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DAVAO CITY'S WND SCANDAL

Lone Councilor, Supported By The Treasurer, And
Auditor, Opposes a Slrn^gi

by AKTEMIO AJL. LOVoi

Manila, February 14,1953 n

KUmJ [If: DAVAO

don would be called the nert day. Fiscal Benjamin K. Gorospe strongly
nee 4. At that se.ssion the council advised the city council against the
voo'd approve a resolution purchas- deal. But his advjce as well as the
tog Lot No. 508-A from Dr. Dacudao, arguments of Councilor Ticngco were
^ at 12 centavos a square meter but quickly brushed aside.
I pi.50 a square meter. In other Also supporting Councilor Tioneco

*-ords Davao City would pay Dr. Da- in his fight against this strange ^al
■■ Idao the sum of.P155,037 for the lot are City Auditor Santiago Paclibar

J^tead of P12,402.96. And with Coun- and City Treasurer Cornelib R. Oliver.
I dlor Tiongco the only oppositionist, Both have declared they would ap- -
"-that resolution was passed. ' • prove the purchase.only at 12 cent-
^  The scene seemingly had been well avos a meter.

1

City CounciloT Tjongco: Lone

dissenter.

9 DAVAO City is in the midst of
■ a real estate scandal similar to the
notorious Tambobong-Buenavista deal,
altliough on a much smaller scale.
Center of the scandal is a lot in Bar
rio Obrero which the cit)' council, to
the amazement of the public, wants
to buy for P130,000 despite Ae -fact
that the city has the legal right to
buy it for P12,000.
Two or three years before the war,

the city government purchased from'
a Chinese partnership, Kwong Tai
Lon^ & Co., the area of about 48 hec
tares now known as Barrio Obrero.
The purpose of the purchase was to
subdivide the area for resale on a no-
profit basis to laborers in the Sta. Ana

V rehearsed. Atty. Donato' Endriga,
«bo is ibe husband of the private sec-
^ly of Mayor Rcdolfo Sarenas, pres-
^lea the offer in behalf of Dr. Da-

' ,-^0. He produced a letter to the
^^pjujcil, dated Oct. 26, 1952. in which

A GOOD WORD

Maria, described in Miss Monica
stated that Dr. Dacudao had ̂ unag's true story, "Modesty Has a •

iged his mind about the sale and High Prize" (PP. Jan. 3). deserves a
ed to the increase in the value good word for. her high sense of vir

tue. That she would rather die than
expose her body to a stranger, even'
though a doctor, denotes that, like '

-  - Mary the Mother of Jesus Christ, she
j square meter and, therefore. Dr. value'd purity over and above every-
icudap's proposal was a great con- thing else.—MANUEL R. SUAREZ,^
ion to The city. First Asst. City Janiuay, Iloilo.

'Jreal estate in the 15 years that ha<J
fd since 'Barrio Obi%ro was es-

ilishcd. He . argued that land was
selling in that area at P4 to P5

FISCAL GOROSPE treasurer OLIVER

AW three support Tiongco. I
AtJDitOR PACLIBAR

and Piapi districts. Due to lack of
funds and the outbreak of the war,
the city was unable to pay for one
lot consisting of 103,358 square me
ters. Hence the title to this lot, J»Io.
508-A, never passed to the city.
On June 17, 1948, Kwong Tai Long

& Co. sold two lots in this area to
Dr. Santiago P. Dacudao, one of Da-
vao's wealthiest men. • Reader^ may
remember that Dr. Dacudao figured
prominently in an article by Leon O-
Ty on the squatter problems ofjDavao
after the war (see FP, Jan. 18, 1947)-
The larger of the two lots fn this
transaction was Lot No. 508-B
ing of 357;657 square meters,which
was sold to Dr. Dacudao at 2| cent
avos a square meter. Includied io
the transaction was Lot No. 508-A at
a price of 12 centavos a square me
ter.

The contract of sale states that the
reason Lot No. 508-A was inchided
was to permit the dissolution of the
partnership Kwong Tai 'Long & Co.
So that there would be no misunder
standing about that particular lot the
deed of sale specitically provided:
"That.. .the herein Vendee (Dr. San
tiago P. Dacudao) compromises to sell
to the City Government of Davao the
said Lot No. 508-A in the amount , the
City of Davao might fix to pay^to the
"Said Dr. Santiago P. Dacudao if and
whei?^f the City should desire ^ buy

the s^d lot."
This deed of sale, Document No. 1

292, series of 1948, was registered Ijj i
the office of the Register of Deeds for j
Davao.

In April, 1951, City Treasurer Cor-
nelio R. Oliver and then 1st Asst. City A
Fiscal Pascual Monfort, representing
the city council, ̂ nd Dr. Dacudao
agreed for Lot 508-A to be transferred
Jp the city of Davao at the price Dr,
I^acudao paid for it-'-12 centavos a
square meter, or P12,402.96. This wai
^o^tfirmed unanimously by the city
^wixcil's Resolution No. 122, dated
^Pfil 23, 1951.

JFrical Honorato Bautista declared,
Clever, that the city's right to pur

chase the lot at 12 centavos remained
6dear unchanged and that Dr. Da-
5(ut!ao could be compelled to sell it
f  that price.

VVithout even making a counter of-VlUlOUl even nitnving a —

A BELIEF

It was a relief to read in your paper
that National Defense Secretary Ra-iiuii. ixaLiuiidi www. -

or ref^ing the offer as is usual mon Magsaysay had nothing to do
M tlie committee on appraisal, all the with the dirty Rasa Air Base election
-embers of the council, with the e.\- in 1951. We kdow that it was im-
<*nKon of Councilor Tiongco who vi- possible for him to be involved m arusiy objected, passed Resolution, case like that.

710 approving Dr. Dacudao's him!—(Miss) ROSARIO NARBAJA,
|loposilion. Supporting Ticngco, City Calolbon, Catanduanes. —«

/

IFarritn^

comes the "believe it or not"^
I ^1( ■iQw^Iopment in this case. On Dea 3,"
sg the city council met-in sped(d :
by to act on the emergency caused
tec..,® disastrous fire of Dec. 1. Two'.ffcjj » V V* —— — — • A • vyif

af. ̂ tions were quickly passed. Tlut.
Tj.^oon Councilor Gaudioso iti!]
b-Q^gco received a telephone oaf li

ex-Councilor Carlos CemPMrr
that another speca'ttl seU


