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• Architect

• Artist
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DAVAO CITY

CHANGING THE DAVAO SKYLINE

Manuel N. Chiew

Architect, Builder, Artist

By THE SAN PEDRO STAFF

Maning Chiew, that's how his
friends call him, that's how he
likes to be called, says he started
out life in reverse. And though he
has strongly Oriental features,
that's not being inscrutable in his
case. Where most start out as ar
chitects and end up as building
contractors, Maning started out as
a building contractor and ended
up an architect.

That was back in 1954, when
he set up Manuel N. Chiew Asso
ciates, a construction firm. He was
two years out of college, with a
BS in Civil Engineering degree
from the Mapua Institute of Tech
nology.

Somewhere along the line,
sometime in the late 1960's he
tried to take stock of himself, de
cided that he didn't want to be just
another successful building con
tractor, and went back to sci^ool.
He took his BS in Architecture

degree from the University of
Mindanao in 1971 and passed the
board examination for architects
in 1972. He wasted no time, set
up Manuel N. Chiew, Architects
the same year the government
gave him the right to practice his
craft.

fourth years at the UM School of
Architecture, the new architect
was willing to tackle any assign
ment.

Contracts and awards came fast
and easy. Cited for academic ex
cellence in his second, third and

Where newer architects would
have feared to tread, Maning dared
to walk on new and uncharted
ground. A good example was his
willingness to take on the uesign
of the San Pedro Cathedral early
in his architectural careers.
The then parisli priest of San

Pedro wanted a cathedral shaped
along modernistic lines and had re
jected more traditional proposals
When tlie offer came his way, he

i



;  'V' \ .

■V. V-.:
*  ' • » ' '

,  ; .-vX* N »

seized it.

The design he proposed was ac
cepted. Quite a number of people
were shocked at what he had con-
cieved. But acceptance has grown
through the years and what once
was occasion for controversy is
now a landmark. And as witness
the fund drive to complete it,
people have taken pride in it.

describes himself as a "modern
ist." The semi-circular shape he
prescribed in a drastic revision of
traditional church architecture
characterized by straight lines,
columns and rising spires and
even towers. As he likes to empha
size in all his designs, what he
sought was what was appropriate
for the land on which the building
was to be situated.

The Catholic cathedral along
Davao's main street expresses a lot
of what Maning says when he

There are no columns in the
cathedral design and every church
goer no matter how far back he is

enjoys the same perspective of the
altar. And in Maning's own right
fully proud words "in a semi-circle
everybody from tne rear is equi
distant to the center." And more:
"There is no one point of empha
sis. Even if you bisect it, it remains
symmetrically balanced. We repeat
the same design for each portion."
^d though he doesn't mention
it, there is enough reason to
believe that in his traditional
symmetry and in ha bold experi
mental forms are good bases on

rs
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san pedro cathedral, san pedro St., davao city

which theology and architecture
may have reached a happy blend.

Maning has done other churches
for other denominations. The
Churcli of God along Palma Gil
Street in his. As is the slightly tra
ditional (except for the position
of the bell tower, another modern
ist touch design of the Davao
Evangelical Church along Jacinto
Extension.

ence to a particular style. "Be
receptive" is the precept he ob
serves in discussing plans with his
clients. Receptiveness he qualifies
to mean carefully considering the
client's requirements. Following
this, he goes into translating and
interpreting requirements into ar
chitectural forms.

lias a big project going, a corpora
tion office building.

But big and small
crowd his working table.

projects

And though claims to a style
may not form a part of the pas
sions of Maning Chiew, the fact
remains that people continue to re
commend him. For houses. For
offices.

But bigness is something that's
never fazed him. In his own
words: "The practice of (architec
ture has clianged in many ways.
The demands of people now are
more complex. Many now demand
a project

The list of residences he's worked
on fills a whole page of his bro
chure. For this type of work,
however, Maning disdains refer-

Even as far north as Manda
where he's done a number of resi
dences. And Quezon Citv where he

For one, the arclritect is no
longer confined to die design of
the building alone. He has to con
sider the environment that
should go hand in hand with tlie
design of the building. On the
other hand also, many now de
mand a project study and a feasi
bility study fii'st before going in.

V. . .-Wv •
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Hooven Comalco
is mpie than a wide range

aluminum products.

A Prime Mover.
In the exacting job
of supplying the
aluminum demands
of industry.

• Standard or customer •

specified extruded
lengths
• Sliding doors and

windows

• Shower enclosures

• Railings and balusters
• Curtain walls

® Sun baffles

• Fluorescent bulb casings
• Roll-up doors
• Step ladders
• Irrigation pipes
• Antennas

• Refrigerator evaporator
flats

• Extruded aluminum in
stock lengths for indus
trial and architectural

fabricators
• Anolok anodizing and

Kalcolor hardcoat
anodizing.

Plus high-grade aluminum roofing, flat and coiled
sheet, and Hoovenfoil, the only quilted all-purpose
wrap in the market-all produced by the latest cold
rolling technology and equipment.

Wherever you find aluminum in use. Hooven
Comalco is there-leading

HOOVEN COMALCO
INDUSTRIES, INC.

the aluminum company

Oavao Branch: J. P. Laurel Ave. cor.
Pioneer Drive, Davao City

Tel. 7-89-13 PLDT

29-12 DOTS
Calumpong Rood. Cainta. Rizal • Tel 682 74-10 fo M
Cable, HOOVEN' Manila SPG Bo* 3910 Manilo
Telex Noi, RCA 7222109 Easfero 3718
9lh Floor. China Banking Corp Bidg , Pa»eo de Roxa* Makati
TELS, 87-33 73 • 87-57 31
D. Jakosalem corner Colon St., Cebu City • Tel. 7-71-92
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So the architect now has to come
up with a total design. He has to
^rdinate with the civil engineer
The sanitary engineer. The electri
cs engineer. The interior designer.
Ihe landscape architect. Yes, he
has to coordinate with them to
^me up with the total design.
The architect in this sense is the
pnme professional. As such,
anmg adds "only the architect

IS equipped with the proper train
ing m building technology. Also
with the pn,per experience to
guide him through the entire pro
cess of construction."

As prime professional, Maning
knows that he, as architect in
comniand. It is he who sees the
totality of the project. Just as it
IS he who sees to it that the pro
ject bears a distinctive stamp.

A big project typical of this is
the campus of the University of
Sou^ern Mindanao in Kabacan.
Mamng is consulting architect for

Ann Tr'And whUe each buUding in the
complex IS designed for its own
particular uses, Maning has man-
?fd to inject what we feel will be
the standout feature. This is the
Malayan -inspired motif that
he has caused to be imprinted on
every building.

There is continuous search for
the contemporary PhUippine
architecture," Maning holds, add
ing that the Malayan motif is
typical of the approach that ne-
follows. It IS possible, however,
to take elements of Philippine
culture and to put these together

The sarimanok motif he has

caused to be imprinted on precast
sections of walls, having these
repeated in a fascinating visual
series. Chevron designs will also
run along the eaves of the roof
line. And, as a final touch, the
sarimanok will be bursting out in
full feather at the beams.

At this point, there's no telling
where the Chiew hand and eye
will fall next. Each year typically
presents not only a new challenge
but a new set of challenges. But
as surely as the Davao 'skyline,
changes we can be sure this man
will have had his own touch ap
pended, almost as if he were
taking part in a new creation.

But that is what an architect is,
the prime professional, the one
who coordinates all others in the
making of structures. Such as

Maning Chiew is, And will be.

AANUCL N CH1EV..
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PAINT
TO CREATE COMFORTABLE AND HAPPY COLOR LIFE

THROUGH TECHNOLOGY, BEAUTIFICATION
& LONG LIFE ECONOMY!
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Aaska

ELECTRO-DEPOSITION coating process
AND OTHER INDUSTRIAL COATING

KANSAI PAINT

MANUFACTURED UNDER AUTHORITY
OF KANSAI PAINT CO., LTD.

JAPAN

ELECTRIC WIRE & CABLES

TELS. 35-04-59 • 35-57-90 • 35-36-43
35-38-70 • 35-38-57 }'.i

COATING 6 WIRES. IMC.
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magabilen building at c.m. recto davaocity

AOMMSTIUTION OFflC£ BULDHG
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LONG BEACH
MARKETING
COMPANY

1343 Aivarado Ext.
Metro iVfanila

Tel. 26-98-40

QUalITV
Paints

DON*T
Jiisr
nmiTK

sincIair it
PAINTS • ENAMELS • VARNISHES •

SYNTHETICS • LACQUERS • INDUSTRIAL
and PRODUCT FINISHES

CALL

88-26-51
89-48-21
89-39-00

CONNECTING ALL DEPARTMENTS

SINCi-yMR
.RAINXS

SINCLAIR PHILIPPINES INCORPORATED
7433 Yakal St . Makati , Rizal
Cable Address: 'SINCLAIR" MANILA
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experiences:

1972 to present
principal architect
manuel n. chiew, architects
davao city

Philippine national red cross-
davao del sur chapter for distin
guished 1 service for the chapter
1976.

1954-1972

builder t

manuel n. chiew, architects
davao city

maharlika award plaque-given by

the maharlika charity foundation,
inc. for greatness of heart and
mind-1974.

1954-1972
builder

bronze medal anahaw award girl
scouts of the Philippines davao del
norte council -1974.

manuel n. chiew

4 coral st.
marfori heights subdivision
davao city

21 may 1929

married

architect

real state broker
builder

manuel n chiew associates
davao city

awards and citation

medalist-academic excellence for
the 2nd, 3rd & 4th year in the
school of architecture, university
of mindanao.

award of recognition plaque-given
^y. united architects of the
pliilippines-davao chapter for arclri-
tectural design and high degree of
professionalism-1977.

member:

b.s. in architecture
university of mindanao
1971

award of recognition plaque-given
by the davao evangelical church -
1977.

b.s. in civil engineering
mapua institute of technology
1952

silver medal anahaw award
girl scouts of the Philippines
davao del norte council-1977

united architects of the Philip-
pines-(davao chapter) davao board
of realtors rotary club of central
davao davao young men's Christian
association, davao club, inc.,
maharlika charity foundation
(honorary) lions club of central
davao, shangri-la lodge no. 1976
f&am.

testimonial award-given by the

consulting architect
southern mindanao agricultural
research center (smarc)
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MARIWASA MANUFACTURr
'N©: INC. IS IN CERaIvIIC
T LES. GUxed wall fiUt.
floor fiiot. Dacortiiei.

inPhiltpp.nei, Mariwaia Manu-
facfuring. Inc. boa,+» of the mo,t
modern tiie-making equipment,
purcnaied and conjtructed with
the technical atiittanee of So.
cietajmplanti Termoellectrici In.
duitf.al, (SITI). a |„ding cera.
mic f.rm in Italy. Its production
and technical ,taff ha» been
trained here and abroad for the
eipertue and technical knowhow

sizVs"'*
108mm 14 1/4" j 4 i/4"V

VITRIFIED FLOOR TILES-
lOOmm I 200mm (4" * 8"!
200mm 1 300mm (8" > 12")

'Also availablf m Dlam colors,

MARIWASA INCORPORATED
Ortigas Ave-. Barrio Roiario, Pasig, Rital, Philippines

TEL. NOS. 682-30-41 • 60-22-66
AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS:

Jardino Daviet. Inc. Prtma Mercantile, inc.
222 Buandia Avenue 30 (pueion Blvd. Ext., Q.C

Tail. 60-30-86 • 60-46-34Mekati, Rita! • Tal. 89-30-61
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davao evangelical church, jacinto ext., davao city
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GENERAL MIGUEL MALVAR STREET, DAVAO CITY
TEL. NOS. 7-62-83 PLOT 32-83 DOTS

Staff

lolita p. martincz
pag-asa drive
davao city
20 august 1952
single
architect

b.s. in architecture university
mindanao, davaocity- 1975

board cxaniination tor architects
passed-1976

of

rebecca f. reyes-Iapid
918 Carlos ave., juna subdivision
matina, davao city
9 febniary 1944
married

architect

b.s. in architecture
university ofsanto tomas
1963
board examimation of architects,
passed -1965

tortunaia I. prolasio
Iti/vimincia village
bugac. ma-a. davao city
20 febniary 1950
single
civil engineer
b.s. in civil engineering
umyersity of mindanao

civil engineering licensiirc exanii-
tion passed - 1977
civil service examination tpn>fes-
sional level)
passed - 1977

consultants

'« !■

florencio r. gavino III
gsis village
ma.tina. davao city
.'i marcli 1035
b.s. in architecture
univereity ofsanto toinas'
1957
master in environmental plannbig
university of the Philippines
1971
buaid examination for architects
passed • 1962

elctto 0. cordero, jr.
nyboltonst.
davaocity
29 march 194
married
electrical engitteer
b.s. in electrical engineering
feati university
J961 .
I'oard v'xaniinaiion for
electrical engineers passed -1963

ruman v. abcifa
774 mi. mayun st.
davaocity
4 iVbruary 1905
married
professional electrical
b.s. in electrical engineering
university of Washington
Seattle, Washington, u.s.a.
1930
hoard examination lor jr. electri
cal u.s.a. passed - 1931
board examination for profcs.si(in-
ai Viectricalengnieer passed 195.3

raul r. co
•]I^Josepalinagil st
davaocity
'9 January 1955
single
civil engineer
b.s. in civil engineering
iinwcrsity of mindanao

richard magallanes
24 motavc st.
montc maria village
davao city
6 marcli 1951
married

office manager
arcliitcctural designer
b.s. in architecture
university of mindanao

rodolfob.junsay

SS"'"" 'W3
structor scuba diving in-

mechanical engineernatmnal university ®
board examination for • •

1972 '"^chanicah eneneer

■i

ilANUEL N CHIEV.akchitects

domm^or f. Sorianoft08 I nncesa urdiija sibo. ohrero. davao city
25 may 1947
married

.civil/stn,c,ural engineerb.s. In civii engineering
of mindanao

master of engineering

t
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gaisano shopping center (gutierrez bldg.) Hustre St., gen. luna sts., davao city
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mr. dc m«. Jfancisco dhon residence, riverview village, bacaca, davao city

UulJ
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LIST OF SOME

MIMCA PROJECTS;
mr. & mrs. francisco dizon
riverview village, bacaca, davao city

residential -

mr. & mrs. alfonso ang
juna subdivision, matina, davao city

mr. & mrs. arthur garda
j.p. laurel ave., bajada, davao city

mr. &inrs. jess tan
Juna subdivision, matina, davao city

mr. &. mrs. carlos ang
torres St., bo. obrero, davao city

mr. & mrs. josenno huang
insular village, lanang, davao city

rar. & mre. cente uy
nvera subdivision, bajada, davao city

mr. & mrs. cezar azarcon
Santiago artiaga St., davao city

mr. & mrs. daniel jeng
rivera subdivision . bajada, davao city

col. & mrs. benajmin valenton
insular village, bajada, davao city

mr. & mrs. ben battung
belisario subdivision, davao city

mr. & mrs. pablo kho
torres St., bo. obrero, davao city

commerical & office

mr. & mrs. rodrigo bella
capitol subdivision, pasig, metro maniJa

mr. Sc. mrs. benry lim
gempesaw St., davao city

anthony chan building
J.p. laurel ave., bajada, davao city

mr. & mrs, habib borgaily
insular village, lanang, davao city

mr. & mrs. rogelio lizada
belisario subdivision, davao city

campocommercia buildingbomfacio st„ davao city
capUi office building
magailanes St.. davao city

mr. & mrs. kwan Chang
marfori heights subdivision. davao city

dr. & dra. roddfo moielos
juna subdivision, matina, davao city

Srcn™?"'"* f (guHerrez bldg.)f gen, luna sts., davao city

mr. & m«. feb'x chiew
gonzales subdivision , gen. santos city

mr. & mrs. enrique ramos
insular village, lanang, davao city

atty.geiman yap n buildingSantiago artiaga st., dava^ty

' I

mr, & mrs. cua peng cfaua
insular village, lanang, davao city

mr. Si mrs. ricardo Santiago
insular village, lanang, davao city

clinicmagallancs St., davao city

mr. & mn. deaiderio dalisay
man-ay, panabo, davao del norte

mr. & mrs. yap sian seng
rivora subdivision, bajada, davao city

boQven comalco industries, inc.
J.p. laurel ave., davao city

'^1

N

■y.'-i

indonesian consulate general building, legaspist.. davao city

a.^'nuiuH ' bnu
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CHURCH OF GOD, Palmagil St., davao city

■ii
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SEALANTS

ABRASIVES

gan-ai chu bldg.
CABAGUlO AVENUE
DAVAO CITY

tel. no. 7-86-33
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rnr. & mrs. hablb borgaily residence, insular village, lanang. davao city

.X'

mr. & mrs. cua peng chua residence, insular village, lanang. davao city
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I comalco industries inc., j. p. laurelave., davao cityheaven

PROJECTS

Indonesian consulate building
legaspi St., davao city

mercury drag store
bankerohan, davao city

southern mindanao agricultural
research center (smarc)
gop and usaid assisted projects
location; kabacan, north cotabaio

sabena mining corporation

location; new bataan, davao del norte

queens theatre
bonifacio St., davao city

don tomas commercial building
magsaysay ave., davao city

site planning and farm deveIopment-269-65
has. includes subdivision of the entire
center with water supply, drainage, electric
al transmission lines, roads sprinkle system
and other utilities.

site planning and evelopment-69.14 has.
include subdivision of the area with water
supply, drainage, electrical transmission
lines, roads and other utilities.

projects under process:

zenco sales building
magsaysay ave., davao city

religious

church of god
palma gil st., davao city

davao evangelical church
jacinto ext., davao city

crop research laboratory building

integrated service building

field buildings

insectarium -patholopuin

animal research laboratory building

head house

vaigosons realty, inc.

location; c.m. recto st. comer bonifacio st.
commercial building

tek sing lim 7 miguel t. tan
locationir. magsaysay ave., davao city

commercial building

san pedro cathedral
san pedro St., davao city

project for:

guest house

four-units four door apartments

matung industrial commercial corp.
location: malabang, lanao del sur

administration building

garcia theatrical co.. inc.
location: r. ma^ysay comer lizada sts.

movie Uiealre, commercial bidg.

pliilippihe council for agriculture
and resources research (pcarr)

project for-
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queens theatre, bonifacio St., davao city

TREASURE ISLAND INDUSTRIAL CORP 83 PLARIDEL ST., CEBU CITY

REPACKERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF:
"G.I." MARINE COATING
"G.I." PLASTIC ROOF CEMENT
"G.i." LINSEED OIL
"G.l." CLEAR GLOSS LACQUER
"G.i." PALE BOILED OIL
"G.l." TURPENTINE
"G.I." READY MIXED SHELLAC

VARNISH
"G.l." FLOOR Wax
"G.l." LACQUER FLOW
"G.l." PAINT REMOVER

•S.I." PLASTIC varnish pmeTiieBis "APOLLO" RUBBER
CEMENT

•APOLLO" SANDING
SEALER

"APOLLO" CLEAR GI.OSS
LACQUER

CfNATUREOaiCflHnT^'
•MAYON" PAINT THINNER
•MAYON" COAL TAR

^ 7-27-83
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mr. & mn. josefino huang, imula, viUage. lanang. davao city

-rfj.
i. ' • ■ •

mr. & mrs. fess tan residence, juna subdivision, matina. davao city

ALSO AVAILABLE:

MACNELL lOOH WATERPROOF
ACRYLIC ENAMEL
MACNELL ACftVUC LACQUER

1

• MACNELL ACRYLIC CONCRETE
COATINC

• HOUSE PAINT & ENAMEL
• ROLLER COATING
• LUMBER MARKING PAINTI
• MARINE PAINT

MAYON INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION
TELS.

35-57-31 • 35-47-33 • 35-71-35
35-52-20 • 35 63-45

51 JOY CORNER HARMONY, GRACE VILLAGE, BALINTAWAK, QUEZON CITY
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At MNCA Office

1

the architect's room imo ffice manager s comer

administration building of the university of southern mhtdanao col. & mrs. benjamin valenton residence, insular village, lanang
davao city

conference room

i

reception room

SOLIDTONE ENTERPRISES

512 Ylang-Ylang St. Tel. 48-74-59
Metro Manila

drafting rpom
white printing section
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university ofsouthern mindanao Hbrqry proposedgsis chape!
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STERLING CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLY

47-5(T^5, 48-29-66
49-19-61, 48-37-84
48-94-79

Direct importer, wholesal er and retailer of :

Gen. Hardware - All Plumbing Supplies from all types of
Sanitary Wares to all types of Sanitary Fittings- General
Electrical Supplies.

268 A. del AAjndo, Caloocan City
Tel. 35-02-22 570 T. Alonzo, Tel. No. 47-76-92
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BOSSEN
THE QUALmr P^NT.

«

THE LARGEST SELUNG BRAND IN THE MARKET TODAY.

PACIFIC PAINT & OIL MFC., INC.
292 D. TUAZON ST. QUEZON CITY TELS. 35-35-06to08; 35-58-85; 35-62-30' 35-62-10
UNDER AUTHORITY OF BOYSEN PAINT CO.. OAKLAND. CALIFORNIA! U. S. A.
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