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City Councilor Tiongco: Lone
dissenter.

® DAVAO City is in the midst of
a real estate scandal similar to the
notorious Tambobong-Buenavista deal,
although -on a much smaller scale,
Center of the scandal is a lot in Bar-
rio Obrero which the city council, to
the amazement of the public, wants
to buy for F150,000 despite the fact
that the city has the legal right to
buy it for £12,000. ;

Two or three years before the war,
the city government purchased from
a Chinese partnership, Kwong Tai
Long & Co., the area of about 48 hec-
tares mow known as Barrio Obrero.
The purpose of the purchase was to
subdivide the area for resale on a na-
profit basis to laborers in the Sta. Ana
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Lone Councilor, Suppbﬂed By The ;ﬁS‘;l,
Auditor, Oppeses a’ S"-‘I'E#lgr._ Deal
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and Piapi districts, Due to lack of
funds and the outbreak of the war,
the city was unable to pay for one
lot consisting of 103,358 square me-
ters. Hernce the title to this lot, No.
508-A, never passed to the city.

On June 17, 1948, Kwong Tai Long
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TREASURER OLIVER
All three support Tiongco.

& Co. sold two lots in this area to|
Dr. Santiago P. Dacudao, one of Da-
vao’s wealthiest men. - Readerfs may |
remember that Dr. Dacudao figured |

prominently in an article by Leon O-
Ty on the squatter problems of IDavao
after the war (see FP, Jan. 18, 1947).
The larger of the two lots in|this
transaction was Lot No. 508_7B_QOn81§t=
ing of 357,657 square meters ,‘which
was sold to Dr. Dacudao at 2 cen_t-
avos a square meter. Included in
the transaction was Lot No. 508-A at
a price of 12 centavos a square me-
ter.

The contract of sale states that the

7 reason Lot No. 508-A was included

was to permit the dissolution of the
partnership Kweng Tai ‘Long & Co.
So that there would be no misunder-

" standing about that particular lot the

deed of sale specifically provided:
“That. . .the herein Vendee (Dr. San-
tiago P. Dacudao) compromises to séll
to the City Government of Davao the
said Lot No. 508-A in the amount the
City of Davao might fix to pay ‘to the
said Dr. Santiago P. Dacudao if anfl

whey# the City should desire to buy

Treasurer, And
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on would be called the next day,
Dec. 4. At that session the coungil
‘would approve a resolution purchas-
ipg Lot No. 508-A from Dr. Dacudao,
| ot at 12 centavos a square meter but
4t PL50 a square meter. In other
words Davao City would pay Dr. Da-
dao the sum of . P155,037 for the lot
tead of $12,402.96. And with Coun-
wlor Tiongeo the only oppositionist,
that resolution was passed. = -
& The scene seemingly had been well
giu‘sed- Atty. Donato' Endriga,
% 1o is the husband of the private sec-
- of Mayor Rodolfo Sarenas, pres-
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the offer in behalf of Dr. Da-
‘da0. He produced a letter to the
P cil, dated Oct. 26, 1952, in which
was stated that Dr. Dacudao had
ed his'mind about the sale and

rred to the increase in the value
1% (cal estate in the 15 years that had
" ed- since ‘Barrio Obrero was es-
plished. He argued that land was
L selling in that area at P4 to P5
8 square meter and, therefore, Dr.
cudag)’s proposal was a great con-
ession to ‘the city. First Asst. City
iscal Honorato Bautista declared,
“gowever, that the city’s right to pur-
* Jase the lot at 12 centavos remaine
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Fiscal Benjamin K. Gorospe strongly
advised the city council against the
deal. But his advjce as well as the
arguments of Councilor Tiongco were
quickly brushed aside. |
Also supporting Councilor Tiongco
in his fight against this strange deal
are City Auditor Santiago Paclibar
and City Treasurer Cornelio R. Oliver.
Both have declared they would ap--
prove the purchase.only at 12 cent-
avos a meter.
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GOOD WORD

Maria, described in Miss Monica

unag’s: true story, “Modesty Has a-
High Prize” (FP, Jan. 3), deserves a
good word for her high sense of vir-
tue. That she would rather die than
expose her body to a stranger, even’
though a doctor, denotes that, like
Mary the Mother of Jesus Christ, she
valued purity over and above every-
thing else—MANUEL R. SUAREZ,™
Janiuay, Ioilo.
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 Fiscal Pascual Monfort, representing

- “Onfirmed unanimously by the city

LA™ u"‘l ex-Councilor Carlos Cempés

AUDITOR PACLIBAR S8 i and unchanged and that Dr. Da-

S sdao could be compelled to sell it A RELIEF

gt that poice : It was a relief to read in your paper
8 Without even making a counter of- that National Defense Secretary Ra-
G or refering the offer as is usual mon Magsaysay had nothing to do
s the committee on appraisal, all the with the dirty Basa Air Base election
B embers of the council, with the ex- in 1951. We kow that it was im-
geption of Councilor Tiongeo who vi- possible for him to be mvolv_ed in a
S orously objected, passéd Resolution. case like. that. Ccmg:ratulahoillsx Xv
I8, 710 approving Dr. “Dacudao’s him!—(Miss) ROSARIO NARBAJA,
roposilion. Supporting Tiongeo, City Calolbon, Catanduanes. p

the said lot.”

This deed of sale, Document N,
292, series of 1948, was registered jn
the office of the Register of Deeds fop
Davao. - ‘

In April, 1951, City Treasurer Cop. &
nelio R. Oliver and then 1st Asst, Cj e
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thg City council, «and Dr. Dacudag L .
dgreed for Lot 508-A to be transferrag %
10 the city of Davao at the price Dy, -

acudao paid for it~12 centavog
SQuare meter, or P12,402.96. This tway

SOuncil’s Resolution No. 122, dated ¥
April 95 1951, _ g |
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- Warning @

de?"“’ comes the “believe it or ngt™ Wl
19 e]f!pmen'c in this case. On Deg, §

See. > the city council met-in special
by on to act on the emergency caused @
Tegg) e disastrous fire of Dec. 1. Twolll
‘afte'“hons were quickly passed. That
T ™Mopn - Councilor  Gaudioso .
fon. BCo received a telephone @

ey ‘_‘f‘g him that another. speeit



