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two percent who do not have any private means of disposing their waste make
use of the wide seashore, especially in the evenings.

The radio is the most common household appliance in the barangay. Sixty-
one percent of the respondents have radios and claim to listen to it everyday.

Some (37 percent) own inexpensive dining sets made of ordinary wooden
materials. A good number (48 percent) of them also own sala sets made of light
wooden materials. Televisions and refrigerators are rarely found in the fisher-
men’s homes; only two percent of the respondents own these expensive
appliances.

Livestock raising can be very helpful in times of financial crisis, but this
activity is a rarity in Barangay 10. Only 35 percent of the sample have chickens,
the average number being 1.1 per household. Similarly, only 25 percent raise

19S.
P Three-fourths of the respondents own fishing boats, majority (55 percent)
of which are motorized. Almost all (92 percent), however, own the fishing gear
they use. The most commonly owned gear is the multiple hook (73.5 percent).
The other types of gear used are big nets (20.4 percent) and small nets (5.10
percent).

Rice and fish are the staple food of the fishermen. Around 92 percent indi-
cated that they eat rice and 89 percent said they have fish each meal. Fifteen
percent prefer corn grits, however, as their staple food. Dried fish is a supple-
mentary food in the fishermen’s diet. In the absence of fresh fish, dried fish
takes its place. Meat and eggs are rare items in their menu. Only 16 percent can
afford meat, and only three percent can buy eggs.

The total amount spent by each household is broken down daily, weekly,
monthly, and annually. The total daily expenses on food per household member
is P2.35. With an average of six members per household, the family will need at
jeast P14.10 daily in order to survive. This would imply that the family spends
P5,146.50 annually for food alone. If this amount is computed against the
family’s income, there exists a shortage of P1,753.85. This suggests that the
difference between the actual income and the actual expenses on food is taken
from other sources like the middlemen, the loan sharks, or their suk/ (regular cus-
tomer).

Fishermen and members of their households suffered varied ailments a year
before the survey. The most common ailments, were flu with fever (98 percent),
and colds (95 percent). '

During the year prior to the interview, 184 members of the respondents
households got sick. Of these, 96 parcent needed medical treatment, but be-
cause of financial problems and the distance to the hospital from the area, only
30 percent were actually brought to a physician. The remaining seventy percent
resorted to self-help treatment by herbolarios in the barangay and in nearby
barangays.
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middiemen, or any other source, can partly explain why fishermen, especially
those who have no other sources of income aside from fishing remain poor.
During the lean months, the fishermen sometimes return home empty-handed
and may have already spent some amount for gasoline and food. If they are
fortunate, they may catch enough to earn the equivalent of P152.00 a month.
If based on the theory of supply and demand, it can be assumed that there
is no great difference in the income of fishermen during peak and lean months.
Other factors however, such as the kind of fish caught during the lean months
also influence the marketability of fish. Thus, even if the supply of fish during
the lean months is less and the demand for fish is great, we cannot assume that
the fishermen’s earnings during the lean months will be more. The fishermen's
catch may he classified into two categories, namely: a) biggest catch for one
fishing trip in a year with the corresponding cash value, and b) the smallest
volume of catch for one fishing trip with the corresponding cash equivalent.

Values

The results show that “salvation” is Perceived as the most important value;
97 percent of the fishermen rate it as “very important.” This is followed by
“self-respect” (96 percent), social recognition (91 percent), family security (89
percent), sense of accomplishment (82 percent), and comfortable life (68
percent).

More than one-half (71.1 percent) of the respondents expressed a great
desire to have their children finish college. Considering that the average edu-
cational level of the respondents is only Grade 5, it is not surprising that they
have high hopes for their children, Education has always been regarded as the
key to the improvement of one’s lot. it means better opportunities, better jobs,
and better salaries. So when Parents desire to have their children finish college,
they hope that one day they will be able to enjoy a better life. This hope is
captured in a fisherman’s statement: “Maayo na lang kung makahuman ang
among mga anak aron naay among kasaligan sa among katigulangan.” (It is good
if our children could finish a college degree so that there is someone we can lean
on during our old age.”)

Marketing

Eighty-two percent of the respondents report that their catch is both for
sale as well as for consumption. Selling is done by the fishermen themselves,
their wives, or their children. Almost one-half (48 percent) of the responden.ts
said that they sell their catch themselves. The other half of the respondents said
that the selling is done by the wife or the children. Some of the fishermen (20.2
Percent) said that even while they are still at sea, they are able to seli their catch
because some buyers go out to meet them. About 13 percent sell their catch at
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They were able to identify projects which fall under one of the six govermpent
projects identified in the survey. They were also able to rank these projects

ing to the benefits received. .
3000;_!:‘!: gIevel of awareness of the respondents of the Kilusang Kabuhayan at

Kaunlaran (KKK) is very high; it ranks firstamong t!\e.projectsfnt\::n;:::td.r e‘::ﬂ::
i f awareness stems from the fact that it is one o ‘ -
::'?:;e(::: :::nzhead by the government. However, the actual benef‘lits :em:‘ed f':om
iect i : f the respondents said that they have
ect is very low: only 5.7 percento ts sa
LZan::lneﬁted by KKK. It receives in fact, the lowest rating in terms of actual
benefits granted. Since KKK is a new project, it has not yet. rea;:ed man\{
people and therefore few respondents have been.beneﬁted- by it. e respzn
dents also reported that of the six government ptomc{s mfanuoned, .they have de-
rived more benefits from the water system, elect.riflmtlon, and infrastructure
projects. Their level of awareness of these projects is low however.

Attitude Towards Government Projects

Fifty percent of the fishermen agree with the' stateupent that government
projects serve only the interest of organized grm_lps in business and labor but ?re
not concerned about the needs of the people in genera'l. In turn: forty-nine
percent disagree with the statement that the govem.ment is undertaking so many
things including those that the government has !\o ngh? to do. The negative atti-
tude of the fishermen towards government projects anses beca}lse they t.|ave not
been recipients of benefits from the different goYemmgnt projects. It is worth
noting that despite their disappointment, they still believe that the government
is engaged in the right kind of activities.

Needs, Aspirations and Perceptions

Despite many problems, 42.8 percent of the fishermen s:nd tt::yp;rs
“happy” about life asa whole, while 33.7 perce'r'lt said the\( an; '|!:s o s:tis%y
Sixty-five percent also said that they are ‘‘happy”’ about their a‘d' :h‘;t ey art
their family’s wants and needs. Nineteen percent, however, sai
‘“‘neither h nor unhappy.” . .

: mih ::g’;td to their participation in organizations, 87.5 perc:an.tn szlfdt::;:
they are “happy’” about it, while only 12.5 percent are not c:r 10 O et
feelings. However, a majority (56.3 percent) are happy about (t’ .: !tlhe rojects
projects which are undertaken in their commup!ty. When aske |f P pon
can improve the living conditions of their families, 73.9 percent O ey help
dents said “yes.” They strongly believe that t_he government t::a.n 3ommunitv-
improve their living conditions and the economic progress of t elrr o his
This belief is shared by 89.7 percent of the respondents. They be ‘;e 2 oy shall
could be dane by the government if their fishing loans are approved.
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