was meant to
determine whether this could be a factor why the child is out on
the streets and is forced to earn a living. However, data indicate
that only 12.8 percent claimed to have given money to persons
other than their family. The rest of the respondents either answered
negatively (85.6%) or gave no responses at all (1.5%). |

Their reasons were largely due to kindness and generosity
(60.8%). They extended help to friends so they could buy their
basic needs, especially food to eat (47.1%). About 11.8 percent
mentioned delihensya. Still others explained that it is both a form
of reciprocity (7.8%) and an expression of friendship (3.9%).

Occupation of Respondents’ Father and Mother. The data
revealed that while 17.8 percent were unemployed, the single
biggest group (21%) were craftsmen, production process workers
and laborers (e.g., construction workers, shoe repairer, wat¢h
repairer, tailor, furniture maker, mechanic, electrician, and welde:).
“The other dominant occupations were those engaged in “buy -
and - sell”/trading activities (13%), workers of transport ard
communication (11%) like drivers, “dispatchers”, and other related
occupations.

When asked about their mothers’ occupation, more than
one-third (36.2%) said they were unemployed. Those who had
work were in services and related work (18.7%) (e.g.
Jaundrywomen, house helpers), followed by those in buy and sell
(14.7%). Interestingly, a number reported their mothers working
as stevedores and freight handlers (13.8%). As observed,most cf
those who were working belonged to the informal work sector
which usually provided unstable and low-paying jobs.

Difficulties in gathering information relative to parental income
were observed, as shown in the low responses to income-related
questions. Only 145 out of the 322 responndents (45%) whose
fathers were working provided information on their fathers’ income
and 110 out of the 255 respondents (43%) of those fathers wer:
working gave similar data. Among those who did, the single
biggest group (12.7%) of fathers who were earning reportel
monthly incomes ranging from P500.00 to P1,000.00, while 91
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percent of them were earning P2,501.00 to 3,000.00 per month.
The lowest income received was P500.00 and below (4.7%) and the
highest income was P3,001.00 and above (2.8%). As observed,
among those who revealed their income, 93.7% were earning below
the poverty line which is P3,864.00 per month for a family of six.
The mothers’ income seemed to be insufficient to complement the
farhers’ income because a large percentage were only earning
P1,000.00 and below (24.4%). Taking the father’s and mother’s
income together, the family income level was still below the poverty

line.

Number of Children in Respondents’ Family. The family
economic situation seemed to be aggravated by the fact that more
than half of the respondents’ families (62.8%) had one to six
children. The over-all average family size was 5.97 children -a
figjure above the national average of 5.2. One indication of existing
ccping mechanisms among the respondents’ families was the
number of children working in the streets. More than half of the
respondents (56.5%) reported that their siblings were likewise
working. Half (50.4%) of the siblings working in the street were
engaged in buying and selling goods and 30.1 percent were
carwashers and “watch-your-car” boys. The data indicate a
probable relationship between the siblings’ type of work and that
of the respondents’. The respondents were predominantly engaged
in buy-and-sell and carwashing and carwatching. .

When asked “With whom do you stay?”, the respondents
generally said they were staying with their parents (70.3%), with
the rest residing either with their mothers (13.2%) or their fathers
(3.0%). Only very few (6.8%) stayed with non-relatives. Such
findings suggest that while the majority of these respondents live
and subsist on the streets, there are continuous interactions with
their families. Similar findings were observed in 1988 wherein it
was shown that 70 to 85 percent of the street children in the
Philippines had regular contacts with their families. On the other
hand, those who were staying with individuals other than their
parents (e.g. siblings, relatives or non-relatives) revealed that they
never went home at all (51.8%). Only a fifth (20.4%) admitted
frequent home visits, with the rest (18.6%) rarely visiting their
families. :
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The reasons most commonly cited - in decreasing importance -
were poor.farnily life e.g., always being scolded or punished
(21.4%), being abandoned by parents (14.2%), or the anger they

felt towards their parents (7.1%). The distance and costs involved
(32.2%) were likewise mentioned.

]u.St as parents are to provide their children with love and
affection, they are equally responsible for the inculcation of moral
values, along with the proper upbringing and discipline of their
children. A common mechanism to achieve these among Filipino

families is to scold the children whenever they fail to do what is
expected of them.

Such practices were revealed by the street children when asked
about the common causes of misunderstanding with their parents.
Almost three-fourths of the respondents (78.7%) claimed that the
common cause of misunderstanding with their parents was refusal
to do what was expected of them. Most of the expectations were
related to inculcation of values required of them to be acceptable
in society, such as not to lie, not to go out without permission, to

o to school, not to quarrel with siblings, not to fight back, not to

allivant ar-1d others. Also mentioned were parental expectations
that the children share in the household needs. Other causes of
misunderstanding were: scapegoating of parents (11.7%), refusal
of parentS- .to give money for school requirements (3.4%),
miscommunication (2.4%), tantrums (2.1%), and others.

In a related manner, the current study likewise sought
i nformation on how parents exerted control over their children.
R on.dents were asked the forms of punishment given whenever
the failed to do what was expected of them or when they did
something wrong. Their answers ranged from the mildest form of

nishment, which was scolding, to the severest form of physical
punishment- A’unt f13 percent experienced mild physical
" inishment (e-g., pinching, slapping, spanking) and 30.5 percent
z xperien‘CGd i‘f—‘;’t?r e Ph_ysmal punlshment (e.g., kicking, combination
o Slapping itting with a hard object and or striking).
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Health and Nutrition

In this study, a scale of 2 feet - 6 feet and above was used to
gauge the respondents’ height. Based on the height standards
used by the Department of Health (DOH), survey data revealed
that more than 62.3 percent of the respondents fell below the set
standard for height and 37.7 percent fell within standards. No
respondents were observed to be above the required standards.
Data gathered on body structure were classified into four categories,
i.e. skinny, slim, medium-build and stout. Close to 60 percent of
the respondents were observed to be slim while 23 percent were
of medium build. The rest were mainly skinny (13%) or stout

(1%).

Data showed that respondents took the recommended three
servings of energy-rich food, such as rice everyday. Breakfast,
lunch and supper consisted of cheap sources of carbohydrates,
proteins and vitamins. The common source of protein is fresh or
dried fish, usually taken during breakfast (52%), supper (50.8%)
and lunch (49.8%). Presumably, after a hard day’s work in the

streets, the children want a better meal, thus, a higher percentage

of carbohydrates and protein-rich foods. The main source of
vitamins is vegetables invariably taken during lunch (41.8%),
supper (36.8%) or breakfast (17.2%). On the other hand, eggs and
poultry were mentioned by a limited group, i.e. during breakfast
(14.0%), lunch (2.8%) and supper (2.8%). At best, the low
percentage intake of eggs, meat, and poultry and the limited choices

for other protein and vitamin foods is but a reflection of the extent

of the street child’s and family’s impoverishment.

Data show that 63 percent claimed to have more than 8 hours
of sleep. About 21 percent sleep exactly 8 hours and 15.8 percent
had less than 8 hours sleep. In addition, when probed where
respondent slept, 92.3 percent said they slept at home, with the
rest mentioning either in a center for street children (3.5%) or
sleeping on the sidewalks or streets (2.5%). Such findings suggest
the possibility of the respondents working close to their homes,
thus allowing such sleeping arrangements. Relatedly, the findings
that the majority of the respondents still had parents and were
living with them, would reinforce such arrangements.
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As another indicator of health, the respondents were askec
about their bathing habits. More than three-fourths (78%) took
daily baths, with more than a tenth (11.5%) bathing more than
once a day, and still others reportedly taking a bath every other
day (9.8%). Interestingly, two respondents claimed to bathe on a
weekly basis (0.5%).

Illnesses for the Past Three Months. Recall data was
subsequently utilized to investigate the health status of the streel
children, i.e. their ailments for the past three months. Physical
health was measured by the prevalence of signs and symptoms of
illness as reported by the children. Approximately 94.5 percent of
the street children interviewed reported some form of illness during
the three-months preceding the study-period. Symptoms related
to upper respiratory were the most common, namely cough/colds
(69.8%) and its related symptoms like fever (67.7%) and headache
(46.3%)- Gastro-intestinal ailments such as diarrhea (18.5%) and
arasitism (7.1%) were similarly mentioned though at a much lesser
extent. On the other hand, skin diseases (11.9%) in the form o
rickly heat, scabies and ringworms ranked third, followed closely
by the common flu (10.6%).

Significantly, th? street children were found to have inferiox
physical health. This was manifested by a lower nutritional state

and the tendency to experience more upper respiratory and
gastro-intestinal disorders as well as skin diseases.

Field observations by the research team suggest that the
onditions under which these children work could have
redisposed colds, fever and flu may be the possible consequences
of their exposure to bad weather and air pollution. High levels of
dust have been known to lead to irritations of the respiratory

systel'n-

(o

The family’s role pf nurturance and sustenance is most evident
e appreciated during one’s illness or moments of depression,
4 ey findings reveal such roles are most established among these
survt children’s families. While mothers were consulted by a
s.tl’e‘:’ﬁcant majority (70.5%) whenever they were sick, the other
sigh’ _members likewise provided such assistance, e. g. the fathers,
fa::i dyparents, professional health workers (e.g. doctors and nurses)
gr
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and street educators were likewise mentioned though by a limited
group. Likewise, mothers were identified as the main source of

health care (77%).

The respondents’ use of toilet facilites outside their homes was
likewise elicited as an indicator of health and sanitary practices.
The respondents’ reported using those most convenient and closest
to their place of work. A large percentage (36.7%) of the street
chidren claimed using toilets of churches, hospitals, schools and
other buildings. A bigger proportion of respondents (31.5%) went
home to use toilets. Likewise, it has been observed that some of
these street children (27%) used those areas accessible behind the
buildings or went to the river to relieve themselves.

Spatial Movement

Spatial mobility was ascertained by looking into the movement
fram place of birth to the place of residence at the time of interview
and the movement of respondents in terms of the areas frequented.

The respondents were generally non-migrants (65.5%), having
been born in Davao City and still residing in the same area. Close
to a third (32.3%) were migrants most of whom being
interprovincial migrants within Mindanao, e.g. the Davao
provinces, Surigao del Sur and Norte, Butuan, Iligan and

Zamboanga.

The single biggest group of these respondents (55.8%) began
their street life between the ages 8 to 11 years old. The mean age
is 9.6 years old. Since then, they reported having frequented from
one to two places (84.7%). They also reported having stayed from
12 to 48 months (1 to 4 years) in the first area frequented (66.3%).
The same pattern was observed when asked about the second
place stayed in. The data seem to indicate that respondents have
not been very mobile.

It was observed that street children usually frequent places
near their residences. As explained by the street educators during
one focused group discussion, the street children exhibit some
form of “territoriality” among themselves mainly as a means of
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protecting themselves from other street children who might belong
to anothgr area. During the First Assembly of Street Children ir
Davao City, the children were observed to show some signs o)

antagonism towards non-group members.

Patterns of the geographical mobility of the children were
likewise ascertained particularly during certain seasons of th:
year such as Fiuring the school terms, Christmas holidays and
summer vacations. The children were frequently in the market
places during school days (24%) and the Christmas season (1 9%,)

An ;nteresting finding was the large percentage (30%) who spend
their summer vacations in the provinces.

Street children generally stayed near their residences and rarely
frequentec.l areas far from their residence for security and sens}
of belonglnf’;ness. Close family ties were further strengthened b::
respondents summer activities, with many of them spending
gummer vacation with their families in the provinces. 3

Peer Relations

The street children had from one to more than six friends. The
ingle biggest group (29%) claimed having one or two friends
till others reported having three to four friends (25.3%) or five t;;

Six friends (2.5.5‘?.0). A smaller percentage (19.7%) mentioned having
more than six friends. Asked about their activities with friends, at
ast 72 percent of these street children reported wholesome, safe
nd healthy outdoor activities, The more popular games mentioned
by mor’e than”a fourth (26.7%) were “takyan”, “chinese garter”,
f’luks"” and tt{mba lata”, The second most popular activity
5 simply telling stories or swapping jokes, or taking walks
ogether (23%). {\t least 15.5 percent were basketball-soccer famns
pile others enjoyed swimming and fishing (7.7%). Indoor
Ctivities Were also rl:{ported like watching movies, betamax films,
oing t© discos, studying, making assignments and hearing “mass”.
£° " ihe other hand, a number of respondents reported negative
behavior such as gambling (8 respondents) and drinking liquor (2
reslwndents), with one admitting that he was a bully.

The first three areas frequented by the respondents were the
streets of Davao City (15%), recreation centers (12.8%) and market
areas (11.2%). A cross tabulation by survey sites and areas
frequented reveal that a high proportion of the street children
usually work and play in the same areas with their friends. For
example, a large proportion of respondents in Sasa went to the
T g airport, while those in the San
pedr0_Magsaysay-Matina-Bankerohan areas frequented places
where they could ply their trades, usually for carwashing, or as
“walch-your-car” boys, or as itinerant vendors. On the other hand,
Agdao respondents appeared to be an exception, usually visiting
such recreation-specific sites as streetcorners, basketball courts, or
neighborhoods with friends. In all six areas, almost half of the
respondents (48.8%) reported spending at least two hours with
friends, with a third (30.7%) spending from three to six hours.

Recreational Activities

Recreational activities are very important means for inculcating
values of sportmanship, for personality development, and
preparation for one’s roles as a future adult in society. The over-all
picture of the respondents’ recreational activities shows that more
thar half (57.8%) engaged in children’s games like “faga-anay®,
“tigso”, “tumba lata”, war games and hide-and seek. Other
recreational activities were playing basketball (50.8%), movies
(249), billiard (19.8%) and others. While the activities mentioned
were generally acceptable and healthy games and sports among
children, the data likewise indicate that life in the streets had
exposed them to vices. Gambling (16%) and drinking alcohol (7.8%)
were also mentioned by respondents.

When respondents were asked about vices, close to a third
(32.3%) mentioned either smoking, gambling and/or use of drugs.
Among the respondents who had such habits, those engaged solely
in gambling (48.8%) and those who both gambled and smoked
(44.2%) predominated, with a much smaller group (7%) using illegal
drups. The use of drugs seemed to have included marijuana,
rugby and gasoline.
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o To measure the economic cost of such practices, reveals that
il se who smoked (44.2%).were asked about their daily expenses
& g{l)garettes. Clo§e to a third (31.6%) reported spending less than
e per day, while others (22.8% each) were given cigarettes by
rends for free or spent from P2.00 to P15.00 daily for cigarettes.

Relate?d literature show that habit formation and progression
%iii deviant career is reinforced by accessibility to the means
formi til)venj-\free Cigarettes tend to be the first stage in the habit
COnstantn' s children developed the desire for smoking through

experience, they also learned to spend a part of their

le)aimiwgs for cigarettes. This is not only observed among smokers
ut also among drug-users and gamblers.

Osuzsgl f(lindmgs suggest more than half of the respondents
perceit d ed were already hooked on gambling, with about 56.9
o f}‘]mtmg that they gambled often. The others (37.5%)
mionthl of at they gambled either once a week, twice @
s h'ldeven rarely. Given the significant proportion of these

chtidren engaged in gambling in varying degrees, appropriate

a ion i O
ttention is clearly needed to curtail its effects on the other children
on the streets.

wh

" tglenil;ngs of the prgsent study revealed that only 10.8 percent
¥ spondents claimed to belong to gangs, with the single

ggest group (67.4%) ranging from 12 to 15 years old. The two
Y}:Jungest gang members were from eight and nine years old while
the eldest (five street children) ranged from 16 to 17 years old.

Asked why they joined gangs, sixteen respondents (out of 43
gang members) commonly identified the need for protection or to
have.a sense of security (37.2%). The other reasons cited included
peer-influence (11.7%) with one mentioning his desire to bully
other street children (2.3%). The gang names are suggestive of thl*
nature of the activities candidly undertaken by the group. Some
of these were “Kat-Kat Bahay Gang”, “Strollers”, “Tunay na
Standby”, “Kulata Gang”, “Apache Gang” and”Peacemakers”.
Other names simply indicated the specific places where they
converged like “Batang Lawaan” and “Osmesia Boys”. Most
popularly mentioned were “Kat-kat Bahay Gang” (3),”Bad
Company” (3), and “Tunay na Standby”.

A large percentage (30.2%) of these gangs hac! i
nembers each. They engaged in a variety of activi
from the more high-risk types, which are detr
socialization process of children, e.g. street braW
bullying other street children (9.3%) to the more PO
healthy ones like work, disco-dancing and ¢

pursuits (18.7%).

Streetlife generally poses risks to the person
children, e.g. possible bad influences of their peers:
study, however, reveals some possible exceptio
presence of groups who encourage cooperation amo
and who group together while working in the stree

for mutual protection.

The association theory of deviancy explains ho
group behavior influences an individual’s action.
learn about adult behavior through their asso
experiences with adults.
children’s streetlife, their experiences of arrests an
likely ko expose them to deviants and/or criminals. Op
for learning about certain deviant skills or illegal trades may
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Arrest and Detention

Set within the context of t

W expOSl.ll'e to
Thus children
ciation and
he street
d detention are
portunities
take

place during their detention and experiences with other offenders.

Asked whether they ever experienced arrests and detention,
their responses show that the majority (77.20%) of those arrested
usually ranged 12 to 17 years old - particularly those in their early
teens. 47.2 percent admitted that they have been arrested more
than once and an almost equal percentage (47.1 %) were arrested »
only once. These data indicate that a large percentage had the
experience of being detained, with some being arrested often.
Five or 7.1 percent had been arrested more than five times. The
arrests were mainly made for offenses committed against property
or theft (32.9%) and for curfew violations (27.1%) while the rest
cited gambling (11.4%), participation in gang conflicts (10%), and
illegal vending (5.7%). At least four street children were arrested

for sniffing rugby.
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Probing their experiences during detention, the children
generally mentioned violence and. torture-related incidents e.g-
being mauled (18.6%), whipped on outstretched arms (7.1%), hit
with armalite butt (4.3%), hand pounded (4.3%), among others-
About 10 percent, however, claimed that they did not have any
untoward experiences while being detained.

Asked whether they perceived any risks while staying in the
streets, the majority answered in the affirmative (75.8%). The most
commonly expressed risks included that of being run over by the
passing vehicles (59.4%), being mauled by other street children
(49.2%), of being implicated in crimes(44.6%), and bein g victimized
by extortionists (37.3%). Others mentioned exposure to the
changing weather conditions (18.2%). To a lesser degree, other
risks mentioned were sex-related, i.e. being sexually exploited by
homosexuals and pedophiles (17.5%), and being raped (13.5%)-
Approximately 20 of the 34 respondents mentioned a more basic
need, i.e. the need fc_)r shelter at night (6.6%).

To provide an empirical measure of their priorities in life, the
respondents were asked to rank their needs according to priorities.
The most commonly mentioned was financial, i.e. money for basic
needs (71%) and for education (23.7%). The second was education
(50%) and the third was a home (24.8%). More than half of the
respondents (54.7%) were able to satisfy their basic needs and the
rest claimed otherwise (45.3%).

Asked why such needs were not met, the absence or lack of
money (67.4%) was frequently cited. To a lesser extent, others
mentioned their father’s income as being inadequate (11%) or that
their parents were unemployed (7.7%). On the whole, the reasons
mentioned were basically related to the inability of parents to earn
adequate income to meet the needs of their families. This is
supported by the data on parents’ income; in both cases the incomes
reported were below the poverty line.

Considering that the majority of these children generally stayed
with their parents, they likewise perceived that their parents are
responsible for their needs (37.3%). Interestingly, one notes that
for some respondents, mothers (29.2%) - more than fathers (7%) -
were perceived to assume such responsibilities. On the whole, the
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survey findings reveal the strong kinship Bonds ot s
respandents. The respondents also show their attachment to their
kin groups. More than half 59 percent mentioned thejr relatives as
being likewise responsible for their needs.

Values, Aspirations and Opinions

This section presents the street children’s Perception of their
present situation, their reasons for being happy or unhappy with
their present situation, what they plan to do to achieve their
aspirations, and their perceptions of the ideal situation for street
children. To solicit the street children’s perceptions of their present
situation, they were asked about being “happy” or “unhappy”
with it. While the majority (76%) of the respondents perceived
their situation on a positive note and reported that they were
“happy”, at least 96 children (24%) claimed otherwise,

The reasons cited for being “happy” were classified as being
personal, economic, social and/or predominantly family centered
in nature. On the whole, economic factors play a significant role
in their being happy at present, e.g. the opportunity to earn money
(23.7%) and the opportunity to contribute to meet the family’s
needs (13.5%). Finally, the family-related reasons mentioned
incluced those of being loved by parents and grandparents (3.6%)
and the integration and harmony within the family (6.6%).

The reasons cited for being unhappy by at least 96 street
children (38.5%) were mainly economic in nature, e.g. no money
to satisfy one’s needs, no school fees and respondents and parents’
limited income. Other reasons were family-related (15.6%), e.g.
separation of parents and abandonment by parents and job-related
(13.5%) like exhausting work and inability to study one’s lessons
in the work place. Reasons relating to the personal and the family
lives focused on parental separation and their being unable to
pursue their studies, among others.

Respondents were also asked about their plans for the next
five years. Education received the highest ranking, with more
than two-thirds (68.5%) of the respondents desiring to continue or
‘inish their studies and a limited group (3.5%) wanting to work
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while studying. Seventy-four (74) street children expressed their
desire to work full time while at least seven respondents (1.8;})
plan to engage in small-time business. Fifteen either failed to give
responses or did not have any plans at all. 2

How would these street children attempt to achieve their
aspiration, what means or opportunities are available to them :;lw
that their aspirations would turn into realities? A signifi I
majority (60.2%) agreed that they would have to study haréc‘mt
order to achieve their goals, while more than a fourth (26 8‘*1’1;1
cited the need to work hard. Twenty-six (26) respondents (6.:;)’
mentioned that they would both work and study hard while Ot,}: )[
identified the need to save money or seek assistance f I
government agencies. rom

Respondents were asked to rank their preferences for eitle
work or shjtdy based on three categories, i.e to study full tim o’
work full time, or to study and work. Given these three ChO?’ :
more than half (55%) of these street children preferred to stlcgs’
and yvork at the same time while 40.7  percent chose to s.tlulcfv
s Only 4.3 percent of the respondents like to work full-tir X
A highly agmfmant group of these street children desired a hi Tm
level of education, with 88 percent aspiring to finish college Th
rost either hoped to finish high school (8.5%), their elementapy
education (1%) or to take up a vocational course. i

Asked about their job preferences in the future, the respondents’
choices were 'vaned (Table 72). On the whole, 51 percent ch : i
white-collar jobs, 21.8 percent blue collar jobs, 11.3 perci;si
yocational/technical and mechanical jobs, and 9.5 percent manlffﬂ
jobs- Among the more popular choices for white collar jobs Wgur‘r
nursing, H}Bdlca_l doctor, office employee, army/military / po]icenn:
and engineering. Preferred blue collar jobs were: sales i(rl
waitress, driver / conductor and security guard. Vocatioli,] s
technical/ mechanfcal job choices were that of radio opera.-oé
Manual jobs mentioned were: construction. worker/carpenter :-'.‘nd

porter.

Respond?nts were asked their reasons for preferring such
occupations 1n the future. More than half (59.5%) preferred such
occupations because they perceived these occupations are available
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and offer better-pay, it can help their parents and relatives (1 2.5%),
the sick and the needy (7.5%), and help educate people iy

among others. The data further indicated that while rrfore than
ed these occupations as a

half of the respondents (59.5%) preferr

means to alleviate their poor situationy, less than a fourth (24.5'%)
were desirous to consider these occupations as a means of helping
others.

Given a choice, would these children desire to get out of' the
sireets or simply continue such mode of existence? Surlvey findings
revealed that the respondents were closely split in their responses,
with 47.8 percent desiring to end their street life and 46 percent
preferring to continue living in the streets. Asked why they (184
respondents) preferred to stay on the streets, the most common
reason mentioned was economic in nature. Living in the streets
meant being able to earn money (66.3%), thus having a daily income
for one’s schooling needs and subsistence. It also meant being
éble to augment the family income, and in this way to help the
family (15.2%) and supplement inadequate income of parents
(2.7%). To a limited extent - though quite meaningful - thirteen
respondents (7.1%) indicated their happiness being among friends
'n the streets.

al situation for street

Their perceptions regarding the ide
lves e.g. satisfaction of

“hildren were mainly centered on themse
their needs (63.2%) such as attending school fulltime (53.2%), being

able to study (6%) and, being able to play (4%). The respondents
likewise mentioned such ideal situations as receiving parental
guidance (7.5%), living with parents (5%), and helping with
household chores (2.8%). Only 5 percent reported that street
children must seek assistance from government agencies.

Awareness-and Experience
in Street Children Institutions

This section presents the respondents’ knowledge and
awareness of institutions that deal with street children, i.e. whether
the respondents were ever referred to such institutions, the type of
institution they were referred to, whether they had availed of
institutional services, and the type of services availed of. '
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Survey responses revealed that nearly two-thirds (62.5%) af
the respondents had no knowledge of these institutions at all. The
rest (37.5%) claimed to know about such agencies. The 150
respondents who professed knowledge about these institutions
for street children were asked whether they had ever been referred
to such agencies. Approximately a fourth of the group (26.7%)
admitted having been referred to such institutions while the greater
majority (73.3%) claimed otherwise.

The forty (40) respondents who claimed that they were referrei
to such institutions were asked to describe these institutions. Twis
types were generally identified by these respondents, namely theg
drop-in centers (67.5%) and the temporary shelter-type (32.5%},
Drop-in centers refers to those institutions which cater to street
children who simply drop in for their meals, bath and a brief resi.
The temporary shelters cover those institutions which rehabilitat:
street children for longer periods of time.

All respondents were asked whether they had availed o
services from other agencies. Forty percent had availed of services
from other agencies while 60 percent had not availed of my services

Summary and Recommendations
The major research findings, briefly stated, are as follows:

1 Socio-Demographic Backgrbund

a. Of the total 400 respondents, males predominated (76%)
over the females (24%). The respondents’ ranged from 5 tq
18 years old with mean age computed at 12 years.

b. The respondents ranged from preparatory school to college
undergraduate. The majority (324) were in-school while 76
were out-of-school.

Of those currently enrolled, more than a third (35%) are in
high school, another third (34%) were in grade 1-4, and 4
limited group (1.2%) were in college.

2.
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d.  Of the school drop-outs, 35 percent attended the grade 5-

6 level, 31.6 percent grade 1 -4 and 18.4 percent had some
high school education. Three percent had no schooling at
all.

The majority of the respondents can read and write.

Poverty was cited as the major reason for a greater number
of respondents foregoing their education. A number of
them were either pre-occupied with their earning a living
or simply lacked interest in studying. A few others were
run-aways or were not allowed to go back to school by
their parents. Still others either fell into the bad influences
of the “barkada” or were ashamed to resume their studies
because of age.

Erconomic Activities

d

d

Generally, the street children of Davao City had only one
type of work. There were a few who were engaged in two
or three different livelihood activities. Vending or peddling
in market places, supermarkets, shopping centers or
terminals was the most common means of livelihood. A
number also worked as carwashers/carwatchers in the
same places. Other livelihood activities undertaken were
scavenging, shining shoes, stevedoring, collecting garbage
and a host of other odd jobs that would provide them
their daily meals.

The majority of the vendors, scavengers and shoeshine
boys worked the whole day after school. Most carwashers/
carwatchers worked in the afternoon till late in the evening.

Monthly earnings of these street children ranged from a
little less than P500.00 to slightly over P1,500.00. The
family’s tight financial condition served as the single major
reason their efforts at for earning a living. A few mentioned
parental deaths, separation and unemployment.

More than half of the respondents were expected to hand
in their daily, weekly and weekend earnings to their
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parents. The majority voluntarily gave money to their
families. The amount of money given ranged’ from a
minimum of P1.00 daily to as much as P15.00 and above.
If there were other persons given money by these children,
they were usually their friends.

A little more than 70 percent of the respondents claimed
they were satisfied with their present means of subsistence
while 27.1 percent reported otherwise.

Family Background

These street children’s parents were largely employed in
low-paying jobs. A large percentage of their fathers were
engaged in blue-collar, mechanical/technical and manual
occupations. Close to one-fifth (17%) of these children
reported their fathers as unemployed.

Their mothers were usually in household services or in
vending/peddling.

Fathers’ earnings ranged from P500.00 - P1,000.00 monthly
while the mothers’ income was P1,000.00 and below.

More than half of the respondents had siblings also engaged
in ambulant vending, carwatching/carwashing,
scavenging, etc.

More than 90 percent of the respondents went home to
their families after work. Some went hom?t only
occasionally because of the high cost of travel and
disharmonious relations with family members. A few did
not have homes to go home to.

The majority of the respondents were living with their
families. The few who did not stay or live with their
parents, particularly those whose parents were either
deceased or separated, lived instead with grandparents,
uncles and aunties.
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Asking about family conflicts, the children admitted that
these were often caused by their failure to perform family
obligations and conform to family norms. The children
were either scolded or received physical punishment.

Health and Nutrition

d.

The majority fell below the standards set by the
Department of Health for height, while 37.7 percent fell
within them. '

More than 60 percent were slim, 22.3 percent medium
built, 13 percent skinny, and 1 percent stout.

Most ate three meals a day. Meals consisted of cheap
sources of carbohydrates, vitamins and proteins.

More than 50 percent had at least eight hours of sleep and
15.8 percent slept less than 8 hours.

Ninety percent slept at home, 13.5 percent in a center for
street children and 2.5 percent on sidewalks.

Most common complaints relating to the health of the
street children were upper respiratory and gastro-intestinal
ailments. Flu and skin diseases were also common.

Most respondents reported that whenever they got sick,
their mothers usually took care of them. A few mentioned
street educators, medical doctors and other relatives.

Public toilets, including those in schools, hospitals,

-supermarkets, or the back of buildings were used by the

children while in the streets. Riversand  creeks were
also used by those working close to these areas.

\

Spatial Movement

a.

While sixty-six percent were local residents, approximately
a third were migrants mainly from other provinces in
Mindanao (27.5%), with at least 4.8 percent coming from
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the Visayas and Luzon.

b. Sixty-three percent started street life between the ages o's
10 years old.

¢. The street children were not very mobile. Eighty-five
percent had frequented only one or two places, while 48
percent had only frequented two places for at least 12 - 48
months.

d. Usual “hangouts” or “territories” were shopping centers,
market places, terminals, 100 supermarkets of vendars
peddlers, carwashers/ carwatchers and shoeshine boys.

6. Experience on the Street

a. Seventy-six percent of the respondents perceived life as
risky and hazardous, perceiving such risks as possible
vehicular accidents and sexual, physical and financial
exploitations.

7. Needs

a. Money for basic needs and access to education were the
two most important needs of the street children. Some
also expressed their desire to go back to their families and
be protected from all forms of exploitation in the streets.

b. Fifty-four percent felt their needs were met while 45 percent
felt they were not met.

8. Peer Relations

a. A street child usually had friends ranged from one to moire
than six friends.

b. Activities with friends included wholesome, safe and
healthy indoor and outdoor activities. Popular among the
males were ball games and swimming. These were often
done in nearby courts and open spaces in the
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a.

b.

community or in areas close to work. Very few deviant-type
of activities were mentioned.

Majority reported that their common activities consisted
of healthy games and sports. A few, however, reported
smoking, drinking and gambling.

Gang Membership

Of the 400 respondents, only 10.8 percent were members
of a gang. Their ages ranged from 12 -15 years old. Among
the more popular reasons for joining gangs were
protection and the sense of security gangs provided
including the opportunity to bully other street children.

Seventy respondents admitted having been arrested and
detained. The frequency of arrests ranged from one to
more than five times. During detention, 90 percent of the
respondents reported receiving physical and mental/
psychological punishments, ranging from the mild to the
severe ones. Most arrests were due to curfew violations
and suspicion of theft.

10. Values and Aspirations

a.

0

Seventy-six percent were happy with their present situation
while twenty-four percent claimed the opposite. Reasons
cited for being happy were predominantly family-oriented
in nature. Reasons given for being unhappy likewise
focused on the non-provisionof personal and family needs.

Fifty percent desired to continue or finish schooling.
Nineteen percent would like to work full-time and 3.5
percent preferred to work while studying. Furthermore,
the majority of the respondents believed that studying and
working very hard would greatly help in achieving their
aspirations, not to mention assistance from government
agencies and saving for the future.

As their work in the streets has served as their primary
source of income, these pursuits would thus continue to
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help them achieve their goals in life. Because of the
economic rewards of street ‘life, close to half of the
respondents still preferred to stay on the streets. However,
if there were less exhausting, safer and better opportunitie,

respondents would rather stay out of the streets because af
the risks and hazards.

If given the choice, the respondents’ strongest desire was
to earn a degree. To make this possible, more than half
were willing to study and work at the same time. This goal
‘was reflected in the respondents’ preference for white collar
jobs over manual/mechanical/technical ones. It also
reflected the street child’s desire to help in his siblings’

education, to find a stable, better paying and lighter work,
and to be of service to his community.

11. Awareness of Institutions for Street Children

Two—thirds of the respondents had no knowledge of any
institutions for street children. Among those (37.5% or 150
respondents) who professed knowledge of institutions for
street children, a fourth admitted having been referred t¢
such institutions while the rest claimed otherwise.

Two types of insitutions were generally identified by the
forty (40) respondents referred to such institutions, namely

the drop-in centers (67.5%) and the temporary shelter-type
(32.5%). |

Of the 400 respondents, 40 percent had availed of services
from other agencies while 60 percent reported they had
not. Among these services, education (38.1%), food (31.3%)
and clothing (30.6%) were the most common services
availed of by the respondents.
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mmendations

[n the light of the foregoing findings, the following
amendations are proposed:

'olicy

NGO'’s and GO’s should be able to coordinate well w.ith
the police to come up with guidelines and policies regarding
the protection of the children in the street.

The children interviewed have reported security as a
problem in the streets, specifically security from other street
children and from police actions. There must beabettgr
way of dealing with children who have been involved in
theft and other deviant acts. They should not be given the
chance to become criminals by associating with other
criminals in the street or in any detention center.

The DECS, together with the other agencies concerned
with educating the street children, shou_ld be able to design °
programs and policies to help street children who desire to
complete their education. Many of them expressed their
desire to become doctors, nurses, teachers and employees
in other white collar occupations. Their education should
not be limited to free tuition fees. Serious thought should
be given to finding a way so that street children who want
to attain higher education do not have to earn a living in
the streets to be able to support themselves and do not
have to worry about financial assistance from other agencies,

5. The government should also provide policies that would

institutionalize alternative types of education that wqy]q
cater to children who have difficulty submitting to formq)
educational structures.

Some considerations are literacy and numeracy, value
formation, manpower development and employment needs

4. The root cause of the proliferation of children in the Streets

of Davao City is poverty. Many parents haye pno
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insufficient work and so children have been forced to g0 to . ‘9

the streets. Policies on the encouragement of coopefag"es C. Action F

and private enterprises utilizing the unemployed dr e isti i :

unde:}'jemployed in depressed comrrgmnities may be helpful: 1. A multidisciplinary ;‘e_?g\ Coflstllgl% of flndtthe a:sgeesrslctl;:: f

However, the program should also take into consideration involved with Stlje?t o rents }?.llld e.caDe OC- This |

manpower training programs to provide street children the rogramand pOllSiES S8 strie ch-l hren i ath :gld the i

appropriate skills. Better economic strategies should be would clarify the framewoll; whic govecli‘nmgr: W

considered to generate more employment. Respondents private sector should work on to respond to the

revealed that their parents have low income since most af street children. ‘

their occupations are low paying. g |

|

B. Research | :
1. On the average, the respondents were 12 years old and had
; at least some education. They are potential manpower
- resources of our country who need to be polished and
enriched. Some strategies must be used to make them

be developed, to organize into cooperatives, their leadership
capabilities and their productive potentials must be looked

|
more productive. However, a study on their willingness to l
|
!

into for policy and action. . |
1

2. lItis also worthwhile to evaluate the educational programs |
that have been introduced by the GO’s and NGO’s. Have ' "
they contributed to the education of street children? What !
are the strengths and limitations of such programs? Costr
benefit analysis of such programs needs to be undertaken.

3. The street children are basically community based. - They
live with their families at the end of the day and parents
exercise control over their children. Given this background.
a study on the attitude of parents towards their children’s
future, their role in shaping their future and their I
willingness to get involved in community endeavors would '
be worthwhilelooking into. Are they receptive to @
participatory approach to community development? Areé
they willing to volunteer their time in such undertakings? J
What are their attitudes towards cooperatives? What ,
problems do they foresee with such an approach? This :
study will provide the program implementors insights on t

the strategies to utilize in assisting communities where streel
children proliferate.




Table 5

Reasons for Dropping out From School
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Appendix
Table 1 Table 2
Population of Street Children and Sex Distribution of Respondents
Sample by Survey Sites
Total Percentage Number of Sex Frequency Percent
Areas  Population Assigned by Respondent
According  the Street
to Masterlist Educators Male 304 76.0
Female 96 24.0
SanPedro 168 22.0 88
Bankerohan 220 20.0 80 Total 400 100.0
Agdao 180 20.0 80
Magsaysay 199 18.0 78
Sasa 108 12.0 48
Matina 240 .8.0 32
Total 1115 100 400
Table 3 Table 4
Age Distribution of Respondents Distribution of Respondents by Grade Level
Age Frequency Percent In-school  Out of Total
: schoo
Grade Level f % f % [y %
5-6 4 1.0
7-8 15 3.8 Grade 1-4 110 34.0 24 316 134 335
11-12 104 26.0 Grade 5-6 95293 27 355 122 305
13-14 126 31.5 High School 115355 14 184 129 323
15-16. 79 19.8 College level 4 12 1 1.3 5 12
17-18 11 2.7 No schooling G 2 2.6 2 05
No response S 8 105 8 20
400 100.0 Total 100.0 400 1000

324 100.0 76

Mean Age 12.57

Heasons for Dropping Frequency Percent
rom Schoal
Financial problem
(rmo maney for tuition fee,
buy school needs, etc.) 41 54.0
Preoccupied with livelihood
(because family depends on
him for needs) 15 20.0
No motivation/interest to
altend school 9 120
Fun away from home 4 5.0
IFell into bad influences of
the “barkada” (gang) 2 3.0
Avoid encounter with enemies
ir: school 1 1.0
Avoid being teased because
uf age/cannot read 1 1.0
Ivot allowed to go to school ;
by parents 1 10
No response 2 3.0
Total 76 100.0
Table 6
Distribution of Respondents According
1o Grade Level and Ability to Read
In-school Out of school
Grade level  Canread Cannotread- Canread = Cannot read
f % f % f % f %
Grade1-4 83 280 27 9.4 14 240 10 56.0
Grade5-6 94 318 1 36 23 400 4 22,0
High School 115 388 - - 14 240 - -
College level 4 14 - - 1200 -
No schooling - - - - - - 2 11.0
No response - - - - 6 100 2 11.0
Total 296 1000 28 100.0 58 100.0 18 100.0
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Table 7
Distribution of Respondents According
to Grade Level and Ability to Write

TAMBARA

In-school Out of school
Grade level ~ Can write Cannot write  Canwrite  Cannot write
f % f % 5 1% f %
Grade1-4 108 335 2 1000 24 320 - -
Grade5-6 95 295 - - 27 360 - =
High School 115 35.7 - - 14 19.0 - -
Collegelevel 4 12 - - 1 10 - -
No schooling - - - - 1 10 1 100.0
Noresponse - - - - 88 11108 -
Total 322 1000 2 100.0 75 100.0 100.0
Table 9
Respondent's Type of Work Cross-Classified
with Place of Work
(Multiple responses)
(n = 376)
Place of Work
Market Terminals/air- Shopping/ Gasoline  Streets Total
port/wharf recreation station of Davao
centers City
Typeofwork f % fi 006 f s M T e CASR T
Scavenger 1 03 3 08 6 1.6 40 106 50 133
Vendor 72 191 18 4.8 48 12.8 i e 10 2.7 148 394
Carwasher/car-
watcher 19 50 7 189 25 66 68 181 - - 119 316
Porter 10 27 12 32 2 05 - - - - 24 64
Beggar et 3 08 1 03 4 11
Factory workers
(bottlewasher) 6 16 2 o R - - 8 21
Shoeshine boy - N AR 33 88 - - - 37 98
Wailress/waiter - - 4 11 - 4 14
Trisikad driver 3 085 13 - - - - 8 21
Garbage collector -~ - - 1 0.3 - N 0.3
Errand Boy/
Newsboy TR 03 i1 0.8 0.3 - 3 08
Blind guide - L 0.3 - 1 03

]

Table 12

Respondents’ Monthly Income

Income

Table 14
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Whether Respondent Gives Any Amount to the Family

Frequency Percent

Whether Respondent Gives  Frequency  Percent

Any Amount to the Family

Lessthan P500 193 51.3
501 - 1000 . 113 30.0 Yes 339 %0.2
1001 - 1500 43 11.4 No 34 9.0
1800 & over 24 6.4 No response 4 08
Don't know 1 0.3 No response 2 05
Total 376 100.0 Total 376 100.0
Table 15
Amount of Money Given to Family
and Frequency of Giving

AMOUNT Daily’ Weekly Monthly Sat./Sun. Others Total
(Pesos) fi % f % f % Fom a9 i % f %

-2 i | (PRI S T, o 98 L L 3 Y
i- 4 1 OB 113 2.8 177 3 100 1 4.2 9 24
3- 6 14 84 14 132 TERI77N T 2 7.0 3 1258 34 100
7-8 G d 08 il 9 sibh k= - - - 5 T
3-10 27 160 25 236 2 154 8 28.0 9 37571 209
11-12 1 6 1 9 - - - - - - 2 6
13-14 1 ARG A - - - - S 1 3
15 - over 113 676 62 585 9 69.2 15 520 11 458 210 612
Noresponse 2 12 - = STCAVE - 3 = = 2 .6
Total 167 100.0 106100.0 13 100.029100.0 24100.0 339 100.0

o/
/o

49.2

31.2

38 8.6

7.1
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Table 16 Table 17
Whether Respondent Gives Money Reasons for Giving Money to Persons
to Persons Other Than Other Than Family
Their Family
Whether Respondent  Frequency  Percent  Reasons for Giving Frequency Percent
Gives Money to Money To Persons
Other Than Family Other Than Family
Yes 51 12.8 To be able to buy food,
No 343 85.6 cigaretles, rice 24 471
No response 6 1.5 Kindness/generosity to
those who have no
money/no work 7 13.7
Total 400 100.0 *Delihensya” 6 11.8
Form of reciprocity 4 7.8
An expression of friendship 2 3.9
No response 8 15.7
Total 51 100.0
Table 18 Table 19
Occupation of Respondents’ Parents Parents' Monthly Income
Occupation Frequency Percent Monthly Income Frequency  Percént
Father’s Income Father's Occupation
Less than P500 15 4.7
Craftsmen, production workers 84 21.0 P 500-1,000 41 127
Sales/Buy and Sell 52 13.0 . 1,001-1,500 16 5.0
Workers/transport/ 1,501-2,000 22 6.8
communication 44 11.0 2,001-2,500 10 3.1
Stevedores/freight handlers 44 11.0 2,501-3,000 32 99
Forester and Farmworkers 19 4.8 3,001 & Above 9 2.8
Farmers/Fishermen 17 4.2 No Response 177 55.0
Military/ Security” 11 2.7 Total Number of
Professional/Technical workers 5 1.2 Employed 322 100.0
Administrative/managerial 4 1.0
Scavenging/begging 2 0.5 Mother's Income .
Not employed 7 17.8 Less than P 500 30 11.6
Don't Know/No Response 36 9.0 P 500-1,000 33 12.8
Deceased 11 28 1,001-1,500 19 74
1,501-3,000 10 3¢
Total 400 100.0 2,001-2,500 4 1.6
2,500-3,000 5 1.8
3,001 & Above 4 1.
No Response 145 59.%0
Total Number of
/ Employed 255 1004

Tahble 20

Number if Children in Respondent’s Family

Table 21
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Number of Siblings Working in the Sireet

Mumber of Children  FrequencyPercent  Number of Working
Siblings Frequency  Percent |
1-2 25 6.3
3-4 96 24.0 None 174 435
5-6 130 325 i 126 315
7-8 87 21.7 2 58 145
9-10 45 11.2 3 34 8.4
11 -12 13 3.2 4 6 15
13-14 3 0.8 58 1 0.3
15-16 1 0.3 6 1 0.3
Total 400 100.0 Total 400 100.0
Mean 5.97 -
|
b
Table 23 Table 24

Persons Whom Respondent Stays With

Person Whom

Frequency of Going Home to Parents

Frequency Percent  Frequency of Frequency  Percent
Respondent Going Home (n=55)
Stays With
Parent 281 70.3 Never Go Home 28 51.8
Mother 53 13.2 Very Frequent
Father 12 3.0 {More than once a week) 4 74
Sister/Brother 9 22 Frequent
Relative 18 4.5 (4-6 times a week) 7 13.0
Others 27 6.8 Less Frequent/Sometimes
(once a month/once in 2 mos.) 7 13.0
T TRy Rarely
Total 400 100.0 (once in 6 mosfonce ayear) 3 5.6
No Response 5 92
Total 54 100.0
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Table 25 Table 28
Reasons For Not Going Home Form of Punishment Table 37 Table 38
Baaeore For Frequency Percent  Formsof Punishment  Frequency  Percent Plage of Birth Frequency Percent Respondent's Age  Frequency Percent
Moo ome Davao City 262 65.5 4445 15 37
Parents are always scolding/ Severe Physical 122 30.5 Witain Mindanao 110 21.5 G 65 162
always punished 6 214 Mild Physical 172 43.0 Ousside Mindanao 19 4.8 8-9 122 30.5
Home is very far 5 17.9  Scolding 9 24.8 Don't Know 9 212 10 - 11 101 253
No money for transportation 4 14.3 No Response 7 1.7 3 12 -13 77 193
Abandoned 4 14.3 14 - 15 16 4.0
Anger at parents 2 71 Tolal 400 100.0 16 S 3 0.8
Conflict with step mother/ Total 400 100.0 4 Don't Know 1 03
step father 2 71 Y
Parents are deceased 2 7.1 Total 400 100.0
Preoccupied with work 1 36
Do not know of the , Mean 9.6 years
whereaboutsof parents 1 3.6 Table 31
Love of the streets
(like to be with freinds) 1 3.6 Respoqdents Type of Meals Table 42 Table 44
(Multiple Responses)
Total 28 100.0 . ]
Uil b O R Friends Places Frequented by the Respondents and Friends
Breakfast Lunch Supper W= TSI e ====
Typeof meals f % f %o f %
Table 32 (n=400) (n=400) n=400) Number Frequency Percent  Places Frequented  Frequency Percent
Sleeping Habits | ;
Rice %05 765 393 983 387 96 1 = 2 116 29.0 Streets t_)l DavaoCity 60 15.0
Fish 132 330 151 37.8 162 405 - 4 101 25.3 Recreation Centers 51 12.7
Vegetables 69 17.2 167 41.8 147 368 - 6 102 265  Market/store 46 1.2
Sleeping Habits Frequency Percent  Coffeeftea/mik 1 178 - - 1 . 08 MAbove 6 79 19.7 Home/neighbor 37 9.2
Noodles 18] 132 30/ 75" 16" 4D No response 2 0.5 School (playground) 30 75
Cooking oi 1 03 1 0.3 : - Wharf 30 75
Number of hours Soy sauce IR 0:3 e LLEl 0.3 - - 7 Church 23 57
Dried/salted fotal 400 1000  Streetcomers 22 55
Below 8 hours 63 15.8 fish 76 19.0 48 120 41 103 . Basketball court 59 5'5
8 hours 84 21.0 Rice cake ; 2 ;
Mote than 8 hours 252 630 (puto) 0 ? 1 Glasolme station 15 3.7
Don't know 1 0.2 Fruits 308" 4. R0 S G Airport 13 35
Rootcrops = - - - 1 a3 Beach 14 35
Total 400 100.0 Bread 77 193 2 05 3 a8 Underpass/riverside 14 35
Porridge 2R 0O N 2 s Moviehouse 10 2.5
Where R usually sleeps: Eggs/poultry/ ‘ Shopping Centers 8 20
meat 5 140 11 28 11 .8 Gravahan 2 05
Home 369 92.3 Soup - - 5 13 / 8 2.0 o 1 0'3
Center for St. children 14 35  Sardines 5 513" 3. 08 '8, /%0 aleries :
Sidewallgstreet 10 25  None G SOPEPRRETRO R ) I | No response 2 05
Jeeps/irucks 1 0.3 No response g 2d3 "2, 05 1 0.3 :
Others 6 1.3 b Total 400 100.0
Total 400 100.0
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Table 41

Places Respondents Frequented During

School Days, Christmas, Summer

TAMBARA

* Table 47

Number of Respondents Who Have Vices

==

(Multiple Response)

Place Frequency Percent
School Days
Market Place 9% 240
Community of Respondent 67 16.8
Gasoline Stations 61 15.3
Strolling in D.C. Streets S7AN4'3
Shopping Centers 34 8.5
Terminals/Airport/Wharfs 32 8.0
Institutions 26 6.5
Recreation Centers 25 6.3
Church 5 1.3
Provinces (on vacation) 2 0.5
No Response 15 38
Christmas Season
Market Place 76 19.0
Gasoline Stations 60 150
Community of Respondent - 80 150
Strolling in D.C. Streets 53 13.3
Terminals/Airport/Wharfs 47 11.8
Recreation Centers 39 9.8
Shopping Centers 29 73
Provinces (on vacation) 26 6.5
Church 18 4.5
Institutions 12 3.0
No Response 1 0.3
Summer
Provinces (on vacation) 118 29.5
Market Place 75 18.8
Gommunity of Respondent 61 15.2
Gasoline Stations 41 10.3
Terminals/Airport/Wharfs 32 8.0
Recreation Genters 30 75
Strolling in D.C. Streets 24 6.0
Shopping Centers 22 55
Church 1 2.8
Institutions 6 15
No Response S 1.3

Vices Frequency Percent
Gambling 63 48.8
Smoking 57 44.2
Drug Use 9 7.0
Total 129 100.0

Table 48

Amount Spent for Smoking per Day

Amount Spent

Frequency Percent

Free/Given by friends 13 228
Less than P2.00 18 31.6
P2.00 - 4.00 5 8.7
401 - 6.00 5 8.7
8.01 -10.00 1 1.8
10.01 -12.00 1 1.8
15.00 1 1.8
No Response 13 22.8
Total A 57 100.0
L i uk A
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Table 49 Table 51
Gambling Reason for Joining the Gang
Frequency of Betting  Frequency Percent  Reasons for Joining the Gang Frequency’ Percent
Very Diten (everyday) 9 125 For Protection/sense of |
Often (2-5 times a week)32 444 security 16 37.2
Rarely (once a week/twice Influenced by friends 5 "7
a imonth) 27 37.5 Desire to bully other
Very sarely (once a month) 4 5.6 streetchildren 1 23
No Response 21 488
Total 72 100.0
Total 43 100.0
Table 52 Table 54
Names of Gangs and Gang Affiliation Gang Activities
[}
Names of Gangs and Activities Frequency  Percent
Gang Affiliation Frequency
Rumble/gang wars 5 11.6
Bad sompany 3 Bullying other street children 4 93
Kat-hat Bahay Gang (Bakal Disco dancing 3 70
Boys) 3 Work 3 10
Tunay na Standby 3 Activities that encourage cooperation 2 47
Strollers 2 Strolling 2 46
RBC - Roger Bakal Corp. 1 No Response 24 55.8
Batang Lawaan 1
Ninja Turtle 1
Kulata Gang 1 Total 43 100.0
United Muslim Organization 1 :
Apathe Gang 1
Sniper's Gang 1
Pretty Boys 1
Osmena Boys 1
Peacemakers 1
Vision Street People 1
Total 22
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* Table 55
Age and Experience of Arrests

Respondents’ Age Frequency Percent

8-.8 5 7.1

TAMBARA

Table 56
Number of Times Arrested

Number of Times Detained Frequency Percent

1
10- 11 1 15.7 2 3 .
12-13 14 20.0
14-15 23 32.9 4 2 29
16-17 8 11.4 5 3 4.3
More than 5 5 7.1
No response 4 5.7
Total . 70 100.0
% Distribution 17.5 Total 70 100.0
Table 58 Table 60
Respondents' Experience While Detained Respondents' Perceived Risks While in the
Streets (Multiple Response)
Respondents’ Experience Frequency Percent
(n=70) Perceived Risks Frequency  Percent
13 1 (n = 303)
8.6
m:tuflsg 12 17.2 Risk of getting hit or run over 180 59.4
Scolde 7 10.0 Mauled by other street children 149 49.2
hlpped in outstretched Being implicated in crimes 135 446
\ 5 7.1 Victimized by extortionists 113 7.3
clean the police Exposure to changing weather 55 ' 18.2
AS’:;‘: to 4 5.7 Sexual exploitation by homosexuals,
sial d poun 3 43 local and foreign pedophiles 53 17.5
kar ith armalite butt 3 43 Being raped 41 135
Hﬂ:é(ad on the hea 2 29 No shelter fo sleep atnight 20 6.6
Kni 1 1.4 Others 78 25.7
StrlPPl;’s wa re 1 1.4 No response 1 03
gg"?l o oods being b Not applicable 97 320
n I
sold 7 10.0
one 1 15.7
:o Answer

R R

Table 61 Table 64

Respondents' Needs at Present
(Multiple Response)

Respondent's Needs Need1 Need2 Need3 Person Responsible for

at Present f % f 9% f 9% Respondent's Needs

Money for basicneeds 284 710 91 227 74 185 Parents

Protection from Mother

extortionists 2 S5 11 27 48 120 Father

Education 95 23.7 200 50.0 58 145 Sister

Home 12 30 42 105 99 248 Brother

To go back home to Other relatives

parents and siblings 4 10 41 103 16 40 Others

No response 3 8 15 38105 262 Parents and other relatives
Mother and other relatives
Father and relatives

Sister and other relatives
Table 66 Mother and others

Father and others

Sister and others

Brother and others

Other relatives and others
Mother and father

Reasons for Being Happy with Present Situation

Reasons Frequency Percent No response
Can earn money 72 23.7
Can attend school/study 60 19.7
Have friends and enjoy their

company 48 15.8
Can help family meet needs 41 13.5
Family members living

harmoniously 20 6.6
No problems as of now 18 59
Parents and siblings are

alive 13 43
Loved by parents/grandparents 11 3.6
Enjoys work 9 3.0
Others 9 3.0
No response 3 1.0
Total 304 100.0

—_ G N = N =y —

149
117
28

205

Person's Responsible for Respondent’s Needs
(Multiple Response)

Frequency Percen
(n=400)
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Table 67

easons for Being Unhappy With Present Situation

Reasons Frequency Percent
Economic Reasons 37 385
No meney to buy for
Respondent’s needs 21)
No money for tuition fee/
other school req. (7)
Income is low (4)
Mother is unemployed  ( 3)
Income of Respondent's
fatheris not enough  (2)
Family-related 15 15.6
Parents are separated  (10)
Abandoned by parents  ( 5)
Work-related 13 13,5
Job is tiresome (12)
Work schedule does not allow
Respondent to study lessons (1)
Cannot pursue studies” 9 9.2
Respondenthas many 6 6.3
problems
Respondent is sick 2 2.1
Exposure fo vices 1 1.0
Others 10 10.4
Don't know 1 1.0
No response 2 2.1
Total 9%  100.0

Table 68

Plans

Study/continue studies/

T{\ ‘\_1 [!AR;’:

Respondents’ Plans for Himsell in the
Next Five (5) Years

Frequency Percent

finish studies 274 68.5
Work 74 185
Study and work 14 3.5
Engage in small-time

business 7 1.7
Move to another place 6 1.5
Others 10 25
Don't know 5 1.3
No response 4 1.0
No plans 6 1.5
Total 400 100.0

Table 69

Respondents’ Suggested Means
for Achieving Aspiration

Suggested Meansto  Frequency Percenl
Achieve Aspiration
Study/study hard/finish

studies 241 60.2
Work/strive hard 107 25.8
\Study and work 26 6.5
Save money - 7 1.8
Ask for assistance from

agencies 2 0.5
Others 6 1.5
Don't know 8 2.0
No response 3 0.8
Total 400

100.0
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Table 72 ’
Choice of Future Occupation
Cecupation Frequency Percent Occupation Frequency Percent
Vihite-collar Jobs 535 50.5 Manual 38 35
r[ :ﬁf\fﬁg (37) Construction worker/carpenter  (19)
Fibjice ili 34) Laborer/porter (13)
i gaiizra S 227) Carwasher/newsboy/messenger  ( 6)
qine (24)
f ;::;i! (6) Any type of work 8 20
Bank teller (5) Olh?rs 8 20
Artist (5) Don't know 7 17
Pilot (5) No response 5 1.2
Accountant E g;
Flight stewardess
Mz?nager (2) Total 400 100.0
Cashier (2)
Architect (2)
Pharmacist (1)
Blue-collar Jobs 87 21.8 \ Table 74
Driver/trisikad driver/ Desire to Get Out of
conductor (26) the street
Vendor ?gg
rity guard 13)'
?zfrfi:,olrt}'hg!per (10) Desire to Get Out of Frequency Percent
Small-time businessman (10) the Street
Waitress (3)
Farmer (3)
Garbage collector (2 Yes 191 478
Salesman (1) No 184 46.0
No response 25 6.2
Vocational 45 11.3
Technician/electrician/ Total 400 100.0
mechanic (33)
Salesgirl (8)
Radio operator (3)
Tailor (1)
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Table 75 Table 79
Reasons lor Staying Inthe Streets Type of Street Children Institutions Referred to
(Muliple Responses)
Reasons Frequency Percent Type of Institutions ~ Frequency Percent
(n=184)
: Drop-in 27 67.5
Can eamn money/have dally 49 26.6 Temporary shelter 13 325
income 48 26.6
Need money for daily
subsistence 38 20.7 Total 40 100.0
Need money for school
EXpENses 35 19.0
Want to help family 28 15.2
Plenly of friends/happy 13 7.1
Cannol find another job 1 6.0
Earnings/of parents not
enough 5 2.7
Told by parents to work 5 27
Table 81

Sevices Availed From Other Agencies

{(Multiple Responses)

(n=160)

Services availed Frequency Percent
Education 61 38.1
Food 50 31.3
Clothing 49 30.6
Medical/Dental 41 25.6
Athletic/Recreation 17 10.6
Counselling 13 8.1
Financial 12 .55
Shelter 11 6.9
Emergency Assistance 5 3.1
Christmas Gift 2 1.3
Spiritual 2 1.3




