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The Catholic Church is aware of this danger and is
intensifying its efforts at promoting evangelization. However, its
understanding of evangelization is key for the life and mission of the
Church. One of the great papal documents in the modern Church is-
Pope Paul VI's Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, Evangeliza-
tion in the Modern World, issued on December 8, 1975.!

There the late Holy Father says thatitis not enough to define
evangelization in terms of proclaiming Christ to those who do not
know himior of preaching, and conferring Baptism and other sacra-
ments. (17)2 This is only part of the reality. Evangelization is in
fact the totality of the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her
deepestidentity. (14) For the Church, evangelizing means bringing the
Good News to all the strata of humanity and, through its influence,
transforming humanity from within and making it new. (18) It is a
complex process made up of varied elements which are complemen-

and mutually enriching. These elements include the renewal
of humarity, the evangelization of culture, the primary importance
of witness of life, the need of explicit proclamation of the Gospel, a
wital and community acceptance, and apostolic initiative. (24) This
avangelization must proclaim a transcendent and eschatological
salvation /in Jesus Christ, beginning in this life but fulfilled only in
eternity. (27) This evangelization would not be complete if it did not
take account of the unceasing interplay of the Gospel and man’s
concrete life, both personal and social. (29) Between evangelization
and human advancement including development and liberation -
there are 1n fact profound links. (31) The message of salvation in
Jesus Christ should be proclaimed without reduction or ambiguity.
(32) It must envisage the whole man, in all his aspects, right up to and
including his openness to theabsolute, eventhe divine Absolute. (33)
The Church’ is certainly not willing to restrict her mission only to the
ireligious field and to dissociate herself from man’s temporal problems.
(34) Evanygelization will never be possible without the action of tﬂl:e
IHoly Spirit. (75) Through the Holy Spirit, the Gospel penetrates tothe
|heart of the world, for it is he who causes people to discern the stg“;
of the tinves - signs willed by God - which evangelization reveals an
|puts to use in history. (75) . .
That is the hea?’t of the teaching of Evangelii Nuntiandl,l'egardmlg
|the nature of authentic evangelization, a teaching that has been cleary

continued by Pope John Paul II, and beautifully expressed 10 the

et the
'Pope Paul VI Evangelii Nuntiandi, Apostolic Exhortation On Evangelization "
Modern Werld, (Pasay City: St. Paul Publications, 1976)-

*Those numbers refer to sections of Evangelii Nuntiandi.
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actualized by promoting the following: 1) the fostering of an
evangelizing presence of the Church in the world; 2) the

" transformation of the Church into a community of dialogue; and 3) a

more effective involvement of the Church in authentic efforts for
human development and liberation.

First, there is the need to define, explicitate, foster and actualize
an evangelizing presence of the Church in the world. Such a presence
‘would allow the Gospel to permeate and penetrateall areas of human

~ endeavor and renew it from within. Why is it that so many people
- ;simply do not seem to care about the Gospel message? Why is it that
i iso many people look upon the Church and faith in Jesus Christ as

meaningless? Why are so many caught in a materialistic way of life
oblivious to spiritual values? Yet, why at the same time are so many
people searching for meaning in life? There is a deep hunger in all
men and women for God. Failure to respond to it has resulted in
an lemptiness. and restlessness among them. There is a need for the
Church to fillthis void with the message of salvation, with the Word
of God. What is needed is to explicitate and actualize this presence in

1synﬁbols thatiwould touch the deepest recesses of the human heart

yeamning for life, giving witness to that Mysterious Reality, the encoun-
ter with Whom will evoke the response of a generous faith. There is a
neefe to spell out the symbolism and signs of this evangelizing
presence. Two key areas for this in the life of the Church are the
fostering of community and the actualizing of mission.

This leads us to our second point: the Church should become a
community ¢f dialogue. We are only too aware that our world is a
world of alienation: within ourselves, between ourselves and others,
and between purselves and God. Left to ourselves, there would be no
hope of healing. Fortunately, this alienation has been shattered by the
coming of Jesus Christ. He enables us to approach the Father. ‘Jam the
Waly, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except
'through Me.”” (John 14: 6) In enabling us to fulfill our transcendent
drive to union with God, and community, Jesus enables us to becomé
more fully human, to become more fully who we are called to be-
Futithermore, he heals our brokenness and forgives our sins, e.nablmg
us lto grow in wholeness and humanness through his great gift °_f t}}e
sacrament of ' reconciliation. What a pity it is that this sacrament ISflI;
such disuse these days in spite of our continuous need .Oa
conversion, for healing, for reconciliation, for forgiveness. "{‘heref: .
need for the Church to make this special gift presentin the life 0 eIt
people, in the life of the world. It is essential for full humanization

is 50 necessary for our life together.
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liberationist approaches.®

To foous on only one approach would be deficient. No one
approach issufficient in itself. Yet each makes a contribution to the
development, liberation, and humanization of God’s people. The

| charitable approach supplements the deficiencies of public services
| and tries to help the poorand destitute meet their basic needs. The
|| Church has always been strong in this approach by sponsoring schools

for the poor, hospitals, orphanages, low-cost housing, and nutrition

1 and feeding|programs. However, essential as the charitable approach

is, iit is not enough because it merely helps those in need to survive; it
dcesn’t make them progress. Thus, there is also the need for the
developmental approach which tries to give people skills to help
themselves socio-economically. The Church has done this by fostering
credit unionss and cooperatives, promoting small-scale industries and

| lotal handicrafts, and the increase of agricultural production. Yeteven

these effortsiare not enough because development efforts soon encoun-

) tet the unjust structures in society that favor the powerful and wealthy
' arid oppress the weak and

poor. Thus, there is the need for the
liberationistiapproach as well to make the poor aware of their own
human dignity as well as the unjust structures. These people’s

anizations are either community or sectorally based, such as
farmers, fishermen, or urban poor groups. The poor themselves are
the agents df change. However, all efforts of the Church in the social

. sphere should and must be guided by Gospel values. Simply toengage

ir social action, community organizing, or conscientization efforts
whithout being guided by and actualizing Gospel values would not to
be calling forth the power of the Spirit to help in the effort. What is -
needed is both competence and evangelizing presence. This is true for
every apostolate of the Church, whether it be charitable, developmen-
tal, or liberationist.

In fostering evangelizing presence, the Church must be
contextualized, fostering the process of inculturation, going to the
roots of culture, challenging and revitalizing it with the presencs of
God’s powerful Word. The contexts of the local Churches differ.
There is certainly a difference in the contexts of First and Third World
Churches. Yet, whatever the context, the basic reality is thesame.One
rieason why many of the local Churchesin the Third World experience
& more dynamic faith life than their sister Churches in the First World
may be that they have been forced to respond to the severe soc10-

*Ralph C. Salazar, "Justice, Social Action, and the Church," NASSA News 12 (une

1980); 2-6.
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